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THE New Testament appeared to be 
the proper fruit and product of the 
church of Christ, and manifested by 
its purity that it was a pure church 


out of which it sprung. Taking the 


church as the tree, and the Scripture 
as the fruit, both seemed to be good. 
But the fruit, which had been for 
many generations produced by those 
churches which bore the same name, 
was very different. The writings of 


_ these churches instead of uniting the 


had kindled’ endless 


people in righteousness and peace, 
controversies 
and angry disputes; and from the 
manifest difference in the fruits, it ap- 
peared that modern professors could 
not be the same kind of people with 


_ those that had formerly been called 


Christian. 


According to the Scriptures, Chris- 
tians were united, all of one heart and 
one soul. They laid aside all anger, 
wrath, clamor, envy and evil speaking ; 


were kindly affectioned one toward 
another, and loved one another with a 
pure heart fervently. Daily observa- 


-|tion proved that those who now as- 
|sumed the same name, were full of 


envy and strife, railing and backbit- 
ing, hateful and hating one another ; 
and in every sense different from those 
holy men of God, who were formerly 
called by the name of Christ. 


This distinction was observed not. 
only in common professors, but even 
in the ministers. While the New Tes- | 


tament represented the ministers of 
Christ, as meek, humble, honest men, 


examples to the flock, in charity, faith © 


and purity ; those who were called the 
ministers of Christ in the present day, 
appeared to be proud, aspiring, con- 
tentious men, striving who should be 
the greatest, overlooking common peo- 
ple as an inferior rank of beings; 
deeply immersed in the cares of the 
world, eager after salaries, or posts of 
profit in civil government, and some 
even holding their fellow-creatures in 
perpetual slavery, or selling them for 
money. 
These appeared not to be the same 
kind of men as those whom-Christ or- 


dained, nor did it appear that they | 
had the same Holy Ghost dwelling in ~ 
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them, or could be as safely believed 
or followed, as the ministers who 
wrote the Scriptures. They admitted 
the conviction that they were far sunk 
from the power and purity of the 
Apostles of Christ, and were preach- 


ing about a salvation which they had 


not in possession. 

Another important train of ideas 
arose from searching the Scriptures. 
There was a falling away spoken of 
by Christ and his Apostles, and an 
antichrist to rise, which appeared, ac- 
cording to history, to have taken place 
a great while ago. And it appeared 
by many promises, that after the reign 
of this antichrist was out, there would 
be glorious times upon earth, and 
Christ would appear again and set up 
his kingdom and gather the nations 
into it. Here many enquiries were 
raised, concerning the reign of this 
antichrist : when it began and when it 
would end, and when Christ would ap- 
pear and set up his true kingdom. 
And many began to apprehend that 
this period was not far off; and con- 
cluded it was time to leave off their 
vain disputes and unite in prayer for 
Christ to come and pour out his spirit, 
gather his people into one, make an 
end of sin, and aM the earth with his 
glory. 

_ For several years there were pray- 
ing societies kept up in different parts, 
composed of persons who were distin- 
guished in some things from all the 
denominations, though blended with 
them in their outward communion. 
These professed to be in search of the 
truth and power of religion, and ready 
to embrace it whenever it should ap- 


pear, but did not believe it to be 


among any of the denominations, in 
purity. They believed there were er- 
rors in all their systems of doctrine, 
which kept them dead and _ lifeless, 
without the spirit of God. 

The social exercises which sprung 
from this faith, were reading the 
Scriptures without any comment, pray- 


ing for the divine spirit to open them, — 


confessing and lamenting the deplora- 


ble state of mankind in general, and. 
that of cold, lifeless and corrupt pro- 


fessors of Christianity in particular ; 
and pleading for the accomplishment 
of those blessed promises which re- 
spected the coming of Christ and the 
glory of the latter days. Examining 
themselves by the evidences and marks 
of grace laid down in the Scriptures, 


lamenting a lack of those evidences, 


confessing their short-comings in du- 


‘ty, and resolving to correct past er- 


rors, and be more watchful over a 
deceitful and desperately wicked heart, 
opening their trials to one another, 
and encouraging each other to perse- 
vere until they found Christ in very 
deed. 


When any one prays for a thing, it 


is a sure and certain evidence that he — 


has not that thing in possession: and 
hence the united prayers of hundreds 
of the warmest professors, entreating 
Christ to come and visit the churches, 


loudly proclaimed that he was not al-. 


ready there. While he was contem- 
plated at a distance through the prom- 
ise, the following lines well suited the 
day, and proved his eDaeriReS from the 
soul : 


“When I turn m eyes within; — 
All is dark, and vain, and wild: 
Full of unbelief and sin; 

Can I deem myself a child?”’ 
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The following extracts of letters from 
persons of no small note in the churches, 
will show more particularly the state of 
reigion at that period. 


Sir:—I received your kind 
letter, and I now undertake to answer 
it. * * * * * The dead state of reclig- 
ion is truly discouraging here, as well 
as elsewhere. It appears a wonder of 
mercy, that God is so kind to this 


A _ Sardis, as to afford her the means of 


race ; without this she would certain- 
ly run into total infidelity. When I 


_ look into my wretched heart, and con- 


sider how much I have dishonored 
God, by a dead and careless life; I 
have reason to cover my head in the 
dust. * * : 
If some are with sin ; Iam 
spot all over. * * rs 
Lexington, Sept. 1796. 


Dear Brotuer :—It is not likely I 


ean say anything to entertain or re- 


fresh you. I sometimes think I would 
be willing to travel with you to heav- 
en; but I feel very unlike an_ inhabi- 
tant of that place, I would be glad to 
be at the truth, and the substance. 
But I commonly feel so much more 
like a devil than a Christian, that it 
makes me often forebode the displeas- 
ure of God, the holy and the just. I 
sometimes think I am coming towards 
the birth, but can seldom think I am 
born. O how long! how long! And 
what am I? I would strip off every- 
thing but Christ and his holy spirit, to 
enter the narrow gate * * I can tell 
you but little about my poor congre- 


gations. I see but little prospect of 
encouragement. I dare not say none. 
* * 


I sometimes hope to see Jesus 
King in Zion. J. D. 


Now let any one judge from the 
foregoing evidences, what kind of 
work was necessary to take place 
among such a people, in erder to their 
recovery ; a people confessedly, vain, 
and dark, and wild; full of unbelief 
and sin, dead and careless, spot all 
over; and more like devils than Chris- 
tians. 

The generality, however, unaffected 
with their sad case, were still going 
on, crying out against infidelity, lam- 
pooning the Deist, treating his cavils — 
with contempt and laboring each one 
to augment his party: while a dis- 
tressed few were watching, like the 
guards of the night and ready to meet 
the first dawn of the approaching day. 

A sense of the total depravity of 
human nature, and the entire separa- 


‘tion of the soul from God, is the first 


thing necessary to prepare the way for 
the entrance of spiritual life. There- 
fore, such as honestly confessed their 
lost and deplorable state, and intense- 
ly groaned for deliverance from it, 
were not in so dangerous a condition 
as those who. made a high-sounding 
profession, and gloried in some plan 
of salvation that still left them in bon- 
dage to corruption. But a conviction 
of being lost never saved any one, 
though many have made conviction a 
great evidence of their election, and 
vainly rested upon that -light which 
searches out the evil and wickedness © 
of the heart, without going any fur- 
ther. But such as were honest before 
God, could not stop here: they must 
be at the truth and the substance. 
Therefore, it was necessary that the 
channel through which the quickening 


power of God has access to the soul, 
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should be opened: namely—,the ever- 
lasting covenant of redemption. As 
this is the only channel through which 
souls can receive any special favor 
from God, it will be proper here, to 
make a few observations concerning it. 

When one makes a promise to an- 
other, and that promise is accepted, 
this constitutes a covenant or agree- 
ment. 
life was made to Christ and accepted 
by him in behalf of all who accept 
him. In this promise, or covenant 
of life, the Father and Son are 
perfectly united. It is an. ever- 
lasting and unchangeable covenant. 
The covenant itself, is absolute, un- 
conditional and inviolable. But in 
order to its being fulfilled and finally 
settled, there is a work given the Son 


to do, which, in the nature of things, 


is necessary to be done, and that is, to 
overcome death, and him that has the 
power of it. Until this is actually 
done, the heir is in bondage. It is 
true, eternal life is secured in the cov- 
enant, to all the faithful, though they 
be not in actual possession of it. But 
while death reigns, the blessings of the 
covenant can only be administered by 
way of promise. and the party to whom 
the promise shall be fulfilled, desig- 
nated in the Father’s revealed will. 
This everlasting covenant has ever 
been a mystery to man, nor could any- 
thing certain ever be known respecting 
it but by a living revelation from God, 
an express manifestation of the divine 
will, attested by living witnesses. 
Where this orderly administration has 
been wanting, the more that has been 
said about it, the greater confusion 
and controversy has been stirred up. 


Thus the promise of eternal 


It is true, the Scriptures contain a 
copy of the divine will, concerning the 
redemption of souls; all the promises 
of God are there recorded. But of 


what use is a bare copy of a will with- 


out witnesses ? 

These great and precious promises 
could effect nothing real; the inherit- 
ance itself was notin them; and al- 
though thousands have undertaken to 


administer upon the authority of tile > 
Scriptures, as though it was the very) y 
original itself, sealed and confirmed by 


unalterable seals, and have pretended 


to be the true witnesses of God: yet | 


their folly is made manifest to all men. 
They have not agreed in their witness 
but have filled the world with endless 
debates, concerning the sense and 
meaning of what they call the will. If 
the witnesses were all divided, and 
could not even agree in their testimo- 
ny who were the proper heirs, how 
could anything ever be decided in such 
a court ? | 

However much these presumers have 
altered, amended, expounded and par- 
aphrased upon the copy; yet the origi- 
nal has remained unsullied. God is 
of one mind, and his promises in 
Christ, are Yea and Amen. 

When God revealed his covenant to 
Abraham, it was only by promise. 
‘In thee and in thy seed, shall all the 
nations of the earth be blessed.”? The 
blessing promised, was not to Abra- 
ham and his seed; but to all the na- 
tions of the earth. It was not, Thou 
and thy seed shall be blessed with ir- 


‘resistible grace, but ‘‘In thee and in 
thy seed [which is Christ] all the na- | 


tions of the earth shall be blessed.” 
All were under the curse, and stood 
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Of the first appearances of the extraor- 
dinary work, in different parts of 
 Kentucky,.in 1800 and 1801. 

Tue first extraordinary appearances 
of the power of God in the late reviv- 
al, began about the close of the last 
century, in Logan and Christian coun- 


- ties; on the waters of Gasper and 


Red Rivers. In the spring of 1801, 
the same extraordinary work broke 
out in Mason County, upper part of 
Kentucky; of which I was an eye 
witness, and can therefore, with great- 
er confidence, testify what I have 
heard, seen and felt. 

~ It began first in individuals who had 
been under deep convictions of sin, 
and great trouble about their souls, 


and had fasted and prayed, and dili- 


gently searched the Scriptures, and 
had undergone distresses of mind in- 
expressibly sore, until they had ob- 


tained a comfortable hope of salva- 


tion. And from seeing and feeling the 
love of Christ, and his willingness to 
save all that would forsake their sins 
and turn to God through him; and 
feeling how freely his love and good- 
ness flowed to them, it kindled their 
love to other souls, that were lost in 
their sins; and an ardent desire that 
they might come and partake of that 
spiritual light, life and comfort, which 
appeared infinite in its nature, and 
free to all. Under such an overpow- 
ering weight of the divine goodness, 
as tongue could not express, they 
were constrained to cry out, with tears 
and trembling, and testify a full and — 
free salvation in Christ, for all that 
would come; and to warn their fellow- 
creatures of the danger of continuing 
in sin. hey entreated them in the 
most tender and affectionate manner, 
to turn from it and seek the Lord, in 
sure and certain hope that he would 
be found. 

Under such exhortations, the people 
began to be affected in a very strange . 
manner. At first they were taken 
with an inward throbbing of the heart ; 
then with weeping and trembling: 
from that to crying out in apparent | 
agony of soul; falling down and 
swooning away till every appearance 
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of animal life was suspended, and the 
person appeared to be in a trance. 
From this state they would recover 
under different sensations, which will 
be more particularly noticed hereafter. 

The following extract of a letter, 


dated Caneridge, Jan. 30, 1801, gives 


a striking account of the work, as it 
first appeared in the lower parts of 
Kentucky and Cumberland. ‘‘The 
work is still increasing in Cumber- 
land. It has overspread the whole 
country. It isin Nashville, Barren, 
Muddy, Gasper, Redbanks and Knox- 
ville.” | 

‘<J. M. has been there two months; 
he says it exceeds anything he ever 
saw or heard. Children and all, seem 
to be engaged: but children are the 
most active in the work. When they 
speak, it appears that the Lord sends 
his spirit to accompany it with power 
to the hearts of sinners. They all 
_ seem to be wrought in an extraordina- 
ry way. They lie as though they were 
dead, for some time, without pulse or 
breath; some longer, some a shorter 
time. Some rising with joy and tri- 
umph; others crying for mercy. As 
soon as they get comfort, they cry to 
sinners ; exhorting them day-and night 
to turn to the Lord.” * * P.H. 

It is worthy of notice that a work 
by which God intended to bring down 
the pride and loftiness of man, should 
begin in little children. By this it 
was manifest who were the furthest 
lost from God, and what course must 
he taken in order to return. 

At a sacrament, near Flemings- 
burgh, the last Sabbath in April, the 
power of God was very visible among 
the people through the whole of the 


occasion ; under which there was much 
weeping, trembling and convulsion of 


soul. What was the most solemn. 


and striking, was the case of two little 
girls, who in the time of meeting, cried 
out in great distress. 

They both continued for some time 
praying and crying for mercy, till one 


of them received a comfortable hope ;_ 


and then turning to the other, cried 


out come to Christ! Take hold” 


of his promise and trust in him. He 
is able to save to the uttermost! O! I 
have found peace to my soul! O! the 
precious Savior! come just as you 
are! he will take away the stony heart 
and give you a heart of flesh! You 
cannot make yourself any better. Just 
give up your heart to Christ, now! 
You are not a greater sinner than 


others. You need not wait another 


moment !” | 

Thus she continued exhorting, until 
her little companion received a ray 
from heaven, that produced a sudden 
and sensible change: then rising with 
her in her arms, she cried out ina 
most affecting manner—‘‘O here is 
another star of light !” 

‘These children were perhaps nine or 
ten years old. The Sabbath follow- 
ing about twenty persons were struck 
in the congregation of Cabin-Creek, 
Mason Co. Among the first who 
cried out in distress, was a girl about 
twelve years old. Their convictions 
of their lost state, from a sudden 
opening of that pure holiness to which 
sin stands directly opposed, were 
quick as the lightning’s flash; and 
came with such weight, that had they 


not, in some way or other, opened 


their case, they must have sunk into 
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the horrors of despair. It was dire 
necessity which at first obliged them 
to expose themselves to public view, 
as objects of pity; for everything of 
the kind was looked upon by the gen- 
erality, even of professors, as wild en- 
thusiasm, or the fruits of a disordered 
brain. | 
- There were, however, a few who 
understood the disorder, and were 


ready to fly to their relief and proclaim 


liberty to the captives, and the open- 
ing of the prison to them that were 
bound. 


Here a new scene was opened, while 


some trembled like one in a fit of the 


ague; wept or cried out, lamenting 
their distance from God, and exposed- 
ness to his wrath;*others were em- 
ployed in praying with them, encour- 


‘aging them to believe on the Son of 
-God and to venture upon his promise. 


To give up their wicked, rebellious 
heart, just as it was; for God to take 
it away, and give them a heart of 


flesh; singing hymns and giving thanks 


to God, for the display of his power, 
without any regard to former rules of 
order. 


At this, some were offended and 
withdrew from the assembly, deter- 


mined to oppose it, as a work of the 
wicked one. But all their objections 
only tended to open the way for the 
true nature and spirit of the work to 
shine out; and encourage the subjects 
of it to set out with warmer zeal to 
promote it. Accordingly a meeting 
was appointed a few evenings after, 


to which a crowd of awakened souls 


flocked, and spent the whole night in 
singing hymns, praying and exhorting 
one another. At this meeting one 


man was struck down and lay for 
about an hour, in the situation above 
mentioned. This put the matter be- 
yond dispute, that the work was su- 
pernatural; and the outery which it 
raised against sin, confirmed a number 
in the belief that it was from above. 

- From small beginnings, it gradually 
spread. The news of these strange 
operations flew abroad, and attracted 
many to come and see; who were con- 
vinced, not only from seeing and hear- 
ing, but feeling; and carried home 
the testimony, that it was the living 
work of God. This stirred up others, 
and brought out still greater multi- 
tudes. And these strange exercises 
still increasing, and haviag no respect 
to any stated hours of worship, it was 
found expedient to encamp on the 
ground, and continue the meeting day 
and night. To these encampments 
the people flocked in hundreds and 


thousands, on foot, on horseback and 


in carriages. 

At first appearance, these meetings 
exhibited nothing to the spectator but 
a scene of confusion that could scarce 
be put into human.language. They 
were generally opened with a sermon, 
near the close of which there would be 
an unusual outcry; some bursting 
forth into loud ejaculations of prayer, 
or thanksgiving for the truth. Others 
breaking out in emphatical sentences 
of exhortation. Others flying to their 
careless friends, with tears of compas- 
sion, beseeching them to turn to the 
Lord. 

Some, struck with terror, and has- 
tening through the crowd to make their 
escape, or pulling away their rela- 
tions. Others, trembling, weeping and 
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crying out for the Lord Jesus to have 
mercy upon them: fainting away till 
every appearance of life was gone, 
and the extremities of the body as- 
sumed the coldness of a corpse. Oth- 
ers surrounding them with melodious 
songs, or fervent prayers for their 


happy resurrection in the love of 


Christ. Others collecting into circles 
around this variegated scene, contend- 
ing with arguments for and against. 
Under such appearances, the work 
would continue for several days and 
nights together. 

I will now mention particularly, 
some of the meetings of this kind, 
with a few concomitant circumstances, 


from which the work took a general| the evidence became so powerful, that — 


spread in the year 1801. 

The first was held at Cabin-Creek. 
It began on the 22nd. of May, and 
continued four days and three nights. 
The scene was awful beyond descrip- 


tion; the falling, crying out, praying, 


exhorting, singing and shouting, ex- 
hibited such new and striking eviden- 
ces of a supernatural power, that few, 
if any, could escape without being af- 
fected. Such as tried to run from it, 
were frequently struck on the way, or 
impelled by some alarming signal to 
return: and so powerful was the evi- 
dence on all sides, that no place was 
found for the obstinate sinner to shel- 


ter himself but under the protection of 


prejudiced and bigoted professors. 
No circumstance at this meeting ap- 
peared more striking, than the great 
numbers that fell on the third night; 
and to prevent their being trodden un- 
‘der foot by the multitude, they were 
collected together and laid out in or- 
der, on two squares of the meeting- 


house; who, like so many corpses, 
covered a considerable part of the 
floor. There were persons at this 
meeting, from Caneridge, Concord, 
Eagle-Creek and other neighboring 


congregations, who partook of the 


spirit of the work, which was a partic- 
ular means of its spreading. © 

The next general camp-meeting was 
held at Concord, in the County of 
Bourbon, about the last of May. 
number who attended on this occasion 
was supposed to be about four thou- 
sand. Seven Presbyterian ministers 
were present, four of whom were op- 
posed to the work and spoke against 
it. Onthe fourth day about noon, 


they all professed to be convinced 
that it was the work of God. One of 


them addressed the assembly with 


tears, acknowledging that notwith- 
standing they had long been praying 
to the Lord to pour out his spirit, yet 


when it came they did not know it, , 


but wickedly opposed the answer of 
their own prayers. On this occasion, 
no sex nor color, class nor description, 
were exempted from the pervading in- 
fluence of the spirit; even from the 
age of eight months to sixty years, 
there were evident subjects of this 
marvelous operation. 


The meeting continued five days — 


and four nights; and after the people 
generally scattered from the ground, 
numbers convened in different places 
and continued the exercise much lon- 
ger. Even where they were not col- 
lected together, these wonderful oper- 
ations continued among every class of 
people and in every situation; in their 
houses and fields, and in their daily 
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Of the jirst appearances of the extraor- 
dinary work, in different parts of 
Kentucky, in 1800 and 1801. . 
Tue next general meeting was at 
Caneridge, seven miles from Paris. It 
began the 6th. of August, and contin- 
ued day and night about a week. The 
number of people collected on the 
ground at any one time was supposed 
to be about twenty thousand; but it 
was thought a much greater number 


were there in the course of the meet- | 


ing. 


The encampment consisted of one- 
hundred and thirty-five wheel carriag- 


es and tents proportioned to the peo- 
ple. This immense group included 
almost every character that could be 
named, but amidst them all, the sub- 
jects of this new and strange opera- 
tion, were distinguished by their flam- 
ing zeal for the destruction of sin, and 
the deliverance of souls from its pow- 


er. The various operations and exer- 
cises on that oceasion, were indescrib- 
able. The falling exercises were the 
most noted. 

_James Crawford, one of the oldest 


ministers in the state, and one of the 
foremost in the work, informed me 
that he kept an account of the number 
that fell on the occasion, and comput- 
ed it to be about three thousand. The 
vast numbers who received light on 
this occasion, and went forth in every 


direction to spread it, render it impos- ~ 


sible to pursue any further the partic- 
ular track of its progress. It was but 
afew weeks after this meetiig, that 
the same work broke out in North 
Carolina, by the instrumentality of 
some who went from Caneridge to 
bear the testimony.* 

I will now take notice of the oppo- 
sition which was raised against the 
work in this first stage of it, and show 
some of the causes from which it 
sprung. 


* One person in particulat here alluded to, who 
went on this important mission, was JOHN RANKIN, 
Minister of the Presbyterian church at Gasper, Lo- 
gan County, Ky.; the first who received the spirit of 
the revival in that place, under whose ministry 
the extraordinary work began. Since that time he 
has escaped from the old house of antichrist, divided 
against itself, and with the major part of his Gasper 
congregation, embraced the Gosvel of Christ’s Sec- 
ond 
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The people among whom the revival 
began, were generally Calvinists. Al- 
though they had been for a long time 
praying in words for the outpouring 
of the spirit, and believed that God 
had ‘‘fore-ordained whatsoever came 
to pass ;”’ yet, when it came to pass and 
their prayer was answered and the 
spirit began to flow like many waters, 
from a cloud of witnesses, and souls 
were crying for mercy, and found hope 
and comfort in the news of a Savior; 
they quarreled with the work, because 
the subjects of it were not willing to 
adopt their creed. Those who had la- 
bored and travailed to gain some hope 
of salvation, and had ventured their 
souls upon the covenant of promise, 
and felt the living seal of eternal love ; 
could not, dare not preach that salva- 
_ tion was restricted to a certain definite 
number; nor insinuate that any being 
which God had made, was, by the Cre- 
ator, laid under the dire necessity of 
being lost forever. The love of a Sav- 
ior constrained them to testify, that 
one had died for all. . 

This truth, so essential to the first 
ray of hope in the human breast, was 
like a dead fly in the ointment of the 
apothecary, to the Calvinist; hence 
all this trembling, weeping and groan- 
ing under sin, rejoicing in the hope of 
deliverance and turning from the form- 
er practice of it, sent forth a disagreea- 
ble savor. These exercises would no 


doubt, have passed for a good “— 


of God, had they appeared as se 

to their doctrine of election, imperfec- 
tion and final perseverance. Every- 
thing appeared new, and claimed no 
relation to the old bed of sand upon 
which they had been building; and 


rather than quit the old foundation, 
they chose to reject, oppose and per- 
secute the truth, accompanied with all 
that evidence which many of them were 
obliged to acknowledge was divine. _ 

Some who were inwardly opposed, 
at first exercised forbearance, and pro- 
fessed a measure of union with the 
work, in hopés that it would die away 
like former revivals, and the people re- 
turn into their old order. As they per- 
ceived that it increased, they laid aside 
the mask, and came out with a bold 
testimony against it, as a dangerous 
delusion. 

In sone of the churches there were 
days set apart for fasting and prayer, 
to deprecate the divine displeasure, 
through which they supposed it was 
sent upon the land. ree 


These public testimonies against the © 
work, particularly by ministers, were 


a means of stirring up and encourag- 
ing those who were openly wicked, to 
come forth to mock, oppose and per- 
secute; but even such, were often un- 
able to withstand the power, and some- 
times in the very act of persecuting 
and afflicting were struck down like 
men in battle. 

So alarming was the sight, that oth- 
ers on foot or horseback, would try to 
make their escape and flee away like 
those who are closely pursued by an 
enemy in time of war, and be over- 
taken by the invisible power, under 
which they would be struck down and 


constrained to cry out in anguish, and 


confess their wickedness in persecuting 
the work of God, and warn others not 
to oppose it. Many who were open- 


ly profane, were taken in the very act — 


of persecuting the work, and like 


; 
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} 
| 
y 
~ 


y THE MANIFESTO. 


75 


Saul of Tarsus, made the happy sub- 
jects and zealous promoters of it; 
while bigotted professors, who had 
hissed them on, remained like the heath 
in the desert, that weet not when 
good cometh. 


Of the distinguishing doctrines and 
manner of worship, among the first 
subjects of the revival. | 


‘The first point of doctrine which 
distinguished the subjects of the reviv- 


al, was that which respected divine 


revelation. The established opinion 
in the churches had been, that the 
Scriptures,, explained according to 
sound reason and philosophy, and this 
light was light sufficient to believe 
what we were thus taught, was the 
highest evidence we could have of the 
truth of spiritual things. These adopt- 
ed a very different faith, and taught as 
an important truth, that the will of 
God was made manifest to each indi- 
vidual who honestly sought after it, by 


* an inward light which shone into the 
heart, hence, they received the name 


of New-Lights. Those who were the 
subjects of this inward light did not 
call it new light, but a renewed mani- 
festation of that which at sundry times 
and in divers manners had opened to 
those who were willing and desirous to 
know the truth for themselves. 

This inward light they denominated 


_ “the Lord,” because by it they were 


instructed, influenced and governed. 
They spake of seeking the Lord, find- 
ing the Lord, loving the Lord, follow- 
ing the Lord, and offending the Lord; 
by all these expressions was meant 
that inward light and revelation of the 
truth, by which they could see things 


in their true colors, and find a meas- 
ure of peace and consolation and a 
comfortable hope of eternal life. 

This new light first broke out in the 
Presbyterian church, among those who 
held the doctrines of Calvin, and there- 
fore it is considered as more immedi- 
ately contrasted with that system. 
Those who first embraced it had also 
been reputed Calvinists, and belonged 
to the Presbyterian church, among 
whom were several persons of distinc- 
tion in the ministry; of course, the 
existence of sentiments so very differ- 
ent in the same church, rendered a di- 
vision unavoidable. This division was 
gradual, and had its foundation in the 
above principle of a direct manifesta- 
tion of spiritual light from God to the 
soul, which was superior to all the 
comments that natural men had ever 
made upon the Scriptures. 

‘This division in sentiment, with its 
concomitant effects, drew together a 
vast multitude out of different church- 
es, who formed a general communion, 
and for a time, acceded to the doc- 
trines and manner of worship, first’ 
opened and practiced among the New- 
Lights, a brief sketch of which is as 
follows;—All creeds, confessions, 
forms of worship and rules of gov- 
ernment invented by men, ought to be 
laid aside ; especially the distinguish- 
ing doctrines of Calvin. That all who 
received the true light of the spirit in 
the inner man, and faithfully followed 
it, would naturally see eye to eye and > 
understand the things of the spirit 
alike, without any written tenet or 
learned expositor. That all who re- 
ceived this true light, would plainly 


}see the purity of God, the depravity 


| 


76 


THE MANIFESTO. 


of man, the necessity of a new birth 
and a sinless life and conversation to 
evidence it. That God was no respect- 
er of persons, willeth the salvation 
of all souls, has opened a door of sal- 
vation through Christ, for all, and 
will have all invited to enter. Such 
‘ as refuse to come in, must blame 
themselves for their own perdition. 
They allowed each one to worship 
God agreeably to his own feelings, or 
whatever impression or consciousness 
of duty he was under, believing the 
true wisdom vhich ‘lives through all 
life,” to be a safer guide than human 
_ forms which can only affect the outer 
man: hence, so wide a door was 
opened, and such a variety of exercis- 
es were exhibited at their public meet- 
ings. All distinction of names was 
laid aside, and it was no matter what 
any one had been called before, if he 
stood in the present light, and felt his 
heart glow with love to the souls of 
men: he was welcome to sing, pray, 
or call sinners to repentance. Neither 
was there any distinction as to age, 
sex, color or anything of a temporary 


nature; old and young, men and wo- 


men, black and white, had equal priv- 
ilege to minister the light which they 
received in whatever way the spirit di- 
rected. It was generally considered 
that such as professed to stand in the 
light and were not actively engaged in 
some way, in time of public service 
were only dead weights upon the cause. 

No one, except those who have 
been an eye witness, can possibly 
paint in their imagination the striking 
solemnity of those occasions on which 
the thousands of Kentuckians were 
convened in one vast assembly under 


cold embraces of death: 


the auspicious influence of the above 
faith. | 

How striking to see hundreds who 
never saw each other in the face before, 
moving uniformly into action without 
any preconcerted plan, and each, with- 
out intruding upon another taking 
that part assigned him by a conscious 
feeling, and in this manner dividing 
into bands over a large extent of 
ground interspersed with tents and 
wagons. 
in the most melodious songs; others 
in solemn and affecting accents of 
prayer: some lamenting with tears 


their lost situation or that of a wicked 


world; others lying apparently in the 
some in- 
structing the ignorant, directing the 
doubtful and urging them in the day 
of God’s visitation to make sure work 
for eternity. Others, from some em- 
inence, exhorting in the gift of a free 
salvation and warning sinners to flee 
frony the wrath to come. The sur- 
rounding forest was at the same time 
vocal with the cries of the distressed, 
sometimes to the distance of half a 
mile in circumference. 

_How persons, so different in their 
education, manners and natural dis- 
positions, without any visible com- 
mander, could enter upon such a scene 
and contiaue in it for days and nights 


in perfect harmony, has been one of 


the greatest wonders that ever the 
world beheld; and was no doubt in- 
cluded in the visions of that man, who, 
falling into a trance with his eyes open, 
cried out, ‘‘How goodly are thy tents, 
QO Jacob! and thy tabernacles, O Is- 
rael! as the valleys are they spread 
forth, as gardens by the river’s side; 


Some uniting their voices 


- 


| 
2 
| 
| 


as the trees of lign-aloes, which the ; 
Lord hath planted.” 
The supernatural and extraordinary 
gifts of the spirit which were visible 
among this people are not less worthy 
of notice than their distinguishing faith 
and manner of worship; such as left 
no doubt of the restitution of that 
sacred panoply, which, together with 
_ the apostolic faith, had been trodden 
- under foot for many hundreds of years 
by the power of antichrist. ‘To evince 
this, as the faith of that people, at 
‘ least, I insert a few extracts from their 
writings. 
David Purviance, in a letter dated 
Caneridge, March 1, 1802, writes, 
‘‘Some things have lately taken place 
among us, which I think more extra- 
ordinary than any I have seen or that) 
have been reported since the apostolic 
age. The case of Rachel Martin, was 
truly miraculous. This case is illus- 
: trated by the following extract. ‘Last| — 
Saturday exceeded by far anything 
ever saw before. Rachel- Martin was| 
struck the ‘Thursday night after you 5 
left this place : She never ate norspoke| + 
for nine days and nights. I was there} ~ 
when she rose and spoke; her coun-| 
tenance was asit were, refined [i.e.| 
transfigured.| She told me she was 
free from the world all that time.’ ” 
BE CONTINUED.) 
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O GIVE me 4 life with the lowly, 
| A home with the rightgous to live; 
And freely resign alj the glory, 
That earth’s fleeting pldasures can give. 
For the spirjtual life is ifmmortal, 
Its treasureg are worth than gold; 
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might, -dsolved 


| planted. 


| we can Hut exflaim in the languag 
| the prophet in/viewing the primitivé Is- 


inherit the praqm- 
ised land\| we will] not be forsaken, but 
will have|the samp power to guide hs, 
if we arg true tb the Order of God. 
This was the teaqhing Elder Giles fla- 
bored to disseminate, and we realiged 
the fact jthat hig every effort was for 
the upbuilding off the different Sodie- 
ties in things b@th spiritual and tem- 


‘poral. All Ziog seemed to sharefan 
rs and he knew Mo «-. 


interest i his la 
special lopality, but was a laborer }in 
God’s vieyard jwherever it mightjbe 


His spiritual nature beamed forthjin 
all his apts andjwords. He wanted 
manking saved ffrom sin and degrada- 
tion andjelevated to a higher plane fof 
purity ahd spirifuality. We trust that 


|his memory wil ever abide in gur 


minds, 4nd the love and reverence Wwe 
feel for thin, remain with us, as an jn- 
centive fo live as near to his example, 
as our strength) and talents may 
mit us. | In vi¢wing his life of usef 
ness and perfect consecration to 


JU, 


rael, ‘‘Lard 1¢t me die the death of the 
may my last days be 
like his.” | 


ld not call him back to 


for he has 
leaving a shining example $f diligence 
and zeal inleverything that}makes up 


““|the sum ofja well-rounded} Ghristian 
| character. 


He strongly incpltated the 
teaching M@ther Ann gave fig her fol- 
lowers when she was up@n earth: 
‘Put your hands at work, Bnd your 
heart toward God.” His example leads 


‘lus to a desire\for spiritual/food, that 


of 


if it were in our power, 
sed from death umtto life, 


1. 
9 
e 
t= 
d 
sh 
re 
yn 
ar 
Ve 
ew 
et 
ler! But we 
nO! earth agair 
it 
in 
to 
is 
t, 
if 
| 


MAY, 1801. 


No. 5. 


THE KENTUCKY REVIVAL. 


By RicHarpD M’NEMAR 
OF 
UNION VILLAGE, OBTIO. 


Published in Albany, N. Y., in 1808. 


No. 5, 


JENEAS M’ in a letter 
dated May, 1802, speaking of the work 
in North Carolina, observes, ‘The like 
wonders have not been seen, except in 
the Kentucky Revrvav last summer, 
since the days of the Apostles. Isup- 
pose the exercises of our congregation 
last winter, surpassed any thing ever 
seen or heard. I think it sometimes 
would have been well, if they had been 
kept and never told.”"* * * * * * * 

It is certain, the natural man re- 
receiveth not the things of the spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness to 
him; hence, Christ instructed his dis- 
ciples not to cast pearls before swine ; 
for the same cause, so little has been 


published abroad concerning the deep 


things of God, made manifest among 
the people called New-Lights: and for 
the same reason, these things can be 
but slightly touched at present. | 

That the power was supernatural by 


which such multitudes were struck 
down, required no arguments to prove ; 


{and had they never risen again, there 


might have been some reason for charg- 
ing it to the devil: but who has power 
to kill and make alive again? could any 
one with the rationality of a man, sup- 
pose that any thing short of the power 
of God, could suspend the functions 
of animal life for an hour, a day, or.a 
week, and again restore them with addi- 
tional brightness? Is nature able to as- 
sume such apparent changes, as for 
tens and fifties, moved at the same 
time by the same instinct, to forget the 
use of every limb, and fall prostrate 
no matter where, and yawn, and gasp, 
and expire in a cold sweat? 

This belongs not to nature, and as 
little does it belong to nature to exempt © 
her sons from wounds and bruises, 
broken limbs, and aching heads, in 
case of such repeated and dangerous 
falls as were common among the New- 
Lights. Least of all, could nature ex- 
tend to their resurrection, after an hour, 
a week, or a trance of nine days. 
Who wants a miracle to arouse their 
faith, and fix it on the sacred truths re- 
corded in the Scriptures? let him rec- 
ognize the camp-meeting, let him find 
the man or woman, whose immortal 
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_part for hours and days traversed the 
regions of eternity, while the breath- 
less body lay as a spectacle of terror 
to surrounding friends. 

The learned expositor of Scripture, 
andthe one whom he opprobriously 
terms an Infidel, are equally baffled 
with the falling exercise:. the one up- 
on his hypothesis, that there never was 
such a thing as a miracle in the days 
of the Apostles; and the other, that 


there never was to be any such thing | 


after. All their experiments and re- 
searches were in vain, to reduce this op- 
eration to some natural cause. 

Their feeling the pulse, changing the 
situation of the person, applying smell- 
ing bottles, bathing with camphor or 
cold water, and letting of blood, could 
never make half the discovery in the 
case that those made who came with 

their barrels of whiskey to retail to the 
“multitude. By such it was abundant- 
ly proved, that the readiest way to 
keep clear of this extraordinary exer- 
cise, was to drown the soul in debauch- 
ery and vice. 

Many circumstances, confounding 
to the wisdom of man, attended: the 
exercises mentioned, which for sake of 
brevity have to be omitted. However 
extraordinary these things were, they 
were not considered by the people as 
the most evidential of a work of the 
true spirit: something much greater 
was commonly expected to succeed 
their resurrection, of greater impor- 
tance than any thing that went before. 
The word of exhortation is ranked 
among the apostolic gifts, and as such 
it was considered by the New-Lights. 
This gift was generally expected on 
the occasion of rising from the before 


mentioned trance, and such expecta- 
tions were very commonly answered. 
The exhortations delivered on those 
occasions by all ranks and colors, but 
especially by small children, were so © 
evidential of a divine power, so search- 
ing to the conscience, and so wounding 
to the sinner, that the most obstinate 
unbelievers have fallen down, like those 


of old, and confessed that God was of 


a truth in them. 
It required a spirit more incredulous 


than that which has commonly been 


called infidelity, to deny a supernatural 
agency in the case of such pathetic 
and powerful addresses from little chil- 
dren, not only unlearned, but also of the 
most bashful and unpopular cast of 
mind. Such little ones, of eight or 


ten years of age raised upon the shoul- 


ders or held up in the armsof some 
one, in the midst of vast multitudes, 
would speak in amannerso marvelous 
and astonishing, that persons of the 
most rugged passions would dissolve 
into tears. Professors of the foremost 
rank, confess that hitherto they had 
been total strangers to that heavenly 
sense and feeling, which distinguished 
a child of God. So deep were the 
effects of truth, delivered in the sim- . 
ple language of a child, of which the 
following may serve as a short speci- 


‘‘Q the sweetness of redeeming love ! 
O if sinners knew the sweetness of 
redeeming love, they would all come 
to the overflowing fountain!” The 
general gift of exhortation was to 
search out the state of the sinner, con- 
vict him of sin, and warn him to fly 


from it. They often came so pointed, 
leven to naming out the person and pub- 
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licly arraigning him for specific crimes, 
that evil spirits, whose work is to cov- 
er iniquity, and conceal it, were stirred 


up to great fury. Those possessed 


with them, would come forth in a great 
rage, threatening and  blaspheming 
against the author of the revival, and 
bold as Goliath, challenge his armies 
to a rencounter. Could nature, without 
bloodshed and slaughter, overcome be- 
ings so fierce? Or must it not be 
something supernatural ? 7 
To see a bold Kentuckian, undaunt- 
ed by the horrors of war, turn pale 
and tremble at the reproof of a weak 
woman, a little boy or a negro; to see 
him sink down in deep remorse, roll 
and toss, and gnash his teeth, till black 
in the face; entreat the prayers of those 
he came to devour, and through their 


_ fervent intercessions and kind instruc- 


tions, obtain deliverance, and return in 
the possession of the meek and gentle 
spirit which he set out to oppose; who 
would say the change was not super- 
natural and miraculous? — 

Such exorcisms, or casting out of 
evil spirits, are justly ranked among 
the wonders which attended the New- 
Light. Nor could the man once de- 
livered from the Legion, go home with 
greater joy to tell his friends what 
great things Jesus had done for him, 


than many returned from these en- 


camping grounds, to annow ce to their 


_ former companions, their happy 


change. 

To what has been said it may be ob- 
jected, that many who were converted 
in this extraordinary manner, gave no 
lasting evidence of a real change, but 


returned again to their former courses ; 


and as they testified that they were all 


actuated by one spirit, if some were 
mistaken, why not the whole? 

- T answer, the work of God is one 
thing and the opinion formed by the 
subject of it, another. If it should be 
granted that many, or even all, were 
mistaken as to the immediate effect of 
the work, this would not alter the work 
from what it was. If a foolish person 
should take grain when it was only in 
the blossom, and say it was ripe, and 


| commence reaping, binding and stack- 


ing it, this would not prove that the 
plowing and sowing had not been well 
done by a good farmer. | 

Spiritual life is of a growing nature, 
as well as vegetable and animal life. 
If many, zealous to increase the number 
of their disciples, did deceive the gener- 
ality with a vain persuasion, that a short 
scene of conviction, light and comfort, 
‘comprehended all that was contained 
in the new birth, and cut them off from 
any further growth, this did not prove 
that their impressions had not a proper 
beginning, or were not of the genuine 
kind. | 7 | 

Obj. 2. If this great appearance of | 
union and general communion was of 
God, why did it not increase? 

Ans. Why did not that union and 
communion increase which existed 
among the Pharisees, Sadducees, Esse- 
nes, Herodians and Syropheenicians, 
who followed Christ into the wilder- 
ness and encamped there day and night? 
The reason is plain, the foundation 
of alasting union could not be laid 
until the rubbish was cleared out of 
the way, and as this was the first work 
then, so it wasin the late revival. 
Those who followed the true light were 


united in breaking down and burning 


‘ 
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that which was old and decayed, and 
this had to be done before they could 
unite in building up that which is 
sound and permanent. A union in the 
first case, although it is productive of 
greater division, is both a shadow and 
a sure pledge of that union which ag 
lows in consequence. 

Obj. 3. But what do you make of 
those who testified that they had got 
all the rubbish destroyed, were car- 
ried above all sin, and temptation, and 
pain, and never should suffer again, 
were higher than Elijah, perfectly 
blessed and filled with the fulness of 
God. With all this so united in heart 


that they never could part, and yet | 
after all, turn to hate one another worse | 


than ever, and live as loose and wicked 
as others? So that they could after- 


ward say ;— | 
“Ah! where am Inow! When was it 
or how— 


That I fell from my heaven of grace? 

I am stripped of my all—I am brought 

into thrall— 
I am banished from Jesus’ face.”’ 

Do not such changes prove that 
their extraordinary light was all a de- 
lusion ?. 

Ans. If so, the same argument will 
prove that every dispensation of light, 
both under the Law and Gospel was a 
delusion, for after the brightest mani- 


festations there was always a falling |i 


away. Did not the whole camp of 
Israel fall away after the giving of the 
law upon mount Sinai? Did this prove 
that the light which they saw and all 
the signs and wonders that preceded 
and accompanied it was delusion? 
David, Solomon, and all the Kings and 
people of Israel fell away; and how 
‘often was this chosen -generation 


brought under judgments and banished 
into captivity, not to prove that their 
extraordinary light had been all delu- 
sion, but the contrary. 


John the Baptist decreased and _ his 


followers came to nothing. All that 
had followed Jesus for three years, 
forsook him and fell away in the hour 
of trial. If this was not sufficient ac- 
cording to the above objection, to prove 
their light a delusion, you may add the 
universal apostacy that prevailed 


through the long reign of antichrist, 
in which there was none that did good 


and sinned not, no not one. 
Ae BE CONTINUED.) 


Ever since the pld, old Leary was 
ee told akd believedjof the perfect ori- 

gin of Adam and Kjis tremendous fall, 
whereby \the whold race wag ever aif - 
terward be cuased, the enden¢y : 
has been th look uppn the pagt as st- 
perior in e¥ery resp¢ct to the present. 
Every gengration gighs and wishep 
back the gpod old times thag used t@ 
be; as if tha world abd everyting per 
taining theieto, wap always} on th 
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s the offspring of a ffAlse theology. 

The world] moves @nward and up- 
ward. Hunganity deyelops, piogress- 
es, improveg. Knowledge | 
abroad, and wisdom arkd love increase. 
Of this we hhave abundant proofs all 
around us. {Progress, though pbradu- | 
al, is certain} ancient myths and su- ' 
perstitions nd longer intlirall the Minds | 
of men as fhey have one initimes 
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Ir the same visible consequences 
have attended this kind of light first 
and last, the different manifestations 
of it must be established or condemned 
together. But to obviate the question 
more particularly, it will be proper to 
observe, that divine light is first re- 
ceived by faith, We must first be- 
lieve the report concerning things in- 


_ visible, before we can see the object 


face to face and actually possess it; 
and the firm belief of a thing will pro- 
duce great effects both on the mind 
and body. Whom having not seen, 
ye lave, in whom believing, though 
now ye see him not, yet rejoice with 


joy unspeakable and full of glory. 
- This unspeakable joy was merely the 


fruit of faith in those who had to re- 


ceive the end of their faith, even the: 


salvation of the soul. If those called 
New-Lights did testify that they were 
dead to the world, and risen with 


Christ above all sin, temptation, pain 
and suffering, were full of glory and 
perfectly blessed with the fulness of 
God, united in heart, and beyond the 
possibility of a separation, they only 
meant that this was their situation by 
faith. They had full faith that such 
a state was attainable, and werc swal- 


lowed up in the delightful contempla- 
tion of it, as though they were actu- 


ally in it. That it was not their real 
situation, was evident from their re- 
peated complaints of remaining dark- 
ness, and their prayers for returning 
light. If it is said that upon this 
principle, all their exercises were only 
the workings of imagination: 
swer, that until a thing is brought 
present to the senses, the brightest 
knowledge we can have of it is a bright 
and clear imagination, by means of a 


shadow or image of the thing. But — 


we must distinguish between a vain 
imagination and that which is properly 
founded. 

If we form an imagination of a thing 
that has no existence, that imagina- 
tion is vain; but it is not so, when 


the image of a thing is drawn upon 


the mind which has actual existence. 


What knowledge had the Jews of the 


kingdom of Christ while under the 
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ceremonial law, beyond the effect of 
lively images? The law having a 
shadow of good things to come, and 
not the very substance of the things, 
could never with those sacrifices which 
they offered year by year continually, 
make the comers thereunto perfect, 
for would they not then have ceased 
to be offered? 
nations were not vain, they were shad- 
ows of good things, of real substances, 
although they were yet to come, and 
absolutely necessary to come in order 
to their perfection. The cases are 
perfectly similar, for if the New-Lights 
had found real perfection by the afore- 
mentioned exercises, would not these 
exercises have ceased? The same per- 
sons would fall again and again, and 
rise with the same transfigured coun- 
tenance, and testify that they felt 
Christ in them, and were full of glory 
as before, and again cry out for Christ 
to come and pardon and save them 
from their sins ; so that at every meet- 
ing the same sacrifices were continu- 
ally offered, which was a plain evi- 
dence that their affections were raised 
by an influential faith, a confident ex- 
pectation of things hoped for, and the 
evidence of things not sven. If any 
should build upon their faith and de- 
ceive themselves with the shadow, and 
think it was the substance, they must 
blame themselves, for common sense 
is capable of making the distinction. 
Obj. 4. But if it was the true light 
of the spirit they were in, must not 
that light have secured them from any 
such mistake ? 
Ans. Why did not the light on 
mount Tabor show the three disciples 
that what they saw was only a vision, 


Observe, their imagi- 


and that Jesus was not yet glorified ? 
Why were all the disciples so mistaken 
about the kingdom of Christ, both be- 


fore and after their master was cruci- 


fied? Why did they expect it to come 
with observation, and immediately ap- 
pear? Why were they so mistaken as 
to think that John would never die? 
The light of God was never sent to 
those who were under no mistakes, 
but to such as were immersed in er- 


rors and mistakes, and willing to seé * 


and have their mistakes corrected. 
The first work of God is to discover 
errors and mistakes and have them 


put out of the way, and this must 


needs be done, before anything sub- 
stantial and permanent can be built 
up. Hence, the work among the New- 
Lights was intended to tear down and 
remove the rubbish of old systems, 
and therefore, the subjects of it, had 
practically and experimentally, to han- 


dle and prove the corrupt materials of 
| the whole fabric. 


To be elected and insted out as the 
distinguished objects of irresistible 
grace, carried through even to the res- 
urrection, and after being raised in 
glory, soul and body reunited, openly 
acknowledged and acquitted as dear 
children of God and made perfectly 
blessed, as they had supposed; yet 
after all, they found they were in their 
sins, ‘‘exposed to all the miseries in 
this life, to death itself, and to the 
pains of hell forever.” 
the whole building must be one grand 
mistake throughout, and therefore in 
obedience to that light, by which they 
discovered the danger of the old build- 
ing, they determined to forsake it, or 
roll it away piece by piece, until the 


Consequently, 


: | 
¥ 
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way was prepared for a better founda- 


tion. The disciples and followers of 
Jesus had his promise that they should 
receive the Holy Spirit, who would 
abide with them forever; that he and 


the Father would come and make their 


abode with them. Until the promise 
was fulfilled their old Pharisaical er- 
rors remained, and they were liable to 
pervert and abuse all the new light 


*\\ they received, by mixing it with their] 


vain superstitions. and traditions of 
men. The greater part gloried that 
such a Savior was raised to Israel, but 
if they had not been mistaken they 
would rather have gloried in such a 
breaker being raised to Israel. 

The disciples of Jesus were much 


more mistaken at first than his avowed} 


enemies, for the latter evidently saw 
that he would be the occasion of tak- 
ing away their place and nation, un- 
less he could be defeated by superior 
power; whereas the former imagined 
that his whole design was to build them 
up. In the midst of all their glory- 


- ing, and the exercise of such spiritual 


power as they had, they were often 
warned not to rest in what they had 


received. No wonder then, if many 
of the opposers of the late revival, in 


its first stages, were capable of -form- 


ing a more correct judgment concern- 


ing the visible effects of it, than those 
who were in it, and of improving up- 
on the admonitions given to the disci- 
ples of old in a similar case, to con- 
vince the New-Lights that all their 
mighty gifts did not carry them out 
of the reach of danger. 

Not every one that saith Lord, 
Lord—For many shall say unto me in 


_ that day, Lord, Lord, have we not. 


prophesied in thy name, and in thy 
name cast out demons? and in thy 
name done many wonderful works? 
and then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you: depart from me ye 
that work. iniquity. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


HOW OAME TO BE 48 


| EORGE M. Wicks HAM. 


WHILE attending the jmemo 
vice of Hider Giles B. Avery, 


this quegtion,—How chme I be a 
Shaker? | Why I was so impfessed I 
cannot tll; I hope it will do n 

In thefyear 1824, while in 
teenth yd@ar of my age,jthere w 
an agitajion among ag large 
people injrelation to liging a 
nity lifes About this tim 


phia on a kcturing tour, and 
the principles and advantages of a 
life in Community. | My father, at 
that time, was much wins with 
his theory, 4nd I was} highly: pleased 
while attending his lectures. thought 
I could see njore happiness inia Com- 
munity, than}in the } omnes way of 
living. The Yirst tinge that;I heard 
the name Shaker me tioned, was in 
one of his leptures. | Rober 
gave an accognt of @ visit ¢ 


days. He wap mucp please 
some things 


could see no geason{ why th society 


ml ser- 
gan. 4, 
1891, I fblt impressed | o ask jmyself 
Owen, th¢ great phil@nthropist from 
Lanark, Spotland, came to Philadel- 
Village, Ohio, where fhe spept three 
d with 
long the 
people, and tlpught the Shakers 
| could live in Community, and in peace 
and harmony, long*as they jhad, he 
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that he wis trying to build \p in the 
state of Indiana, should nog succeed 


larged for a\village or town, 
built as the society increased. 
arrangements were very complete ;\the 
model could bd@ taken apart, and\all 
the interior rooms and different apa 
Inents presented t@ view. The cookin 
and laundry establishments were place 


in the center, and were designed to ac- | 


commodate the whole square. Steam 
was to be used for washing and cook- 
ing, which was quite '~ novel idea in 
those days. But all do not see alike: 
some thought they saw room for im- 
provement, and propdsed starting a 
society nearer home, and making all 
the improvements that} their wisdom 
could devise. | 
They looked for a place upon which 
to locate and finally conchided to set- 
tle at Valley Forge, the} noted place 
which General Washingtoh chose for 
his winter quarters, in the fime of the 
revolutionary war. The pirice agreed 
upon for the estate was\ sixty-five 
thousand dollars. My fathpr was one 
of the first to move his fam#y into the 
place, and was the last to njove away. 
_ The number of members b@onging to 
the society was about threq hundred. 
They did not all move to thé new set- 
tlement but intended to dojso as soon 
as buildings could be prephred. But 
as a house built upon sandjhas a poor 
foundation, so it was with the Valley 
Forge community. The fall of that 
society, however, turned fo the up- 
building of Lebanon in some degree. 
Abel Knight, a prominent member 


.|a Quaker preache 


of our Community,}saw a letter writ- 
ten by one of the} 
by the 
and after thearing 
could fing no rest 


Mott, of New York 
of the Shakers, Abe 
until he had made fA visit toj Water- 
vliet, N. Y., and angther to New Leb- 
anon the followingjsummer.} When 
he returned he brought somejof the 
publications of the Bélievers, ‘‘Christ’s 
Second Appeuring”’ 
Church.” 

But to return. J lived at} Valley 
orge about one yea, and woftked in 
the machine shop fhost of tlie time. 
My father concludedito start again in 
his former business, which was wire- 
working. He took jme to thp city, 
wheke I boarded negrly a year and 
lookéd after the busigess in the shop 
when lhe was absent. | About the lat- 
ter pat of October, my father moved 
his fampily from Valley Forge'to the 
city agin, and 1 wnt home to live 
with my mother, brothers and ister. 
By this|time, my father, being inti- 
mately adquainted with Abel Kuight, 
had receiyed from him some kfowl- 
edge of the Shakers, and obtained 
some books. In the dvenings got 
the family together @nd read fp us 


from ‘‘Chijst’s Second Appearing,” or 
the ‘‘Millehnial Church.” 


I was in- 
terested op account jof Comme@nity 
life, and Jj often fel sorry thaf our 
Community had proved a_ fafure. 
One day, if conversation with my fa- 
ther, I saig to him I wished he would 


let me go fo Indiana nd see Rébert 
Owen’s community. Le replied, ‘They 


are breakihg up; are scattering ; 
it would foe useless fto go.” Ij}had 
heard my father telf much abou§ the 


and. ‘**Mi lennial 


7 


| 
and hold together, in like ‘manner 
He exhibited a model, showing his ‘ 
plan in the farm of a square ahd en- a 
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Concerning the separation of those 
called New-Lights from the 
Presbyterian Church. — 

A DIVISION ‘must always precede a 
separation. That division in senti- 
ment which began about the com- 
mencement of the present century in 
the Presbyterian church continually 
increased until it effected an impor- 
tant separation, which took place in 
the month of September, 1803, a par- 


- ticular account of which is published 
in a pamphlet entitled, ‘‘An Apology} 
for renouncing the jurisdiction of the] 


Synod of Kentucky.” It is an old 


proverb, that ‘‘two cannot walk to- 


gether unless they be agreed.”’ | 
For nearly three years, the subjects 
and promoters of the revival continued 
their outward church membership with 
those whose constant labor it was to 
oppose and suppress it. This was a 
painful situation to both parties: for 


the New-Light to be chained down in 
silence, forbidden to pray, exhort or 
make any noise or uproar in time of 
meeting, however clearly he saw the 
danger of the wicked or felt his soul 
overflowing with the love and goodness 
of God. No less painful did it feel 
to the expounder, and those who con- 


tented themselves with his learned ahd 


ingenious labors, to be interrupted by 
a sudden shout, and put to silence by 
the din which commonly followed. 

- Worst of all, to hear that system 
by which he had all his wealth in this — 
world, and the hope of a favorite in- 
terest in a better, set at naught by the 
general proclamation, ‘‘whogoever will, 


let him eome and take of the water of 


life freely.’ * Thus it continued un- 
til the unequivocal and open testimo- 


ny of several ministers came forth in 


vindication of the new doctrine and 
the operations and exercises which at- 
tended it, and in pointed opposition to 
the Presbyterian system. This fur- 


| nished the desirable occasion of ban- 


ishing from the standing community, 
those flaming zealots whom ministerial 
authority had failed to reduce into sub- — 
jection. | 

Those who were destined to excom- 


munication on account of their faith 


- 

va 

> 

| 
| 
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and zeal, might not be wholly .eft 
without the usual claim of congenial 
descent from Leo the great, the dis- 
senting ministers voluntarily withdrew 
from under the jurisdiction of the Pres- 
byterian church, and according to their 
own history ‘‘constituted themselves 
into a Presbytery.” ‘*We, the above 
named, Robert Marshall, John Dunla- 
vy, Richard M’Nemar, Barton W. 
Stone and John Thompson, having en- 
tered the above protest and withdrawn 
from under the jurisdiction of the Syn- 
od of Kentucky and of the Presbyte- 
ries to which we belonged, do now 
formally unite in a body as a Presby- 
tery of Springfield.” 

The design of these men as they 
themselves testify in their writings, 
was not to lay the foundation of any 
church or distinct party, but as they 
express it, they considered this ‘‘Pres- 
 bytery providentially formed to cover 
the truth from the impending storm 
and check the lawless career of oppo- 
sition.”” Nevertheless they proceeded 
to organize what they called churches, 
although they considered their exist- 
ence as only a kind of asylum for those 
who were cast out, that they might 
come forth and be there, like David’s 


father and mother with the king of. 


Moab, until they should know what 
God would do for them. 

On this occasion, as far as the way 
was opened for a separation, the sub- 
jects of the revival who were sincere 
in their profession, generally came 
forth and united with the seceding 
_ body, which were distinguished by the 
name of SCHISMATICS. 


As this separation was productive | 


of a very important change and placed 


the subjects of the revival in a differ- 


ent situation from what they had been, 


as far as it extended, it will be proper 
to trace the outlines of those new- 
formed churches in their separate ca- 
pacity, and the first thing to be con- 
sidered is their manner of constituting. 
Every house must be builded upon 
some foundation; all human creeds 


and confessions had been disannulled 
or rolled out of the way; the power, 


and authority of modern clergy, as 
successive to the apostles was re- 
nounced, and the Presbytery of Spring- 
field confessed and denied not that 
they were as far off the true founda- 
tion as the rest. In this predicament 


they concluded that they would stand 
the safest and be most retired and un- 


observed by contending parties, upon 
this foundation :—the Scriptures. 

The following minutes, extracted 
from the records of the Turtle-Creek 
church, will develop this point more 
particularly, according to which plan 
the churches in general, which are 
called ScHISMATIC, were organized. 

1804.—‘*The session, taking into 
consideration the propriety of a more 
close attention to the government and 
discipline of the church, think it expe- 
dient to state to the people at large 


| who have considered themselves under 
jour care, the following observations 


on that subject.” 


I. ‘*We think it the of the 


church, mutually to profess their re- 
gard to the holy Scriptures as the on- 
ly rule of faith and practice, and the 


only standard of doctrine and disci- 
pline.” 


Il. ‘*We think the Eldership ought 
not to form a separate body distinct 
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from the church itself, nor go out of 
doors secretly to transact such business | 


as concerns the body of the people.” 


III. ‘*We think it tends to keep the 
people in the dark and obstruct a real 
spirit of communion, to examine and 
admit members, try causes of scandal, 
censure, rebuke, reprove or suspend in 
secret, or to transact privately by the 
representatives of the people, such or 
any other business of a public nature.” 

IV. ‘“‘We think it expedient in or- 
der to the due exercise of government 
and discipline, that all who believe 
should be together in one place.” ‘‘We 


therefore recommend that the church| 


constitute in the place for public wor- 
ship.” ‘*Moreover, that the forego- 
ing observations be publicly read in 
the congregation, and the voice of the 
church taken, on the expediency of 
immediately reducing them to practice.” 

Signed, William Bedel, Malcham 
Worley, Matthias Spinning, Aaron 
Tullis, Samuel Sering, Francis Bedel, 


and Richard M’Nemar. Accordingly, 
_at the close of public worship the above 


observations were read, and after a 
brief discussion on the subject, the fol- 
lowing propositions were stated to the 
members of the church. | 

Do we adopt the holy Scriptures as 
the only rule of faith and practice, the 
only standard of doctrine and. disci- 
pline? Do we agree to constitute a 
church, and in that capacity to trans- 
act business? The questions being 


put, were answered in the affirmative, 


with uplifted hands, and no dissenting 
voice. The number were about seven- 
ty-four who voted as above, and re- 
maining in the house after the congre- 


- gation was dismissed, took their seats 


as members of the church. It was 
moved that the use of tokens be laid 
aside. It was also moved and agreed, 
that the endearing and Scripture ap- | 
pellation of brother and sister be re- 
vived among the members. 

It is to be observed that in those — 
congregations where the members of 
the new Presbytery resided, the Pres- 
byterian mode of government had been 
practiced for some time after the sepa- 
ration. Neither did the Presbytery 
immediately resign their reputed au- 
thority, although in everything they 
introduced some alteration. 

They considered it their prerogative 
to license public teachers, or rather to 
forward those whom they believed 
were chosen and called of God. The 
following, written at Springfield, Mar. 
1804, will serve as a specimen. 

Forasmuch as our brother, Malcham 
Worley, has made known to us the ex- 
ercises of his mind for some time past, 
expressive of a divine call to labor in 
word and doctrine, and we being sat- 
isfied froma long and intimate ac- 
quaintance with him, of his talents, 
both natural and acquired, being such, 
as through the grace of God may ren- 
der him useful; and considering that 
the way of God is above our ways, it 
therefore seemeth good to us with one 
accord to encourage our brother to 
the work, whereunto we trust the Ho- 
ly Spirit is calling him. We do here- | 
by recommend him to the churches 
scattered abroad, to be forwarded in 


his calling according to the manifesta-_ 


tion of the spirit given to him to prof- 

it withal. Signed in behalf of the 

Presbytery. 
B. W. Clk. 


| 
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It was but a short time before the 
Presbytery were convicted that their 
union was formed upon antichristian 
principles, and under that conviction 
dissolved. It will be unnecessary to 
say anything further concerning the 
government and discipline exercised 
by them. Their principle object was 
to set the people at liberty from the’ 
contracted folds into which they had 


been gathered by idol shepherds in the | 


cloudy and dark day. As soon as they 
constituted a separate body, as above, 
with the Scriptures unexpounded as 
their only index, nothing remained 
for the Presbytery to do in relation to 
them, but to sit and watch, as Jonah 
sat in his booth, to see what would be- 
come of the city. _ 

It now remains to give a more par- 
ticular account of the churches and 
people called Schismatics. 

From their expressions it is diffi- 
cult to say what their real character 
‘was in their own estimation. They 
speak of themselves as a church, 
— about to constitute a church, but how 
the first was constituted seemingly was 
not considered. Again, they speak 
‘of the people at large, and the church- 
es at large. If these expressions have 
any definite signification, they must 
mean the people at liberty, and the 
churches at liberty. To be set at large 
and at liberty means one and the same 
thing. 

It follows then, that they considered 
the people who had been set at large 
by the preceding work, as now consti- 
‘tuting churches at large or at liberty, 
‘who should be bound by no form of 
doctrine or discipline, but stand loose 
upon the variegated fields of antedelu- 


vianism, patriarchism, Judaism, bap- 
tism, Christianity and Gentile-party- 
ism, or whatever else was meted out 
between the lids of the Bible, either 
by history, precept, promise or propb- 
ecy. Notwithstanding this extensive 
liberty, it is truly marvelous and as- 
tonishing to consider the regular man- 
ner in which they proceeded from thing 
to thing in the investigation of truth. , 
What is still more striking, is the 
union and harmony which existed 
among them in those investigations, 
and the subordination which they man- 
ifested in relation to those who were 
considered the most deeply initiated 
into the mysteries of the spirit. Tak- 
ing what is called the New-Light doc- 
trine as the rudiments of divine truth, 
they proceeded to consider the nature 
‘of justification and reconciliation to 
God. | | 

They rejected as a dangerous error, 
the doctrine of justification by the im- 
puted righteousness of Christ, and 
taught that no one could be justified 
or accepted of God but he that for- 
sook his sins and became personally 
righteous; that no one could be pro- 
nounced just, upon the principles of 
truth, who was not so in reality, and 
therefore when the true God accepteth 
any as righteous in his sight, it must 
be such as are so in reality. ~ 

Reconciliation or atonement is to be 
at one; Christ is at one with God; 
we must be at one with Christ. God 
is unchangeably holy, just and good, 
‘and therefore cannot be reconciled or 
at one with an unholy, unjust and 
wicked person. Man in his natural 
‘state is unjust and unholy, therefore 


God is not.at one with man. Chris — 


| 
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the mediator, came into the world to 
atone us to God, not to reconcile or 
atone God to us, for if God is recon- 
ciled or atoned to man, it must be by 
becoming unholy and unjust; this 
cannot be; the work of reconciliation 
or atonement is to make-man like God, 
holy, just and good, and for this pur- 
pose Christ came into the world. 
There is wrath and enmity to be taken 
out of the way; this never was in God, 
for God is love, therefore it must be in 


man, and to remove it out of man, the 


blood or life of Christ was shed, and 
to man that blood or life must be ap- 
plied, and not to the throne of God’s 
justice which is unchangeably holy, 
just and good. 

According to the schismatic doc- 
trine, the vicarious sufferings of Jesus 
Christ in the room and stead of sinners 
that they might live, was only a cun- 
- ningly devised fable, destitute of foun- 
dation either in common gense and 
reason or the Scriptures of truth, that 
proxy sufferings were inadmissible by 
any just law, either of God or man, 
as it would be wholly unreasonable 
and unlawful to hang an honest man 
in room and stead of a murderer, that 
the latter might be delivered out of 
the hands of justice and set at liberty. 

“According to the unchangeable law 
of God, the soul that sinneth it shall 
die. From whence it was plainly de- 
duced that there could be no reconcili- 
ation or atonement to God, until the 
evil spirit, which is prone to evil, and 
that continually, was overcome and 
rooted out of God’s creature, and as 
soon as that spirit which is opposed to 
the law was extinct, sin which is a 
transgression of the law, ceased of 


course, and the soul which came from 
God became reconciled and at one 
with Him. Hence followed the ne- 
cessity of the sufferings of Christ being 
commensurate to the atonement and 
glory that should follow. He set us 
an example that we should walk in his 
steps. He suffered in the flesh that 
we might arm ourselves with the same 
mind. ‘‘It is evident that Christians 
according to: their measure have fel-— 
lowship in the sufferings of Christ, 
and are filling up that which is behind 
his afflictions, in their body.”’ Stone’s 
letters on atonement. | 
Upon this principle it was evident 
that all who were in Christ suffered 
with him, that they might be glorified 
together, witnessed the sufferings of 
Christ. 1 Pet. v., 1. Rejoiced in 
his sufferings. (Chr. iv., 13.) That 
when the glory should be revealed, 
they might be glad with exceeding joy. 


| The sufferings of Christ abounded in 


Paul, which were effectual to the Cor- 
inthians; not to exempt them from 
sufferings, but in their enduring the 
same sufferings which he also suffered. 
2 Cor. i., 5,6. The greatest depth © 
of the schismatic doctrine lay in the 
reciprocal union which they supposed 
must exist between Jesus Christ and 
his followers, which rendered both the 
sufferings and glorification identical in 
each, and left no room for the disciple 
to suffer in the room and stead of his 
Lord, any more than for the Lord to 
suffer in the room and stead of the 
disciple; and therefore if the suffer- 
ings of Christ abounded in the disci- 
ples of Jesus, the disciple did not suf- 
fer in the room and stead of Christ, 


but verily Christ suffered in him the 


| 
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' . game as in his Teacher. They taught 
that all that were born of Christ and 


united to him, were true Christians as’ 


much as fire produced by fire, is very 
fire of fire; and as Christ proceeded 
_ from the Father, and was true God of 
the true God, so all that were born of 
the cdlivine nature of heaven, were per- 
fect in one... 

It is very evident that the seed of 
Abraham are all believers. These be- 
lievers are one, therefore not called 
seeds but seed. For there is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond 
nor free, there is neither male nor fe- 
male; for ye are all one in Christ Je- 
sus. Gal. iii., 28. For as the body is 
one and hath many members, and all 
the members of that one body being 


many, are one body so also is Christ. 


1 Cor. xii., 12. Hence by Christ, in 


this verse, the Apostle means _believ- | 


ers who are in Christ. And so I un- 
derstaud Gal. iii., 16. ‘¢And to thy 
seed which is Christ, i. e. to all be- 
lievers.” B. W. Stone. 

Upon the strength of this article of 
faith the Schismatics were so abun- 
dant in their profession of having 
Christ in them and being full of God, 
both the Father and the Son; Not 
that they held as an established prin- 
ciple that a real hypostatical union 
existed between them and God, but a 
hypothetical or supposed union de- 
pending on their faith, as all things 
are possible to him that believeth. 
The possibility of standing in so near 
a relation to God, afforded a lively 
anticipation of it to the mind while in 
the full exercise of believing, but still 


left room for the following prayer :—| 


‘‘Come Father, Son and Holy Ghost, 


And seal me thine abode; 
Let all I am in Thee be lost; 
Let all be lost in God.” 
Were an animal capable of believ- 


ing that it was possible to be lost and 


swallowed up in man, and be incorpor- | 


ated with the human body and be- 
come one with it, the anticipation of 
such an exalted state might be very 
pleasing to the mind of that animal ; 
but should he imagine that man 
would form the union by swallowing 
him alive he must find himself greatly 
mistaken in the issue. Now, consid- 
ering the great disparity between sin- 


|ful man and God, it need not be 


thought strange if those who express 
the above prayer with great fervor, 
should be as greatly disappointed 
when the process is entered upon, by 
which the all-important union is ef- 
fected. 

The Schismatics however, consid- 
ered this union to have taken place 


first of all-in the person of Jesus Christ. — 
Hence, many important questions were 


agitated concerning this extraordinary 
person, the end of his mission into the 
world, the nature of the work which 
was given him to do, and how that 
work was to effect us. Upon which dif- 
ferent hypotheses were formed accord- 
ing to the proficiency of each in the 


New-Light and the Schismatic spirit. 


i 
SONNET. 
Lucy BowERs. 
My soul rejoices in the golden light, 
My thougitts are happy 4f the vaulted : 
blue, 
And oh! my plégsure in th&sparkling 
dew 
That comes mid beatty of the sthrlit night 
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Ir was agreed on all hands, that 
God was unchangeable and needed not 
the sufferings and death of his Son, to 


render him propitious to the soul of 


any; that it was through love that he 
sent his Son into the world, that sin is 
the only thing in the universe that he 
hates, that he would have all men saved 
from it, and that to effect this, Christ 


made his appearance in the world. 


That innocence and love could not suf- 
fer and die in the room and stead of guilt 
andenmity. Nor could the imputation 
of innocence and purity to the guilty 
and vile, render them happy in the 
presence of heavenly beings of a con- 
trary nature. 

From these premises it was ecibicteds 
ed and taught by some, that man by 
departing from God, lost the true 
knowledge of his character and fell in- 
to a gross mistake, in concluding that 
he was their enemy; that Christ came 


to joven the true character of God in 
order to convince sinners of their mis- 
take, and prove to them that God was 
their friend; that he had sufficiently 
established this point by submitting to 
be killed by them, rather than oppose 
or hurt them. Upon this hypothesis 
the Savior was supposed to die in the 


-|/room and stead of the wicked, ina 


sense, somewhat different from the 
former. Inasmuch as the parties must 
meet, and the sinner looked upon God 
as his enemy, and was determined eith- 
er to kill or be killed. The love of 
Christ to the wicked was so great, that 
he chose to be killed rather than kill, 
and this was supposed to constitute the 
gospel, the glad tidings; that although 
sinners killed their best friend through 
a mistake yet he freely forgave them. 
When any believe this they repent and 
are reconciled to God as their friend, 
whom before they thought to is their 
enemy. 

This gospel method of salvation was 
however, by no means established as — 
a matter of common faith. The 
generality still believed mankind to be 
under a deeper disorder, than such a 
mistake. ‘‘For after that they knew 
God, they glorified him not as God. 
And did not love to retain God in their 
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knowledge.” Besides, if there is such 
implacable enmity between the sinner 
and God, that one or other must die, 
and if the enmity is found in the sin- 
ner, he must certainly be in the wrong ; 
therefore unless the Deity sacrifice his 
law and justice as well as his life, out 
of love to the sinner, death and suffer- 
ing must inevitably seize upon him that 
isin the wrong. If the sinner is at 
enmity against God whatever the cause 
be, if God is reconciled to him in that 
state, he must be at enmity against 
himself. 
the sinner conclude that God was rec- 
onciled to him, had nothing against 
him, overlooked his enmity and disobe- 
dience, the last error must be worse 
than the first. 

From the propositions laid dow n, 
another conclusion was drawn more 
consistent and which was more uni- 
versally embraced; that the coming of 


Christ into the world was to make an 


end of sin, and unless we are wholly 
delivered from it, we can never see the 
face of God in peace. ? 
Pursuant to this conclusion, the first 
of those new satellites, (Malcham 
Worley,) which the Presbytery of 
Springfield had recommended as a light 
to the churches, began to shine out in 
the month of June, 1804; and from 
the effulgence of the great luminary, 
around whose centre the Schismatic 
body revolved, proposed to obviate 
verygdifficulty that had been attached 
to those intricate subjects, and lay open 
- the whole matter plain to the weakest 
capacity. However plain and obvi- 
ous the new divinity might have ap- 
peared to him or to others at the time 
it was divulged, certain itis, that none 


Upon this principle, should | 


but Schismatics, or such as unequivo- 
cally maintain the sacred rights of con- 
science, could ever have admitted the 
opening of sentiments so singular, with 
impunity. Under the auspicious wings 
of the American Eagle, which shades 
the honest enquirer after truth from 
the rage of popes and despots, the 
reader may calmly peruse those singu- 
lar propositions which were so gener- +. 
ally ascribed to a disorder in the brain, 
in which the following ideas were in- 
cluded. 

‘‘Man was at first created in the na- 
ture and image of God, but being tempt- 
ed, the nature of the serpent was be- 
gotten in him, which is an earthly, sen- 
sual nature, directly opposed to God. 
This diabolical nature however contrary 
to the divine in which man was created, 
could not overcome nor extinguish it; 
hence, there remained in the same per- 
son two natures, at enmity and war 
the one against the other; the one de- 
nominated the seed of the woman, the 
other the seed of the serpent.” 

‘¢Adam begat a son in his own like- 
ness, a double-minded man, and in 
this situation the whole human race 
were propagated, and thus they re- 
mained till Christ made his appearance 
and began the work of redemption.” 

‘‘Jesus Christ, the redeemer, as- 
sumed in the body of his flesh the same 
nature, which was in all other men, 
was made in all points like unto his 
brethren whom he came to redeem, 
had two distinct and opposite natures 
residing in his one body. This nature 
which worked in the man, and not some 
being outwardly visible, tried and 
tempted him to seek temporal riches 


|and honors, to convert the stunes into 
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bread, and cast himself down from the 
pinnacle of the temple, in order that 
hé might be acknowledged and adored 
as the coming Messiah. 

This wicked nature being denied of 
all its demands, crossed in all its crav 
ings, gave him up for a season to the 
ministry of angels, but afterwards 
rallied its vanquished powers, and 


»«struggled for life and victory against 


the Son of God, but was again over- 
come and held to the painful and igno- 
minious cross, on which he was worn 
out, wasted and consumed as by a 
lingering fire, until he was forced in 
his last convulsive agonies, to cry 
aloud and yield up the invisible and 
immortal spirit. Thus the work of 
final redemption was finished, and the 
second man arose and ascended out of 
that lawless nature into which the first 
Then the serpent’s head was 
bruised, and the first born of the wo- 
man’s seed put everlastingly out of his 
reach. 
According to this transaction, all 
the types, figures and allegories in the 
old testament, and parables in the new 
are to be understood. Thus, Cain and 
Abel, Ishmael and Isaac, Esau and 
Jacob, the sumptuous glutton and Laz- 
arus the beggar and the foolish and 
wise virgins, are to be considered as 
types of these two distinct natures ; 
the one elect, the other reprobate ; the 
one beloved, the other hated; the one 
and his offering accepted, the oer re- 


jected.” 


‘‘Again, the ‘divine nature which 
was chosen, redeemed, exalted and glo- 
rified in the person of Christ Jesus, is 
denominated in Scripture the spirit, the 
inner man, and the new man. Its op- 


posite, the old man, the man of sin, 
the son of perdition, the flesh which 


,|lusteth against the spirit, the carnal 


mind, that wicked which sitteth in the 
temple of God and defiles it; which in 


the work of redemption must lift up his 


eyes in torment, be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord, be consumed and destroyed 


and go into final perdition.” 


‘This wicked which is one and the 
same in all men, being overcome and 
destroyed in the person of Jesus Christ, 
laid a foundation for the gospel to be 


preached to every creature under heav- 


en, and for all to look and hope for re- 
demption at his final appearing. | 

That it was necessary that this gos- 
pel should be published to all the world, 
before a full end of that wicked should 
come. By this gospel he was bound, 
but suffered to live another day, or 
thousand years. This thousand years 
is now expired and the period come for 
that man of sin to be finally consumed 
from off the face of the earth. For 
this end, the spirit of God is. poured 
out upon the people, first to reveal, 
and then to consume this wicked.” 

Such were the general propositions 
advanced by Malcham Worley, in the 
summer of 1804, and which was ac- 
ceded to by a number of those Schis- 
matics who were considered foremost 
in the New-Light. 

‘From whom or from what did 
Christ redeem? I answer: Hegcame 
to redeem us from sin. Mankind are 
represented as sold under sin, serving 
sin, servants to sin, under the domin- 
ion and reign of ain. It is plain that 
Christ redeems us from sin or from 
all iniquity.” 
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‘‘T now inquire what was the prio 


given for our redemption? The blood 
of Christ is everywhere in Scripture 
declared to be the price given. Acts 
xx., 28. Rev. v., 9. It may be asked 
if Christ or God in Christ, redeems 
from sin? And if he gave his blood 
as the ransom or price, who got the 
price?” 

The Apostle to the Hebrews an- 


swers ;—‘‘Forasmuch as the children’ 


were partakers of flesh and blood, he 
also himself likewise took part of the 
same, that through death he might 
destroy him that had the power of 
death.”” Here we see who had the 
power of death; and he got the price, 
which was the death of Jesus. Then 


was fulfilled that old prophecy, ‘I 


will put enmity between thee and the 
- woman, and between thy seed and her 
seed: It shall bruise thy head and 


thou shalt bruise his heel:” Gen. 


iii., 15. 

This particular point, ‘‘the devil 
getting the price,” was combated by 
Dr. Campbell in his strictures. Where- 
upon Br. Stone agreed ‘‘to eat these 
dreadful words” because so extremely 
offensive to the Doctor, and the oceca- 
sion of a wildness of imagination in 
the Calvinist preachers and people. 
Neither Dr. Campbell nor Br. Stone 
fully understood the expression when 
they agreed that it should be eaten. 
The offence of the expressions seemed 
to lie in giving Satan something that 
was precious; hence the Doctor’s ob- 
jection, ‘‘that the precious blood of 
Christ was given by God to Satan in 
payment!” That ‘*God was so mer- 
— ciless as to deliver up his only Son to 
glut the malice of a blood-thirsty de- 


mon!” That ‘the lamb of God was 
immolated on the altar of hell.” Had 
he ‘adverted to the Apostle’s idea, 
quoted by Stone, that this precious 
blood was intended to destroy the one 
to whom it was given, it must have 
appeared more consistent for the devil 
te get it, than the justice of God. 
The Doctor would not be so unrea- 


sonable as to give a dose of tartar. 


emetic to one in perfect health, and 
thereby at-one him to the bilious. He 
knows the precious tartar emetic, 
which is the very essence of bile, must 
be deposited in the bowels of his pa- 


tient, in order to collect into union 
with itself every thing there of its own 


nature and carry it off in the draught. 

Admitting that Christ assumed that 
blood, life or nature, in which all 
mankind lay separated from God, that 
life was his, and he had a right to do 
with it what he pleased. Although it 
was endowed with no greater excel- 
lence in him than in another, consid- 


ered in itself, yet it might be denomi- * 


nated precious, from the use which he 
made of it. Admitting that he gave 


it up as a public sacrifice, made a 


show of it openly and put away sin by 
the sacrifice of it, the Doctor must 
grant that Stone’s inference was not 
so full of horror as he at first imag- 
ined, and consequently it must prove 
a very strong emetic to him that eats it. 

The above Schismatic doctrine, as 
far as it was opened and explained, 
threatened the total subversion of the 
Calvinistic system; for, upon the 
principle that sin must be actually de- 
stroyed, that Christ did actually as- 
sume, overcome and destroy it, and 
that the same battle must be fought, 


| 
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and the same victory gained by all 
who are born of God, it follows that 


proxy sinning, suffering, obeying, dy- 


ing, rising and reigning are the proper 
If it 
was the enmity which Christ nailed to 


— the cross and took out of the way, and 


evil which he destroyed by death, the 
hypostatical union of two distinct na- 


* tures in the Son of God forever, must 


be a capital mistake, and all the wor- 


ship that has been offered to him up- 


on such a faith, must have conduced 
to the dignity and honor of that spirit, 
which the meek, lowly, and self-deny- 
ing Savior foiled upon the mount. 

In fine, the Schismatics taking it 
for granted that sin was the whole oc- 
casion of two, that Christ came to de- 
stroy it, that his veracity was pledged 


to finish the work, and that the time 


of the promise was near at hand, ex- 
pected, in whatever way the work 
should be affected, the day would soon 


, declare it. 


Several objections were, raised in 
the Schismatic fraternity against Br. 
Worley’s manner of understanding the 
Scriptures, the most particular of 
which was, 

Ist. That it led to Universalism and 


made Christ the Savior of all men 


eventually, as well as officially; tak- 
ing it for granted, that either in the 
plan of redemption or the execution 
of it, God had distinguished the souls 
of men by number and person. 

2nd. That if such a doctrine was 
established it would open a wider door 
to vice, inasmuch as it would cut off 
at once from the carnal mind, the 
powerful influence of hope and fear; 
consequently, the wicked spirit in man 


would become more violent, and sin 
with more greediness, knowing that 
his time was short. | 

As all agreed that they were only 
beginning to learn thé mysteries of 
the Scripture, and each one had a 
right to exercise his own faith, and 
walk by the same rule, and mind the 
same thing whereunto he had attained, 
the investigation of these mysterious 
and intricate points, was put off to a 
future period, and the churches went 
on harmoniously in the first principles 
of the New-Light which they conceived 
to be so well established by the ex- 
traordinary power and gifts of the 
spirit. | 

I shall now proceed to give some 
account of their particular form of 
government and manner of worship. 

It has been before observed that 
they constituted by a vote, which con- 
sidered the Scripture as the only writ-— 
ten oracle through which the mind of 
God was revealed to them. In order 
to this general suffrage, in which the 
body of the people at large had equal 
privilege, every claim to superiority, 
by a succession of church offices, had 
been laid aside, consequently the pow- 
er of government was considered in 
the body of the people thus constitut- 
ed. This new republic, under the 
standard of liberty and equality, and 
invested with so great a degree of 
light, life and power, assumed a threat- 
ening aspect toward the little sur- | 
rounding kingdoms which had so long 
been weakening each other by civil 
broils. It is difficult to paint the zeal 
for liberty, and just indignation 
against the old aristocratic spirit, 
which glowed through every member 
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of this new confederacy. Under the 
influence of this warm democratic zeal 
these churches soon exhibited an ap- 
pearance, distinct from anything that 
had ever been seen. The following 
minutes of the church at Turtle-Creek 
will serve to illustrate some of the 
particulars of their proceedings. 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


MEMORY’S PICTURE. 


ANNIE R. STEPHEns. 


the picture gallery o my mind 


sents} charming landscape, 
ed bya distant mountains, 
first faint gleams of the s 
sun flodgs hill and vale with \ ‘@ silver 
radiance, lighting the fresh. gre n fo- 
liage withya tender glow, and tha, ear- 
ly flowers @f May are reaching up, to 
the sunbeam to unfold their beautiful 


lives. But Yhis is not all, only e 


outward expression, the real scene lits\ 
back of these} things, as much as t 
soul is behind the body. Perhaps yo 
think it is the re collection of a paint- 
ing from some aticient artist, or a pro- 
duction of modermtimes; but none of 
these ; it is the pleasant reminiscence 
of a kindness received from a friend 
and penciled on the \plastic walls of 
memory, never to be forgotten. 

It was a lovely day in the spring 
when all Nature was crowned with the 
beauty of the vernal season, even the 
atmosphere was so balmy that it 
seemed like drinking in the nectar of 
the god’s, most delightful ahd inspir- 


ing; but none of these could\I enjoy ; 


a slight accident had confined\ me to 


my room, and in my misfortune I was 
not forgotten. A Idving hand, pkompt- 
ed by a loving heart, had gathered 
from the woods sonje mosses andjearly 
blossoms, Nature’s first offerings, ar- 
tistically arranged, and brought qhem 
to me to console 


ture’s works. And they did speakjin 
audible sounds to my inner senses. } I 
heard the music of the rippling streajr 
as it bounded over gtone and pebble, 
moistening the rootsjof these woodlant 
flowerets ; I saw the sunbeam painting 
their delicate petajs, and the proug 
oak and lofty elm, that for many yea 

had stood and debarred the keene} 
rays of the sun, and sheltered many 
such fragile blossoms from the tem 
pest; and linked mith all this beauty 


was the Divine Mind who forins the 


atom and holds we lds: in immeasura 
ble space. 

The thoughts that flowed into my 
mind at that time, pen cannot portray 

felt my soul blended with the goodf 
the beautiful and) divine of the pag 
and present, and flooded with a spirif- 
al feeling entirély unknown to 
fore; in the ecstasy of the mom@nt 
could but excl4im—‘+Oh! the sbul 
is\more\than the Body, the spiritugl is 
superior\to the m aterial.” If wejun- 
the inner sancthary 
od’s\univerge, and cast off the 


e might pierce tlfrough 
the mysteries\thaf enshroud, 


hy weary feellngs 
jand speak in their tongueless langupge 
of the beauty and jsublimity of Na- - 


which our minds are 


are \many vivid scenes; qgne most 
beautiful that I often admife, repre- 
| | 
| 
| Suchi were thefthoughts and feelings 
produced by theftender sympafhy of a | 
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‘‘Aprin 21, 1804, John Miller, 


Amos Valentine and Joseph Stout, 


publicly related the circumstances of 
their conversion, with which the church 
was well satisfied and gave them the 
right hand of fellowship, as worthy 
members of the suffering body of 
Christ. Samuel Kimbel informed the 
- church with tears, that he had wound- 
ed his own conscience and the cause 
of God by associating with the wicked 
in a tavern, and tossing a dollar for 
whisky; professed his abhorrence of 
such conduct and his determination to 
be more guarded in future. The 
church was satisfied with his repen- 
tance and agreed that the offence be 
forgiven.” 

J. F. informed the church that he 
had been overtaken in a quarrel, in 
which he suffered anger to rise in his 
breast, whereby the holy spirit was 


grieved. Yet as he did not manifest 
that the leaven was purged out in such 
a manner as to feel the fellowship of 
that spirit which turns the other cheek 
to the smiter, loves an enemy, and re- 
turns blessing for cursing; the church 
agreed that he be kept on suspense till 
further satisfaction be obtained.” 

Observe, it was upon the supposi- 
tion that Christ was in this body of 
people, that transgressors came for- 
ward and confessed their sins, and 
such confessions were not considered 
as being made to men, but to God, 
and the forgiveness to proceed from 
that spirit, which was at one with the 
Father and the Son. In this mode of 
government, the republican body was 
filed off in a separate capacity, and 
the surrounding multitude were con- 
sidered as belonging to a different 
family, and any one might have the 
privilege of coming over, confessing 
their wickedness, professing their re- 
pentance and uniting with their spirit 
as far as they chose. The way was 
as free and open for any to change 
sides in a different manner. 

These churches still retained the use - 
of the sacraments, but from the 
change which had taken place in the 
ministry, the end and use of the sac- 
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rament was very differently consid- 
ered. When the imputed righteous- 
ness of Christ, the sutisfaetion made 
to justice in behalf of the sinner, and 
the imputed authority of the standing 


clergy to minister in the name of 


Christ, were set aside, the former use 
of the sacraments must of course 20 
with the rest, for there remained no 
one regularly ordained to administer 
them. It may be enquired whether 
these churches did not consider them- 
selves authorized to ordain ministers. 
I answer they did not, as appears evi- 
dent from the tenor of their faith on 
that subject, as stated in the ‘‘Obser- 


vations on Church Government,” as 


well as from the manner in which they 
acted in relation to that important 
matter. 

The farthest that they went was to 
express their satisfaction with, and 
encourage those whom they believed 
had power and authority given them 
from heaven, as appears from the fol- 
lowing minute, dated Sept. 29, 1804. 

‘The church took into consideration 
the case of Brother Worley, relative 
to his laboring in the word. He was 
examined as to his soundness in the 
faith, with which examination the 
church was satisfied :” and he was en- 
couraged to exercise his talents in 
public exhortation, as Providence 
might call and direct. The Schismat- 
ics had too fresh a remembrance of 
the sufferings they had undergone in 
obtaining liberty from the reputed 
vicegerents of Christ, acting in his 
room and stead, to allow them to lay 
hands suddenly on any one, and es- 
pecially as they conceived it necessary 
that the Holy Spirit should be given 


in the important article of ordaining a 
true minister of the Gospel. 

In consequence of encouragement 
from the republican body, there were 
certain individuals who took charge in 
public exercises, which leads me to 
state sou.e of the peculiarities of their 
worship. | 

From their general faith that God 


and Christ had their abode in the soul~ 


of man, and from those inward feel- 
ings of love and power which they oc- 
easionally felt, through the medium of 
a lively faith, they were led to believe 
that whatever exercise was congruous 
to that inward feeling, and had a ten- 
dency to increase it, was acceptable to 
God, as true worship. Hence, by 
giving the right hand of fellowship to 
those who were admitted into the com- 
munity, and finding that it tended to 
increase the inward workings of the 
spirit, it was gradually introduced as 
a common act of worship, in concert 


with singing hymns and = spiritual 


songs. 
The whole society, old and young, 


would commonly unite in this mode of © 
worship and taking each other by the © 


hand, would shake not only their 
hands but their whole bodies, with such 
violence that the place would seem to 
quiver under them. This they calleé 
rejoicing, and in this worship they con- 
sidered it the privilege of every one to 
unite who believed the new doctrine of 
atonement. Admitting that God was 
love, could not be changed, was the 
same to one soul as another and would 
have all to be saved. Nothing re- 
mained but for the soul to love God 
and rejoice in-confident hope of salva- 
tion, and manifest its faith and confi- 


: 

| 
¢ 
~ 


‘What, cannot see? then light thy lamp 
_ And do thy work beneath its beam, 
| Wipe from thy brow the gathering damp, 


highest and best; 


{s 
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And from thy mind the fitful dream, 


_ And scorn the spirit that would doubt 
_ The shining of the sun afar, 


Or deem the stars were blotted out, 

By nature’s atmospheric war. 

So, when the phase of darkness spreads 
Upon thy soul to curb its view, 

And in its fold hides nameless dreads, 
Light up thy faith with ardor new. 

It is ingratitude to pine, ® 

’Tis base to murmur or shrink back; 
’Tis noble to arise and shine, | 
Tho’ midnight broods on pinions black. 
The revelation of the morn 


Will melt the ebon wings away, 


When unto truth the soul is born, 
With resolution to obey. 


Happy the soul whate’er its meed 


That learns in patience to abide, 
And cultivates the holy seed, 
Till harvest’s golden eventide. 
For sweeter is the reaper’s strain 
Than all the music flung on air, 
And richer is the reaper’s gain 


Than all the treasures earth can bear. 
Mt. Lebanon, N. Y. 
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THE SPIRITUAL TEACHER. 


Way THE SHAKERS ARE ENTITLED TO 


A Canpip HEARING. 
Tuomas STROUD. 


Because :—While they are a relig- 
ious body, they value the good in all 
other religious and secular people; 
they respect the religious opinions of 
all men, while claiming their own as 
they respect the 
sincere unbeliever, atheist, infidel, or 
heathen, while they abhor profanity 
and foolish levity; they are a sgelf- 
supporting community, those highest 
in trust among them performing daily 
manual labor; by their economy, fru- 


| 


gality and industry they tend in many 
ways to increase the material prosper- 
ity of the country, and must therefore 
meet the approval of political econo- 
mists ; because, while taking no part 
in politics, they sympathize with every 
moral, social, and political progressive | 
movement; rejoice to see the govern- 
ments of the earth tending to the free- 
dom of the people, and to their re-— 

leasement from oppression. ‘They rec- , 

ommend moderation and temperance | 
in food and drink, and would be glad ’- 
to see the manufacture of all intoxi- 
icating drinks prohibited; they are 
fast tending to vegetarianism; they 
will not follow the fashions of the 
world in apparel and conversation, 
but seek only for cleanliness and com- 
fort; they rejoice to see old credent 
forms breaking away in the minds of 
men, and to see a growth into more of 


-|the simplicity and life of Christ which 


consists in repentance for wrong, Matt. 
xxi., 31, 32, that leads to amend- 
ment of the life. 

They think that man should bear the 
moral consequences of sin equally 
with woman; being the originators of 
the sublime idea, that God is as much 
Mother as Father: justice is at once 
established in the mind, and equality 
of the sexes accorded. ‘The founder 
of their institution was a woman, and 
their sisters are equal in rights and 
authority with the brethren, and have 
been for one hundred and twenty 
years, since the founding of ‘the com- 
munity; they sympathize with every 
effort to place woman on a legal equal- 
ity with man, believing primarily in 
the justice of such equality, and as a 
consequence that much moral im- 
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dence by every such bodily exercise as 
had a loving or joyful appearance. 
The New-Lights had considered it pre- 
sumption to perform any of these bodi- 
ly exercises voluntarily, into which 
they were forced by asupernatural pow- 
er, but this kind of faith appeared 
childish to the Schismaties. They sup- 
posed that whatever God moved the 
creature to. by his irresistible power, 
must be acceptable tohim. Therefore, 
it was their privilege to do voluntari- 
ly what was acceptable to God, rather 
than be once in a while dragged to it, 
and the rest of their time offer up such 
voluntary as was ‘‘full of un- 
belief and sin.’ | 

The New-Lights, struck down and 
held under the power of death for a 
time, then raised as in a new world of 
light and vision, and carried away with 
such raptures of joy, could not possi- 
bly conceal their conversion. Such a 


conversion and way of manifesting it, | 


however acceptable it might be to God, 


as being the effect of his irresistible} 
power, yet the Schismatics conceived 


er of God, and constrained to do what 


he did not love, and might afterwards 


excuse himself that he could not help 
it, and still claim his union with the 
world by a voluntary profession that 


he was yet a sinner, prone to evil and 


no better than any other. All that dis- 
tinguished him from others, was the 
lighting down of a sovereign power 
upon him which he could not avoid. 
The Schismaties conceived they were 
worshiping God to acceptance, while 
relating their conversion, expressing 
their abhorrence of sin, and singing 
spiritual songs to that effect, ‘‘I shall 
be holy here,” shaking hands and shud- 
dering with indignation against their 


soul-eneinies, and crying out for final 


liverance from them. 


“Make me, Savior, what thou art: 
Live thyself within my heart.”’ 
Leaping and skipping voluntarily in 
the joyful hope; 
‘‘Then the world shall always see, 


Christ the holy child in me.” 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


it to be more acceptable to God, and not} # 
without good reason, for one who was} 
convinced of sin and had turned from| ~ 


it, to rise in the assembly of those who 
were like-minded, testify his views and 
feelings, and declare his intentions 
boldly and voluntarily. Again if he 
was overtaken with a fault, if it should 


be so small a thing as tossing a dollar | 


for whiskey or suffering a little anger 
to arise in his breast, that he volunta- 

rily confess it in the open light and 
- profess his abhorrence of it. There 
must appear a very marked difference 
between this worship and that in which 
the sinner was overtaken with the pow- 


} 


\ 
7 TRUST THOU IN GOD. | 
4, CECELIA Dg VERE. \ 
WHAT, dannot see? but yesterd 
The earth and sky werg calm and bright, | 
And shipis were seen uppn their way, 
Both to and fro, in\am r light; : 
But now the rocks arej piled, 
The shad@ws creep, \and fall is glog@med 
As if fair heaven’ had neyer smile , 
And earth \beneath ver bloomed. 
There was gladness\in the air, 
Sweet chorils of in\the breezp, | 
It seemed ag if the hand of prayer 
Touched reyerently the leafy keys. 
Now all sileat, save the\mo@an 
Of winds that prophesy \storm, 
And waves that bring th derton | 
Of tempests where the thunders form. 
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The principal thing that distin- 


4 guished the Schismatic worship from 


that of the New-Lights, was their tak- 


ing the privilege of exhibiting by a 


bold faith, what others were moved to 
by a blind impulse. This they con- 
sidered a great improvement, growth: 
and advancement in the spirit of the 
revival. Upon this principle, the vol- 
untary exercise of dancing was intro- 
duced as the worship of God, by Br. 


‘Thompson and some others who were 


forward in promoting the grand schism. 
Although this singular worship was 
practiced voluntarily with a degree of 
formality, yet it was not introduced in 


a formal way, but by following up and 


improving those operations which at 
first irresistibly forced them into that 
exercise. 


At the spring sacrament at Turtle- 


Creek in 1804, Br. Thompson had been 
constrained just at the close of the 
meeting to go to dancing, and for an 
hour or more to dance in a regular man- 
ner round the stand, all the while re+ 
peating in a low tone of voice; ‘*This 
is the Holy Spirit, Glory!” But it 
was not till the ensuing fall, that the 
Schismatics began to encourage on? 
another to praise God in the dance and 
unite in that exercise; just believing 
that it was their privilege to rejoice be- 
fore the Lord, and go forth in the 
dances of them that make merry. 
However, the Schismatics aimed at 
that worship which should be expres- 
sive of uniform and continual joy, yet 
they were far from attaining it, and at 
least the one half of their exercises 
were of a contrary nature; some of a 
voluntary and others of an involun- 
tary kind. 
Among their voluntary acts of wor- 
ship, was the general confession that 
they were sinners, rebuking, reprov- 
ing and laboring to reclaim their fel- 
lows who were more notoriously wick- 
ed than the rest; some praying to God 
to sanctify their corrupt natures,. and 
others praying against their prayers. 
This kind of praying-match was a very 
common Schismatic exercise. They 
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considered it contrary to their federal 
constitution for one to attack another 
openly by any supposed authority, and 
therefore they had recourse to the spir- 
it, and by the brightest, boldest and 
loudest gift of prayer, the cause was 
commonly decided. In this way they 
generally settled their controversies of 
every kind. One would begin to preach 
or exhort, and if his doctrine was 
judged unsound or uninteresting, he 


would be presently matched with a 


prayer, and whichever collected the 
greatest warmth and manifested the 
most lively sensation of soul, gained 


the victory, and interested the general 


shout on that side. 7 

There were moreover in the Schis- 
matic worship, a species of exercises 
of an involuntary kind, which seemed 
to have been substituted by the Great 
Spirit, in the room of the falling, which 
had been among the New-Lights. The 
principal of these, were the rolling ex- 
ercise, the jerks and the barks. 

The rolling exercise which consisted 
in being cast down in a violent man- 
ner, doubled with the head and feet 
together, and rolled over and over like 
a wheel, or stretched in a prostrate 
manner, turned swiftly over and over 
like alog. This was considered very 
debasing and mortifying, especially if 
the person was taken in this manner 


through the mud, and sullied therewith | 


from head to foot. 

Still more demeaning and mortify- 
ing, were the jerks. Nothing in na- 
ture could better represent this strange 


and unaccountable operation, than for | 


one to goad another, alternately on ev- 
ery side with a piece of hotiron. The 
exercise commonly began in the head 


| before. 


little account. 


which would fly backward and forward 


and from side to side with a quick jolt, | 


which the person would naturally labor 


to suppress, but in vain. The more 
any one labored to stay himself and be © 


sober, the more he staggered, and the 
more rapidly his twitches increased. 
He must necessarily go as he was 


stimulated, whether with a violent dash * 


on the ground and bounce from place 
to place like a football, or hop round 
with head, limbs and trunk, twitching 
and jolting in every direction, as if 
they must inevitably flyasunder. How 
such could escape without injury, was 
no small wonder to spectators. | 

By this strange operation the human 
frame was commonly so transformed 
and disfigured, as to lose every trace 
of its natural appearance. Sometimes 
the head would be twitched right and 
left to a half round, with such velocity 
that not a feature could be discovered 
but the face appear as much behind as 
In the quick, progressive 
jerk, it would seem as if the person 
was transmuted into some other spe- 
cies of creature. Head-dresses were 
Even kerchiefs 
bound tight round the head, would be 


flirted off almost with the first twitch, — 


and the hair put into the utmost con- 


>. 


fusion. This was a very great incon — 


venience, to redress which, the gener- 
ality were shorn, though directly con- 
trary to their confession of faith. 
Such as were seized with the jerks, 
were wrested at once, not only from 
under their own government, but that 
of every one else, so that it was dan- 
gerous to attempt confining them, or 


touching them in any manner, to what- | 
ever danger they were exposed. Few — 
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were hurt, except it were such as re- 
belled .against the operation through 
willful and deliberate enmity, and re- 
fused to comply with the injunctions 
_ which it came to enforce. 

_ The last possible grade of mortifica- 
tion seemed to be couched in the barks, 
which frequently accompanied the jerks 
nor were they contemptible characters 
who were the common victims of this 
disgracing operation, but persons who 


gonsidered themselves in the foremost 


rank, possessed of the highest im- 
provements of human nature. In 
spite of all the efforts of nature, both 
men and women would be forced to 


personate that animal, whose name, 


appropriated to a human creature, is 
counted the most vulgar stigma. 
Forced I say, for no argument but 
force, could induce any one of polite 
breeding, in a public company, to take 
the position of a canine beast, move 
about on all fours, growl, snap the 


\. teeth, and bark in so personating a 


manner, as to set the eyes and ears of 
the spectator at variance. 
commonly acknowledged by the sub- 
jects of these exercises, that they were 
laid upon them as a chastisement for 
disobedience, or a stimulus to incite 
them to some duty or exercise to which 
they felt opposed. Hence, it was very 


. perceivable that the quickest method 


to find releasement from the jerks and 
barks, was to engage in the voluntary 
dance. Such as refused, being in- 
wardly moved thereto as their duty and 
privilege, had to bear these afflicting 
operations from month to month, and 
from year to year, until they wholly 
lost their original design, and were 
converted into a badge of honor, in 


It was: 


the same manner as the first outward 
mark of human guilt. i 
Although these strange convulsions 
served to overawe the heaven-daring 
spirits of the wicked,: and stimulate 
the halting Schismatics to the per- 
formance of many duties disagreeable 
to the carnal mind, yet in all this, 
their design was not fully comprehend- 
ed. Something doubtful and awful, 
was thought to be figured oat thereby, 
which would suddenly fall with pain — 
upon the heads of the wicked; and 
nothing was more calculated to excite 
such fearful apprehensions, than the — 
expressions that were sometimes mixed 
with the bow wow wow, such as every 
knee shall bow, and every tongue con- 
fess. At least these exercises served 
to show that the foundation was not 
yet laid for unremitting joy, and that 
such as attached themselves to this 
people, must unite with them as a 


body destined to suffer with Christ, 


before they could reign with him. 

However great the sufferings of the — 
Schismatics, from a sense of their own 
remaining depravity, the burden and 
weight of distress they bore for a lost 
world, the hatred, contempt, and per- 
secuting rage of all around them to- 
gether with the spasmodic writhings . 
of body with which they were so gen- 
erally exercised; yet they were not a 
little alleviated by the many extraor- 
dinary signs and gifts of the spirit, | 
through which they were encouraged 
to look for brighter days. Among 
these innumerable signs and gifts, may 
be ranked, the spirit of prophecy ; 
being caught up or carried away in 
this spirit, and remaining for hours in- 
sensible of anything in nature, dream- 
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ing of dreams, seeing visions, hearing 
unspeakable words, the fragrant smell, 
and delightful singing. 

This spirit of prophecy is particu- 
larly worthy of notice, which had its 
foundation in a peculiar kind of faith, 
and grew up under the special influ- 
ence of visions and dreams. The 
first thing was to believe what God 
had promised, with an appropriating 
faith; cast anchor upon the thing 
promised though unseen, and hold the 
soul to the pursuit of it in defiance of 
all the tossing billows of unbelief. 


This faith, so contrary to the carnal | 


heart, they concluded must be of God. 
It must be the spirit of Christ, or God 
working in the creature, both to will 
and todo. What is the promise but 
the purpose of God? What is the 
purpose of my soul, says the Schis- 
matic, but to have the thing promised. 
Has God promised? He cannot lie: 
Has He purposed? He cannot alter. 
What his spirit leads me to, I shall 
possess, as certain as God is stronger 
- than evil. Upon this principle all 
were encouraged to believe the promise 
and immediately set out in co-operation 
with the promiser; and in proportion 
to the strength of their faith, to pre- 
. dict the certain accomplishment of that 
purpose of God, which they felt with- 
in them. 

Notwithstanding this faith furnished 
_ a very bold foundation for predicting 
what should come to pass, yet it was 
_ far from comprehending the whole of 
that evidence, upon which the Schis- 
matic looked for the purpose and prom- 
ise of God to be fulfilled. It was very 
common for them to be caught up or 
carried away by the same spirit of 


faith, and be shown in bright and 
heavenly visions, the indisputable re- 


ality of what they before contemplated 


in a simple belief. In those ecstacies 
some would seem to desert the body, 
and leave it for hours in a state al- 
most or quite inanimate. Others in 
their transports, would seem to use 
their clay tenement as a kind of instru- 
ment, to sign out and represent to the 


spectators, what the active apirit. saw . 


in open vision. 

Of these extraordinary visions, noth- 
ing can be communicated here beyond 
an imperfect hint, and whether they 
ever be correctly stated on paper is a 
matter of doubt. Their general im- 
port respected things that were darkly 
hinted at in the Scriptures, and hard 


to be understood ; such things as were ss 


especially to take place in the latter 
days. Hence, notwithstanding they 
had adopted the Scriptures under the 
notion of a confession of faith, yet it 
was not immediately to the Scriptures 
they applied for light, but to that 


transporting spirit which opened clear-— 


ly to the mind, those mysterious things 
recorded in Scripture, which the wis- 
est men upon earth, without the spirit, 
could not understand. 

We view Christ as the only center 
of union, and love the only bond. Let 
us labor after this spirit, and when we 
obtain it, then we shall all be uhited 
in one body. Some are groaning for 
the wounds of the Presbyterian cause ; 
some for the Methodist and some for 
the Baptist each believing that it is the 
cause of Christ for which they are 
groaning. Some areas heartily groan- 


ing for the wounds of the Christian 


cause, without respect to names or 


» 
i 
| 


God would hear and answer us. O let 
us unite in the common cause. Then 


Jesus. Brethren, yours in the Lord. 
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parties. If we should unite our groans 
and cries to the Father of our mercies, 
for the general release and the coming 
of the Lord’s kingdom with power, 


will Zion shake herself from the dust, 


shine forth as the sun in his brightness | 


and be terrible as an army with banners. 
Then shall she be a cup of trembling 


to-all the people round about her, and | 
_ shake terribly the nations. Then shall 


that man of sin be destroyed, and right- 
eousness shall flow down as a mighty 
stream. These things, dear brethren,: 
are not vain imaginations for God 
is now about to take the earth. Thy 
kingdom come. Even so come Lord 


R. MarsHAL.t. 
J. Duntavy. 
W. Stone. 

J. THOMPSON. 
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ship outside of the formality of ® creed ; 
and in that spirit he was amogg them 
that day; | 
Last eyening, picking up a Bible be- 
fore retiting, as wag his wdnt, he 
opened it at that beautiful chapter of 
John the w 
be made whole?” 
addressed, | after complying -with the 
conditions, headed, and he rose 
and walked; and At was the Sabbath 
day. So he retired with that upon his 
mind, and he thopght, ‘*How} fitting 
to be in the Shs sr Community, and 
sick man of old, 
‘‘Can I be made whole?” No {wonder 
that he had \a/good night’s 
that he came ¥ 


ized. In 
ing through fhe 
great many who 
and when hg got to the secret freegsses 
of their heafts, he\found that they did 
not really wish to be bad; they had 
missed their way; 1 was wegkness 
and they ngeded s COD- 


induced them to make promjses of 
reformation 
one after ¢ 
and peace was produ 
tion, 
So it wasjin other matters!| He had 
& peace man; jt was as 
natural to him as to 
his lungs. | He could im buf see that 


a peaceful gondition was begt for us 


ords, ‘sWilt thou 
‘The sick man thus 


ast, and 
th a cup overflowing © 
with love and sympathetic regard for 
them. No wohder, too, that we sliould | 
| feel encourag¢ment in traveling 
in the world and seeing so muth good © 
that can be found there, if it can only © 
be brought opt of its recesses gnd util- | 
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the Moderator of the 
Synod of Kentucky.” 
In these sublime figures was couched 
the whole purport of the Schismatic 


vision, the coming of the Lord’s king-. 


dom with power. A one body of peo- 
ple, united in Christ by the pure bond 
of love ; the house, habitation or dome 
of the king of kings, in which the 
groanings of Presbyterians, Metho- 
dists, Baptists and Christians, for the 
wounds of their petty, party causes 
should not be heard. A Zion or pure 
gospel church, shaking herself from 
the dust, from every thing unclean ; all 
that belongs to the serpent, and shin- 
ing forth like the sun in his bright- 
ness. Making the people to tremble, 
and shaking terribly the nations. 
Consuming the man of sin, and open- 


ing a stream of elushaiion righteous. 


| ness upon the earth. 


These were bold figures, and that 
they were just about to be substanti- 
ated, required something more than a 
vain imagination to evince. 

Sleeping and waking, the whole 
topic with these Schismatics, was the 


| increasing work of God, and the bless- 


ed kingdom just about to appear, and 
each one contemplating it through 


_|some special dream or vision, in which 


they felt confident they had a particu- 


‘lar revelation of the Lord’s Christ. 


This was the kind of manna which 
they were daily gathering. 

In some of these rapturous scenes, 
they professed to be carried out of the 
body, and to be favored with a partic- 
ular interview with the spirits of their 
departed friends, and to see and learn 
their different allotments in the invisi- 
ble world. Sometimes they mixed 
with great multitudes who had em- 
braced religion in the past century, 
and were waiting for the new Jerusa- 
lem to appear, and the way to be 
opened into the holy City. At other 
times they professed to see the holy 
City in the bright and heavenly glory, 
and to hear the songs of the angelic 


host; and attempting to join them in 
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their music, occasioned the melodious 
sound, that entering into the over- 
shadowing cloud of such celestial wit- 
nesses, perfumed their whole soul and 
body with a peculiar fragrance, which 
rendered everything of a mortal na- 
ture, disagreeable and unsavory. 

This peculiar fragrance, which could 


not be found in any thing upon earth, 
but the subjects of these strange oper- 
ations, seemed of all other things, to 
bring the heavenly state the nearest to 
the senses of these people. Under the 
influence of this singular perfume, 
they would swoon away sometimes 
three or four times in a day, recover, 


rise and dance with such elevated) 


springs, as might render it doubtful to 
the spectator, whether they properly 
_ belonged to the inhabitants of this 
globe, or to some other family of be- 
ings. 

Besides these singular transports, 
they had another species of vision, 
more universal, in which the sun, 
moon, stars, mountains, rivers, plains, 
vegetables, animals and a thousand 
particular things and circumstances in 
nature, were used as emblems of 


things in the spiritual world, or king- 
dom of Christ. 


One has a night vision of two suns, 
another of three moons, another, wide 
awake sees a great platform of bright 
stars in the noon-day hemisphere. 
From these they descend to appari- 
tions of strange things upon earth. 
One discovers a certain’ spot of ground 
illuminated all over with the bright- 
ness of burning fire, and thousands of 
human beings flocking to it from all 
quarters, and instantly purified from 


all the effects of a gross and fleshly 
nature. 


Another sees the air crowded with 
birds of prey, commissioned to devour 
the flesh .of every dead beast. Anoth- 
er sees a road marked out in the color 
of bright light, a thousand miles long, 
and stands with his visual faculties 
intensely fixed. upon it, until he dis- 
covers certain persons coming forth 
with good news from afar. Some in 


their visions were employed in cross- 


ing rivers, climbing mountains, find- 
ing treasures, fighting serpents, or 
more delightfully employed in eating 
the fruits of the tree of life, bathing 
in clear water, casting off old gar- 
ments and putting on new. 

In a word, all nature seemed to be 


impregnated with a new and spiritual 


quality, which rendered every object 
and every transaction presented to the 
mind, whether sleeping or waking, 


susceptible of some signification which 


respected the then present work. — 
These short sketches may serve to 


recognize the astonishing raptures in” 


which the Schismatics were carried 
along in full expectation of the king- 
dom of Christ. Such was the unre- 
mitted flow of that spirit, which trans- 
muted every thing into a different ap- 
pearance, that were it supposable that 
disembodied spirits could enter living 


men and women, it might be thought - 


that every visionary, recorded either 
in sacred or profane history, had ren- 
dezyoused in the Schismatics, and 
borrowed their active powers to revise 
their endless train of types and fig- 
ures. 
the greatest propriety, that these sin- 
gular people appropriated to their’ day 
the full and perfect accomplishment 
of the following prophecy of Joel. 


At least it was, no doubt with > 
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‘I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh, and your’sons and your daugh- 
ters shall prophesy, and your young 
men shall see visions, and your old 


men shall dream dreams—and I will 
. Show wonders in heaven above, and 


signs in the earth beneath, blood and 
fire and vapors of smoke.” They did 
not consider that the spirit of prophe- 
cy, or their dreams and visions and 
other signs had any thing in them to 
But 
as the merchant hangs out signals 


about his door, to direct the people 


where to come for merchandize; so 
were the prophesier, the dreamer, the 
visionist, the sweet singer, and fra- 
grant dancer, hung out to the view of the 
world, to show where God was about 


to open his everlasting kingdom of 


righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit. This kingdom was what 
the Schismatics were peculiarly inter- 
ested in, and short of this they — 
“mined never to stop. 

About the latter end of the year 
1804, there were regular societies of 
these people in the state of Ohio: at 
Turtle-Creek, Eagle-Creek, Spring- 
field, Orangedale, Salem, Beaver- 
Creek and Clear-Creek. And in Ken- 


tucky; at Cabbin-Creek, Flemings- 


burgh, Concord, Caneridge, Indian- 
Creek, Bethel, Paint-lick and Shawny- 


run, besides an innumerable multitude | - 


dispersed among the people in Ten- 
nessee, North Carolina, Virginia, and 
the western parts of Pennsylvania, 
who were exercised more or less with 
the same spirit. Praying, shouting, 
jerking, barking or rolling; dreaming, 
prophesying, and looking as through 
a glass, at the infinite glories of mount 


Zion, just about to break apart upon 
the world. 

At least those who were | in. 
the schism, expected beyond a doubt, 
that another summer would not roll by 


| with any degree of the light, gifts and 


power of God, short of that which 
bringeth full and complete salvation 
from all sin. In this expectation, be- 
sides the common exercises of shakiug 
hands and pledging themselves to each 
other by every thing sacred, that they 
would persevere in the sin-killing 
work unto the full feast of the lamb, 
they practiced a mode of prayer which 
was as singular as the situation in 
which they stood, and the faith by 
which they were actuated. According 
to their proper name of distinction 
they stood separate and divided, each 
one for one; and in this capacity, 
they offered up each their separate 
cries to God in one united harmony of 
sound, by which the doubtful foot- 
steps of those who were in search of 
the meeting, might be directed some-_ 
times to the distance of miles. What- 


ever this portentous concert might 


have addressed to God in the inner 
man, a sensible spectator with the 
slightest attention might have gathered 
the general import of their univocal 
prayer, from such as the fol- 
lowing :— 
‘‘Lorp Gop, Atmicuty! Thou hast 
promised unto us eternal life, and this 
life is in thy Son. Thou art no re- 
specter of persons. Glory to thy 
name, we believe it is thy will that all © 
should be saved and come to the 
knowledge of the truth. We venture 
upon thy promise, and roll our souls 
upon thy truth and faithfulness, as 


by 
| 
‘ 
‘ 


244 


THE MANIFESTO. 


the rock of eternal ages. Thou hast 
invited us to come to the waters, with- 
out money and without price. Heav- 
en’s King, thou knowest that we are 
thirsty. We have long wandered in 
the dry, sandy desert of sin; but glo- 
ry to God, we believe there is an ev- 
erlasting fountain opened, and our 
souls have already begun to taste the 
blessed waters. But Lord, we are nct 


_gatisfied. We want the fulness; and 


we believe thou hast given us the fore- 
taste, not to disappoint us; but to en- 
courage us to press on to the overflow- 
ing fountain: and short of that we 
cannot stop. We want to bathe in 


the ocean of redeeming love, and wash | 


away the last and least remains of a 
fallen nature. Jesus, Master, we 


want to be like thee ; holy, as thou art} 


holy, without spot, and blameless. 
Come, Lord, and finish thy work! Cut 
it short in righteousness. We doubt 
not, it is thy will, even our sanctifica- 
tion. Thy perfect will is all we want 
to know. O send by whom thou wilt 
send. Work by means of thine own 
choosing; only supplant, root out, 
consume and destroy the man of sin, 
the son of perdition, and set our souls 
at perfect liberty from his iron bon- 
dage. Jesus, Lord, inseribe thy char- 
acter on our every faculty. 
bodies the fit temples of the Holy 
Spirit. Diffuse thy nature through all 


our active powers ; and let every mem-. 


ber be moved and actuated by the im- 
pulse divine.” 

Could language be invented more 
expressive of the near approach of 
the day of real, positive, and full re- 
demption? It therefore remains to 
give some account of those important 


Make our 


‘Theyjwould have a¢cepted the wo 


realities, to which the foregoing signs 
and wonders pointed, and for the en- 
trance upon which, they served as a 
preparation. | 
“Shout, Christians shout, the Lord is come! 
Prepare, prepare to make him room! : 
On earth he reigns, we feel him near, 
The signs of glory now appear.”’ 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


T-HOME. 


On {Thursday} afterhoon, Oct, Ist. at 
the North Fanjily, Mt. Lebapon, N. 
Y., an industria} exhibition and harvest 
home Wathering} took} place, consisting 
of wort by the family ;\ most- 
ly of , algo of old.\times.. 
Severe and Sisters from oth- 
er famjlies were presegt, among whom 
was Ejdress Eliza Ang Taylor, of the 
Mivisty, and to}that |aged Sistdr a 
hearty jwelcome wads givgn. 

Eldrpss Anna White, in some intro- 
ductor 
were greatly blesged, that day, in the 
harves{ work. ‘There jwere sowibg, 
planting and reaping seasons; tien 
came the harvest season, when the fgr- 
mer gathered in cergals, fguits and 
etable#, and garnered them in_ stote- 
houses before the approath of winter. 
The liftle exhibition was shggested only 
on thefprevious Sabbath. They would 
find afconsiderable number of objectsfto 
examine; for some of the }work of fhe 
Nortl§ Family was,;showh, from fhe 
year 1820 to the present time ayd it. 
was dlso the work jf oldi and yong. 
of 
ho hadfonce 
but the exhipition 
ture. (Un a gentral 
Id observe ay ever- 


== 


we 


thosef in other families 
livedjin this order 
was frather prem 
posifion, they w 


observatig@ns, spid that they” 


| 
] 
| 
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Account of the Progress of Shak- 
-erism among the Kevivalists. 
Tue flesh lusteth against the spirit 


and the spirit against the flesh; these 
are contrary the one to the other, so 


that every person according to the} 


principle by which he is governed, 
whether flesh or spirit, will conceive, 
judge of, and denominate things around 
him. Hence, what is food and medi- 
cine to one man, may be poison to 
another; what one calls truth, anoth- 
er calls error; what is the work of 
God to one, appears the work of the 
devil to another, and even the happi- 
ness of one may be the misery of 
another. The same thing is often dis- 
tinguished by names directly opposite, 
according to the sense of different per- 
sons. 

- He who was called the Son of God 
by some, was denominated by others, 
the prince of the devils. What one 
calls Shakerism another calls the tes- 


timony of Jesus Christ, and a Shaker 
in the language of some, is by others 
called a true Believer, a child of God, 
a follower of the Lamb. Whatis still 
a greater contradiction, that which is 
called a work of redemption by some, 
others distinguish as a work of the 
deepest delusion. 

From this diversity in the sense and 
language of mankind, it will be neces- 
sary to treat of this nae ae in a two- 
fold order. 

1. According to the real sense and 
understanding of those who have em- 
braced it. 

2. As itis addressed to the external 
senses of mankind in general. 

In each part of the history, impar- 
tiality requires that I use the names of 
distinction and modes of expression 
peculiar to each. Accordingly I shall 
proceed in the first place to give a 
brief account of the entrance and prog- 
ress of the testimony of Jesus the 
Christ, among the subjects of the re- 
vival in Kentucky and Ohio. 

Great expectations had been formed 
by the subjects of the revival of some- 
thing very great to take place in the 
summer of 1805, in which God would 
especially answer their ten thousand 


|prayers, in delivering them from sin 


y 
. 
| 
| 
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and opening the way into the holiest 
of all, pursuant to which, the same 
spirit that had convinced them of sin, 
inspired them to pray and confidently 
look for deliverance from it, and stirred 
up such warm expectations of its near 
approach. That spirit, on the first 
day of the first month, in the same 

year, dispatched three men,—John 
Meacham, Benjamin S. Youngs, and 
Issachar Bates from the Church at 
New Lebanon, in the state of New 
York, with the testimony of Jesus the 
Christ, and as living witnesses of God, 
to open and confirm to the people, that 
way, and only way out of sin; that 
- complete salvation which they them- 
selves had found, and that everlasting 
life and glory of which the Church in 
that place was in possession. 

They arrrived in Kentucky about 
the first of March, tarried a few days 
at Paint-lick where they were kindly 
entertained; from thence they joui- 
neyed to Caneridge and spent a few 
days among the subjects of the revival 
in that place, by whom they were treat- 
ed with unfeigned respect. From 
thence they passed over into Ohio, and 
paid their first visit to Springfield, but 
without exercising particular labors in 
any of those places; they prosecuted 
their journey until they arrived at 
Turtle-Creek, near Lebanon, on the 
22nd. of the same month. They came 
first to Malcham Worley’s and. tarried 
with him over night, and the next 
morning they came to my house, which 
was the first means by which I knew 
that a church or people by such a name 
existed upon earth. We spent the 
remainder of the day principally in 


conversation on the most interesting 


— 


points in religion, and from the evi- 
dence I could collect, I judged them | 
to be men of honest principles, singu- 
lar piety, and deep understanding in 
the things of God, and as such I de- 
termined to treat them so long as their 
deportment was correspondent. 

Some of their conversation I could 
not so well understand; a number of 
things appeared new, but considering ~ 
the copious field of truth, too exten- : 
sive for my comprehension, I was 
rather disposed to hear and learn more 
of God, than to shut out everything 
that was not included in my little 
sphere of knowledge. The next day - 
was the Sabbath, and as they desired 
to know whether the rules of our meet- 
ing would admit them to speak in pub- 
lic, provided they had a feeling so to 


do, I answered that I knew of nothing 


to hinder. I was sensible the spirit of 
the revival, as wellas that of our 
wholesome government, imposed no 
restriction on any man from testifying 


his faith, nor bound the conscience of 


any from hearing whoever they chose, 
and upon this principle, the door was 
fully opened for them to make any la- 
bors at Turtle-Creek, either in public 
or private to which they conceived they 
were commissioned. 

Accordingly, Issachar Bates and 
Benjamin Youngs attended the meet- 
ing and opened the testimony of Jesus 
Christ, which might all be summed up 
in this one saying. 

‘‘If any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross" 
and follow me. For whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it; and whoso. 
ever will lose his life for my sake shall 
find i ee 
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From their own feelings, as well as 
in behalf of the Church from whence 
they came, they expressed great union 
with the work of God that had been 
for years past among the people, con- 
victing them of their sins and pointing 
out by words, signs and many other 
ways, the door of hope for salvation ; 


but they further testified that the time 


was now come for them to enter into 


- actual possession of that salvation, of 


which they had received the promise 
that the way to attain it, was by self- 
denial, taking up a full cross against 
the world, the flesh and all evil in our 
knowledge, and following Christ; 
walking as he walked, and being in all 
things conformed to him, as our pat- 
tern and head. | | 
Particularly according to St. Paul, 


becoming dead with Christ to the rudi-. 


ments of the world, dying unto sin 


 onee, rising with him to a new, spirit- 


ual.and holy life, and ascending step 
by step in a spiritual travel, and sepa- 


rating farther and father from the 


course of a corrupt and fallen nature, 
until we arrive at the perfect stature 
and measure of the sonsof God. That 
the first step in this saving work, was 
to confess all our sins, and when we 
confessed them, forsake them forever. 
And wherein we had injured and de- 
frauded any one, to made restitution ; 
in so doing we should find mercy ; and 
being faithful, should receive that 
measure of the holy spirit, which would 
be an overcoming power, not only suf- 
ficient to keep us out of all actual sin 
and defilement, but to cleanse and pu- 
rify both soul and body from: the very 
nature of evil. 

These things they delivered, not as 


mere speculations, but as things ‘ that 

had for many years been reduced to 
practice, and established by the living 
experience of hundreds in the church 
of Christ, to be the way and only way 
of God; the one. door of hope for a 


lost soul, and the sure entrance into 


the righteous, peaceful and holy. king- 
dom of God’s dear Son. They did 


not pretend to direct others in a way 


which they themselves had not travelled: 
but testified that with these plain terms 
of the gospel, they had complied; and 
the substance of the promise they had 
received, and could say without boast- 
ing or dissembling, that they had re- 
ceived that overcoming power, which 
kept them faultless before the throne 
of God, even in the presence of his 
glory, was a matter that greatly con- 
cerned us. | 

That as Christ had now made his 
second appearance, fora final settle- 
ment with every soul of man, and as 
God had wrought so great a work 
among us, in waking up, enlightening 
and preparing us to make a final 
choice; and by a special gift of his. 
spirit, had sent us his everlasting tes- 
timony of truth, we ought to be very 
cautious how we treated it. 

Such 2s were illuminated in the 
great and marvelous light of the re- 
vival, to see the evil nature of sin, and 
stirred up to seek the way out of it, 
and had the only way of God opened 
to them, if they should reject it, their 
case must be deplorable. Although 
the light and power of the spirit might 
have been again and again restored to 
such as fell into sin, while they had 
not the proper means of keeping out 
of it, yet when those means were of- 
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fered, should they be rejected, there 
remained no more protection for such 
a soul, but they must lose the salutary 
effects of their former light, and fall 
under the power of the wicked one. 
Upon this principle, the subjects of 

_ the revival must either embrace the 
present call of God, and in obedience 
thereto take up the cross and follow 
Christ, or gradually lose the extraor- 
‘dinary effusions of the spirit they had 
been under, and leaven back into a 

more corrupt and deplorable state than 
ever. | 

If a historian cannot be disinterest- 

ed and unbiased it is necessary that he 
be honest; therefore I acknowledge 
that nothing ever presented itself to me 
that so powerfully interested my feel- 
ings as the above testimony. Although 
T was not wholly unbiased, I can say 
with propriety, 1 wasfar from being 
biased in its favor. A thousand ob- 
jects presented themselves to bias me 
against it. | 

But its intrinsic weight, the impor- 
tance of the work that was past, the 
salvation of thousands that hung upon 
the point of its termination, and that 
of my own soul with the rest, balanced 


the weighty demands of the three in-|i 


satiable idols of time, and held me at 
least upon an equilibrium for several 
weeks, so that without prepossession 


or predetermination, I could candidly 


investigate the subject, ready to go 
with the weight of evidence, where- 
ever it should preponderate. 

During this interval, my searches 
and researches into the Scriptures, 


their history, precepts, promises and 


prophecies, the signs of the times, my 
own past experience in religion for 


tion, 


fifteen years, the nature of the past 
extraordinary work, and the present 
state of the subjects of it, with all the 
rest of the professors of Christianity 


with the many questions and answers 


that passed in conversation, were they 


all written, would swell into a large — 


volume. In this kind of exercise I 
was not alone. The general agitation 
may be in some measure conceived of, 
from the following letter, dated Cane- 
ridge, April 2, 1805. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


INTEREST FOR ¥ION. 


ABHAHAM PERKIN®. 


many times arg I mentally 
drawn to the|jsubject @f Zion, its 
neeqs, the call pf souls tojthe support 


burdens and duties evolvigg. In my 
hearg I exclaim}—that with all there 
exisfs of humanfweakness, is able 
to sptisfy the Almighty @nd become 


r mighty fhe work or 


t an unreagonable be- 
would reguire of his 
their capaity of per- 
h the demand to be 
He is perfect may 
seem preposterogs. As hig children, 
we ard to be peifectly obedfent to the 
revelation of higwill given fis; and as 
we grpw in kgowledge t@ the rising 
state manhapd, with that addition 
of kn@wledge, fthe characfer of our 


lives sould cogespond, prqducing ev- 


olution} progress and greager perfec- 
-like,fand as is Manifested 


of interests] and with fheir knowl- 
edg@ of Christian life, th@ir great re- 
sponsibility, together witli the cares, 

his glory, howe¥e | 
greaf the sacrifige 
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A Letter written to Richard M Nemar. 

My Dear Broruer Ricnuarp:—I 
never longed to see any person so much. 
_ If I was not confined in this clay tab- 
ernacle I should be with you in less 
than an hour. ‘The floods of earth 
and hell are let loose against us, and 
- me in particular. I am seriously 
threatened with imprisonment, and 
stripes I expect to receive for the tes- 
timony of Jesus. Kentucky is turn- 
ing upside down. The truth pervades 
in spite of man. Cumberland is shar- 
ing the same fate. ‘The young preach- 


- ers, some of them, will preach Jesus 


without the covering put on him by 
the fathers. The scribes, the disput- 
_ ers of this world are gnashing upon 
us. Brother Matthew Houston has 
clean escaped the pollutions of this 
world, and he and his people are go- 
ing on to perfect holiness in the fear 
of God. A few more will soon fol- 


‘|quest I go. 


low. Come over and help us, is the 


cry made to us from every part. 


Brother Purviance is gone to Caro- — 
lina to preach the gospel, by the re- 
quest of some there. In a few weeks 
I start to fulfill a long daily string of 
appointments to Cumberland; by re- 
I have appointed two 
communions among many Christians 
on the heads of Little and Big Barrens. 
Brother Dooley is among the Chero- 
kees again. His last rout there was 
successful; some poor Indians received 
the gospel. He was solicited to re- 
turn. He is truly an Apostle of the 
Gentiles. Some few are getting re- 
ligion among us. | 

What shall I say? I know not: my 
heart grieves within me. Certain men 
from afar whom you know, inject. ter- 
ror and doubt into many; and now 
religion begins to lament in the dust 
among us. Some, as I suppose, will 
cast away the ordinances of Baptism, 
and the Lord’s Supper, but not many 
as yet. Most dear Brother, inform 
me what you think of these men among 
us and you, from a distant region. 
Thank God he gave me his word. 
Letters show the substance and faith 
eats it. ' We all want to meet with you 
shortly; but by reason of my absence 


a 
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to Camberland, Brother Purviance 


North Cardlind, Brother Houston in 
Madison, we cannot meet on Turtle- 
Creek, nor sooner than third Sabbath 
in June, and thatin Kentucky. Broth- 
ers Marshal and Houston parted from 
us yesterday. We administered the 
Lord’s Supper at Caneridge the day 
before; many communicants; much 
exereise. I am pushed for time to 
write to you. We have five students 
of the Bible, all but one know the 
languages, full of faith and of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, just ready to preach. They 
all fled from the Presbyterians, to their 
grief, pain and hurt. Brother Stock- 
well exceeds expectation, and is be- 
loved and useful. Our Apology is yet 
living and working, and tearing down 
Babylon in Virginia. It was reprinted 
there to the great injury of Presbyteri- 
anism. It is also reprinted in Geor- 
gia. We are just publishing a short 
tract on Atonement, I will send you 
one. This truth has unhinged the 


brazen gates already. I am hurried. 
Pray for me. Farewell. 
| B. W. STONE. 


Great prospects were presented ac- 
cording to the above letter, on the part 
of the revival; the truth pervading 
and turning the whole country upside 
down. ‘The Macedonian cry sounding 
from every part. The Apology and 
tract on Atonement, tearing down 
Babylon, or unhinging her brazen 
gates. Some, full of the Holy Spirit, 
just ready to preach, and one among 
them all who had escaped the pollutions 
of the world, and was going on to per- 
fect holiness. But all this appeared 
unspeakably short of the glad tidings 


brought by the Brethren from New 
Lebanon, provided that what they tes- 
tified concerning the church was true. 
It was well enough for those who were 
in Babylon to cry for help, and for 
such as were appointed to the work, 
to tear her down and unhinge the braz- 
en gates; but something beyond this 
must be taken into the account. We 


have news ofa Zion, and what if her 


foundations are already laid. May it 
be that God has sent down the New 
Jerusalem for the refuge of souls, be- 


fore he began to tear down the old 
buildings? 


The Lebanon Brethren paid their 


first visit to Matthew Houston.  Per- 
haps he has believed and taken up his 
cross. Llow else can he have escaped 
the pollutions of the world? ‘They 
have also been with Br. Stone, and 
opened the testimony there in part: 

perhaps he has taken hold of it, and 


means.to make a final push for the - 


kingdom through stripes and imprison- 
ment. Or have these students of the 


Bible learned to appropriate Seripture | 
phrases to false and inferior objects. 


Br. Stone and others may have re- 


ceived the name, Holy Spirit out of — 
the Bible, but the thing must certainly — 


dwell in the church. Admitting that 
they are blazing full of the spirit, 


burning and shining lights, this goes 


no further than John the Baptist, it is 
far short of the kingdom of God. 
Those Brethren from the East tell us 
that their people have got the king- 
dom, that they have attained it, by 
taking up the cross, and doing the 
works of Christ, and overcoming sin 
by. faithful and diligent combat, that 


| they are of God and do not commit 


| 


eous. 


he is yet of the devil. 
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sin; but walk even as Christ walked, 
and.are righteous even as he is right- 
He that committeth sin, what- 
ever his profession or gifts may be, 
These things 
inject terror and doubt into many. 
John was full of the Holy Spirit, and 


for his testimony concerning Jesus, 


he was actually cast into prison, full 
of terror and doubt, whether this was 
he that should come or whether he 
should look for some other. 

In fine, I could see nothing in the 
past work as a foundation to build up- 
And what these strange Brethren 
testified, appeared plain Scriptural 
truth, and presented a way entirely 
safe for those who were able to receive 
it, and whether they were the people 
or not, who had actually attained this 
salvation, it was very evident they were 
far before us in light and understand- 
ing concerning the way; and it was 
no doubt the will of God, that those 
who desired to be saved should walk 


init. Thus in the midst of -reason- 


ings, doubtful disputations, and close 
examinations, the testimony was in- 


vestigated at Turtle-Creek publicly 


and from house to house until it ob- 
tained the full credit of a number who 
had been leading characters in the re- 
vival. | 
Malcham Worley was the first who 


embraced it, opened his mind and took 


up his cross. With this I confess I 
was at first staggered, from a deep- 


rooted prejudice that I had imbibed 


against some of his peculiar senti- 
ments; but finally concluded that if 
Malcham had been more wild in his 
former exercises than the rest, he cer- 
tainly needed salvation the more; _be- 


practical acquaintance with it. 


sides it appeared. that his conflicts with 
the man of sin, the son of perdition 
as he expressed it must shortly~have | 
terminated his existence upon earth,* 
had not his expected deliverer come 
out of Zion to turn away ungodliness 
from Jacob. But I ‘was not a little 
surprised, that these strange Brethren 
should come directly there, and he re- 
ceive them with such cordiality, when 
I was well assured that no previous 
acquaintance had existed between them. 

This, with many other singular cir- 
cumstances that occurred, restfained 
me from attempting to judge the mys- 
terious work of God’s spirit, but rath- 
er labor to get a deeper and more 
Soon | 
after Malcham set out in the narrow 
way, he was followed by a number, so 
that within three or four weeks from 
the first opening of the testimony, it 
had pervaded ten or twelve families. 
And from that period continued grad- 
ually to increase, and at Turtle-Creek 


* It was necessary that a work which 
promised redemption from sin, should in- 
clude a perfect revelation of the whole © 
root and foundation of it. Andas the 
subject of this revelation, God made choice 
of MALCHAM WoRLEY; who, notwit!:- 
standing he was a man of unspotted char- 
acter, of an independent, fortune, and a 
liberal education; yet neither his learninc, 
his estate, nor his good name, could have 
saved him from total distraction, and the 
wildest convulsions of despair, when he > 
came to behold in the open light of divine 


| revelation, the whole depth of human de- 


pravity. Nothing but the miraculous | 
power of God, could have supported him 
through such a scene, and kept him alive 
in. the cheerful hope of deliverance, amidst 
the violent conflicts of an inbred nature, 
and the outward rage of blind and _ super- 


stitious professors. 
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the number of families which now 
stand in the faith of Christ’s Second 
Appearance, may be stated between 
thirty and forty. I shall now consid- 
er the entrance and progress of the 
testimony more particularly, as it re- 
spects the individual who receives it. 
The first point of faith in relation to 
the testimony, is to believe that he 
who bears it is a true messenger and 
witness of Christ, in whom the spirit 
of truth continually abides; and that 
whatever instruction, reproof or coun- 
sel is* ministered by such, it comes 
from Christ, who speaketh in him. 
Therefore all who are taught in this 
manner are strictly and properly taught 
of God, and in obeying what they are 
taught they yield obedience to Christ. 

Upon this ground the believer has 
to make a final settlement with an old 
systematic idea, that the spirit of God 
speaketh invariably in the Scriptures. 
Upon an impartial examination he 
finds that all the contradictory spirits 
among the professors of Christianity, 
speak in the Scriptures, even the devil 
himself; so that the Scriptures are as 
_ liable to be spoken by an evil spirit as 
the good. | 

It then remains to follow that spirit 
which goes contrary to sin, and man- 
ifests its purity by its fruit, according 
to the Scriptures, and the inward test 
of conscience. ‘This is the spirit of 
Christ, and it sets them immediately 
to work to do the righteous will of 
God. And first of all to confess be- 
fore God what they have done contra- 
ry to his will and the light of their own 
conscience. In this work, the honest 
Believer might as well try to cover or 
conceal the most chafing mote in his 


eye, as try to hide or conceal any 
thing which he has committed, contra- 
ry to the pure doctrine of the Scriptures, 
and the example of Jesus Christ, of 
which he stands convicted by the wit- 
ness of the spirit in his own conscience. 
Here he has to combat the spirits of 
wicked men, who pretend to speak in 


the Scriptures, and say that it is idol- 
atry to confess sin in the presence of * © 


man, and that God is to be found any- 


where, in the fields, on the hills or un-. 


der the green trees, and there we ought 
to make our confession in secret. By 
following the spirit of truth, he over- 
comes this wild pagan error, and dis- 
covers, that according to the Script- 
ures, God never accepted a confession 
of sin,' which was not either made to 
those whom he had set in order in the 
church, or at least with the face toward 
that temple which was typical of his 
last habitation, man. But the great- 
est evidence the true Believer receives 
of this being the order and institution 
of heaven, is the divine light which he 
‘receives consequence. Light by 
‘which sin appears more than ever hate- 
ful, and by which he is inspired with 
‘a growing zeal to roll out of his heart 
and practice the last remains of it; 
and by which he discovers with increas- 
ing brightness the succeeding footsteps 
of true gospel obedience. 

To the sense of those who in the 
faith of Christ, have cleared their con- 
science from the deep-rooted stains of 
sin, and received his spirit as their rul- 


ing principle of life, sin is so exceed- 


ing sinful, so hateful and pernicious 
that I am bold to say they cannot 
commit it. He thatis begotten with 


the divine nature of the Son. of God, 


4 
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| 
| 
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keepeth himself in the element and 
works of that nature; so that he caa 
no more commit sin than a fish can fly | 
: ‘through the air, or an eagle dive to. 
the bottom of the sea. But that abid- 
ing fervor and power of spirit which 
overcomes every motion of evil, be- 
longs not to the entrance of the testi- 
mony, but a degree of progress in it. 
This degree all must attain who come’ 
into it, or fall off as withered branches | 
for there remains no more room for ei- | — 
ther imputing their sins to Christ, or |Y 
to a deceitful heart, or anything else 
by which they can be excused; but|> 
the soul that sinneth must bear its own | t 
iniquity, and burn under it without any a 
mitigation or covering, | Fr 
(TO BE CONTINUED. 
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SOPHIA WAYRE: | 
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cience must fight, 
For jn heart and hand -Abor we know 
we arejright, 
Our jleadegs are trusty} they walk in 


MANIFESTO, 


he 


~ 


’ 
2 
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den of the Lord ; and this baptism was- 
to cleanse us from all ambitious striv- 

ings, and self-centered motives, that 
had hitherto held more or less sway in 

prompting us to action. 

Leading us still on, our Elders said ; 
—‘*Now ye may enter the House of: 
Prayer.” Curtains being drawn aside 
disclosed an altar, beneath which is- 
sued a stream that divided and coursed 
in semi-circular form, thus completing 
a circle around the apartment. To ap- 
proach the altar we must walk upon 


jour knees through this stream. We 


were instructed that this was to purify 
our devotions ;—that even in them had 


.| been mingled worldly elements ;—sel- — 


fish desires and errors of thought, with — 
unmeaning forms which we had re- 
ceived from those not illumined from 
the higher, resurrection spheres. 

As we advanced, the waters deep- 
ened and flowed with increasing power 
and we heard a voice saying ;—‘‘Arise ! 
plant your feet upon the rock, bend 
beneath the tide, wash, and wash again 
till your whole being is cleansed and 
your garments are sinless and spotless.” 
Here our Elders stood with us, and in 
their firm and loving grasp, held us till 
the work was done, (as we thought, ) 
for we supposed we were then fully 
cleansed. Ascending we formed in 
circle around the altar, and spontane- — 
ously united in a song of rejoicing and. 
praise, for the peace, liberty and sweet 
refreshing we had found. - 

Again we heard the voice calling us 
to another baptism. We were told 


that all our i sear thus far had been | 


ana. anlw 


ar 
ve 
ty 
ye 
1r 
| 
t- 
ll 
y 
35 
l 
| 
| 
f 
4 
e 


Vou. “XXII. 


FEBRUARY, 1892. 


No. 2. 


“THE KENTUOKY REVIVAL. 
By Ricnarp M’NEMAR 
OF 
U NION VILLAGE, OHIO. . 
Published in Albany, N. Y., in 1808, 


14. 
Explanations. 
_ Wirx an inward sense of the power, 
protection and presence of God, the 
Believer travels out of the use of shad- 


jhad but a momentary effect on the 


ows and signs, ceremonies and forms: 


of worship to which he might have 
_ been strongly bigotted while in bon- 
dage under the law. There is no more 


~ occasion for calling upon God afar off | 


when he has taken possession of his 
body and lives and walks in him, nor 
of calling to his memory a departed 
Savior by signs and shadows of his 
dying love, when the only Savior that 
ever redeemed a lost soul, is formed 
and living in him, and executing every 
branch of his office. Water applied 
to the body appears a beggarly ele- 
ment compared with the baptism of 
the spirit. As one baptism is suffi- 
cient to purify the conscience, he takes 
that and travels away from the super- 
fluous shadow. Bodily exercises, 


dreams, visions and ecstacies which 


blind and obdurate heart.and furnished 
at best buta fleeting joy, gradually 
gave place to the sun of righteousness 
that shines continually the same with- 
out cloud or eclipse. Hence, in the 
progressive work of the testimony, a 


| blessed reality, an enduring antitype 


is wrought in the Believer which fully 
answers to all that he could possibly ~ 
have conceived of,* while longing, 
praying and hoping for. the kingdom 
to come. , 

As Believers become more and more 


leavened into the nature of Christ, 


they discover with increasing accuracy 
the latent corruptions of a fleshly nat- 
ure, and the secret wiles of Satan in 
injecting his poison into the heart. 
As they discover, so by the cross they 
overcome and gain an increasing victo- 
ry over that which is death to the soul 
by dying to it; the spirit of the testi- 
mony runs through all the deportment 
of a Believer, in public, in private and — 
in secret, so thatin no circumstances 
is he released from the work of self- 
denial, or at liberty to defile his con- 
science with any act of injustice or 
uncleanness, contrary to the spirit of 
the divine law, or the nature of the 


Atl 


- 


Son of God who first fulfilled it. To 
the lusts of the flesh, in which the self- 
ish nature of man is formed, the fol- 
lowers of Christ stand ina peculiar 
manner opposed, and count it their 


great privilege to preserve their bod- 


ies in sanctification and honor. 
In the death of that in which all 
men by nature are held, they find de- 
liverance from every branch of evil, 
such -as pride, covetousness, anger, 
and hatred, so that by crucifying the 
flesh, its affections and lusts wither, 
and they grow into a peaceable, gen- 
tle, kind and loving spirit in which 
they can live together from one year’s 
end to another without thinking a hard 
thought, much less expressing a hard 
word one against another. Such a 
spirit and deportment cements them 
together in one fellow feeling, and 
promotes the peace, purity. and happi- 
ness of the whole, and the progress of 
the testimony. | : 


All who receive the shakinadest in the| 


- spirit of it are taught thereby to be dil- 
igent and faithful in things temporal 
as well as spiritual, and to serve God 
with the body as well as with the spir- 
it. The testimony has a proportion- 
ate progress in the frugality and hon- 
est industry of Believers, whereby they 
lay a good foundation, not for their 
own pleasure and aggrandizement, but 
for the honor of God, and the relief 
and succor of him that needeth. 

By faith in the testimony and the in- 
fluence of that spirit which accompan- 
ies it, without any other stimulus, Be- 
lievers at Turtle-Creek began with the 
eonfessing of their sins, forsaking 
them and taking up the cross, and by 
the same faith and spirit they came 


together 


Awe. 


gift, unitedin one common worsmyp, 


and without murmuring or caviling 


have continuéd in it, increasing in love 


and union, peace, joy and harmony 


and every good word and work, unto — 


the present day. By thisI am em- 
boldened to testify that the kingdom 


so much prayed for, is come accord- .— 
ing to the promise of God, and the or- — 


der which divine wisdom laid out, and 
the saints have begun to possess that 


enduring substance which prophets — 


and kings desired to see and died with- 
out the sight. 


The same faith produced by the pre- 


paratory work of God, began also to 
break out at Eagle-Creek, which gave 
occasion to the testimony being opened 
there. A few at first embraced it with 
full purpose of soul, as the only way 
of God. In the month following, 
Br. Dunlavy stepped into the ignomin- 
ious path and began to preach the 
faith, which for a time he had labored 
to destroy : 
the same work, worship, and spiritual 


travel went forward there as at Turtle — 
Creek, and exists at present in twenty — 


or thirty families in the bounds of the 
meeting, through the faith and light of 
Matthew Houston, Samuel Henry, 
John Bonta and Elisha Thomas. 

The testimony entered and was re- 
ceived on the south side of Kentucky, 


-|and continued to spread until it em- 


braced as many as were willing to re- 


ceive it in Mercer, Shelby, Paint-Lick 


and Long-Lick. In each of these 
places there are a number of families, 


who have denied ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, taken up the cross, live | 
together in the unity of the spirit and 


and from thence forward — 


3 eyes, they are traveling from’death in- 


_ bered with the faithful. 


, ministered ; -is received into one and 
the same honest and good heart, and 


_ element according to the sense of those 


view, in which I shall consider some 


with the least. degree of resentment 


| properly understood, there is no man 


in his senses could. persecute it. 


_» aud While with open 


to life, they shine as’ —" in the 
world. 

A few families at Beaver-Creek set 
out in obedience to the testimony in 
the Spring of 1806, who were num- 
The testimo- 
ny is one and the same wherever it is 


wherever it springs up and bears fruit 
to perfection, that fruit is one and the 
same. 

Having a short account of the 
entrance and progress of this religious | 


who have embraced it, I shall proceed 
to exhibit it in a more external point of 


of the errors with which it was brand- 
ed, and the unreasonable treatment 
which it received on that account. 
Not that I wish to inspire the reader 


against those who may have taken up 
the matter in a false light, and through 
a misguided zeal, acted an unreasona- 
ble and unlawful part in opposing it. 

Confident Iam that if Shakerism is 


Nor 
do I suppose that the religion of Christ, 
under any name, would ever have been 
persecuted by the men of this world, 
but through the eee of a wrong- 
headed clergy. 

The government of Christ has noth- 
ing to do with the government of this 
world, and can therefore offer the citi- 
zens of this world no provocation. 
But through the false insinuations of 


the Church with the world, and sit at 


the helm of civil.and ecclesiastical af- 
fairs in conjunction; those who have . 
marked and kept up the distinction, | 
have been represented as the enemies 
of mankind, and treated as such. If: 
it is true that none of the princes of 
this world knew Christ Jesus, other- 
wise they would not have crucified him, 
what conduct might be expected 
towards those who walk in his meek 
and lowly footsteps, from the enlight- 
ened sons of Columbia, provided their 
judgment was not warped and twisted 
by that wild and voracious beast, which 
long ago made war with the ee and 
overcame him. | 
Herod and Pontius Pilate would 
never have molested the harmless Je- 
sus, but for the false accusations of 


| the priests and high pretenders to reli- 


gion, instant with loud voices crying, 

‘sAway with him, He says he is the - 
Son of God! He makes himself equal 
with God! He said he would destroy 
our temple, and build it again in three 
days! Away with him! away with 
him! If you let the deceiver go, you 
will not be a friend to Cesar.” 

It was not the peaceable citizens of 
the Roman government that character- 
ized him a blasphemer, a malefactor 
and a wine-drinker, but those who. 
professed to have all one father, even 
God. It was thesame characters that. 
pursued the saints as ‘‘pestilent fel- 
lows, movers of sedition,” enemies to 
the commonwealth, wore out the pa- 
tience of the civil magistrates with 
their clamors and finally interested the 
secular arm to extirpate them from 
the earth. These things were written 


those who have wished to incorporate 


‘for our learning, that when we see any 


| 


- people persecuted for their religion, we 


may know it is not primarily by the 
commonwealth, but by the instigation 
of some ecclesiastical judge, and of 

course it is not really the religion itself 
that is persecuted, but something in 
the room of it, which the false judge 


_ has the assurance to palm upon the 


multitude while he demands their cred- 
it to his false coloring. 

That Shakerism has been 
_ Inisrepresented in many instances, very 


few will pretend to doubt; and the 


source from whence these misrepre- 
sentations arose, must be peculiarly 
worthy of notice. It is easy to per- 
ceive that the spirit of the revival had 
a peculiar tendency to put down that 


ministerial authority by which creeds 


and parties were supported, and set 
the people at liberty, each to follow 
the dictates of his own conscience. 
Upon this principle, the jurisdiction of 


the Synod of Kentucky was renounced, 


and the Presbytery of Springfield re- 
signed their supposed authority. 
Though Dagon fell before the ark, 
yet the Philistines set him again in his 
place, the generality of the members of 
‘the Presbytery, notwithstanding their 
professed resignation, continued in the 
full possession of, their reputed author- 


ity; and in that capacity stood ready | 
to judge of any increasing light that) 


might be manifested, whether they were 
able to comprehend it or not. Having 
shook off their former reins of govern- 
ment, and attained but little mortifica- 
tion of that pride natural to man, and 
being carried along in a high gale of 
the spirit, they began to form imag- 
inations of an universal kingdom, in 
which they would fill the first rank. 


As the grounu..... 
kingdom, which must include the wnoue 


earth, they preposed to seize upon the » 


sacred name, CHRISTIAN, exclusive of 


jall other names; and so draw into | 


union and one grand communion, all 
who wished to be called by that worthy 
name. 
dom was drawn up by Rice Haggard, 
and published in the year 1804; which ~ 
proposed as the leading foundation — 
principles, simply to worship one God, 


acknowledge one Savior, Jesus Christ, . — 


have one confession of faith, and let 
that be the Bible; one form of disci- 


pline:and government, and this to be 


the New Testament, and be members 
of one church. : 
(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


THE cruel m 
The Altarsr 
The Young 


With aught 


state, 
But lowly- 
Administerifg the plan, proffund.and great. 
Not trained gnd trammeled jfor a creed pro- 
fession, | 
Not voted fof in throes of pafty strife, 
But taken atithe Altars of cqnfession 
And in the phths of consecrafed life. 
Chosen by aggels to conductithrough trial, 


| From out thp burning bush they hear the 
call, 
Answering with fervor born @f self-denial, 


ers, 


wre 


The plan of this great king- 


GDD’S ORDER. 
CELIA. DE VERE. 
aared for tribute and for show, . 
Republics shattPred ere half 
founded, 
Are separate from God’s goyernment below. 
Go would confound the holy na- 
at man hath in pride 
and wifl, 
Are blind tofprogress that bfings forth sal- 
vation 
Or they are Pnemies who boge of ill. 
The world Hath haughty offfcers appointed, 
In all the cofntiless forms of{church and 
And with thd sacrifice that isftheir all. 
Not countingjcoldly like the hjreling preach- 
The stipendsfBnd emolument§ outspread, 


Chureh Government.” 
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‘Turse high imaginations served for 
a sexson to amuse the people, but 
their eccentricity from the leading light 
of the revival is easily perceived by a 
little attention to the ‘‘Observations 
While the 
work of God continued in any degree 
of purity, it was not a sacred name the 
subjects of it were in quest of, nor was 


it the communion and fellowship of the. 


millions who assumed the name of 
Christ, that they sought. It was the 
power of God unto salvation, and that 
living spirit of Christ in the heart, by 
which they might grow into a holy 


temple in the Lord. A scheme of hu- 


man imagination, which proposed to 


organize all the denominations into one 


great body of Christ, yvas very suitable 
wherewith to confront a little testimo- 
ny, which simply encouraged souls that 
were seeking salvation to confess and 


|tinguished profession in 


forsake their sins and set out to follow 


Christ, in a life of new obedience. 
_ For the distorted features of Shak- 


-jerism, the erroneous sentiments and 
_| wicked practices of those called Shak- 


ers, mankind in general are indebted 
to those who by way of eminence are 
called Christians. 

In perusing an account of this dis- 
‘‘Brown’s 
Western Calendar,” written at Spring- 
field, O., the following sentence par- 
ticularly attracted my attention. | 

‘They are not so vain as to think 
that all their thoughts, words and ae-. 


‘tions have always been exactly right; 


and they will thank any, who in the 
spirit ‘of meekness, will point out to 
them wherein they may be wrong, that 
they may amend.” This concession 
and request from one of the first min-— 


‘isters in this new Christian society, in 


behalf of the people in general, | al- 


though I conceive it furnishes me with 


no authority to accuse them with ought, 
yet in reason, it must prevent their 
taking offence, should they know that 
a number .of their words and actions 
are recorded in a spirit of meekness, 
which are conceived to be essentially 
wrong. 

~ When the testimony was opened at 


j 
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Turtle-Creek, what was spoken by the 
brethren could not reasonably be con- 
demned by those who heard it. 
ers at a distance, tossing about with 
the wind of imagination, and conject- 
uring things that had no reality, im- 
bibed a spirit of prejudice against this 
doctrine of the cross; and especially as 
it bore an unfavorable aspect toward 
the great body of Christ which they 
had in contemplation. Therefore, the 
first words which I conceive were not 
exactly right, came forward ina letter 
from Springfield, dated April, 1805, a 
few of which words were as follows _— 
, **It matters not to me who they are, 
who are the devil’s tools whether men 
or angels, good men or bad. In the 
strength of God: I mean not to spare. 
I used lenity once to the devil, be- 
cause he came ina good man. But 
God respects no man’s yrrson. I 
would they were even cut off who troub- 
le you. I mean in the name and 
strength of God to lift his rod of al- 
mighty truth against the -viper. 
Admitting that these were the most 
wicked men on earth, I am far from 
thinking that such menacing words, 
from one unprovoked, could be justi- 
fied; and how much less when on the 
same sheet, this concession appears ; 

‘I do not say that they are not good 
men, or that the body of their sect are 
not such; perhaps they have more 
light than any other it perhaps they 
have had more power.” 

_ Where then could be. the propriety 
of crushing them, or cutting them off, 
even upon the generous Christian plan 
of a coalition of sects? 

In a foregoing letter it was com- 
plained that through faith in the testi- 


Oth- 


mony, the ordinances of Baptism, and 
the Lord’s Supper, were likely to be 
cast away. In the epistle from which I 
have just been quoting, aie the follow- 
ing words :— 

‘These men have turned the gospel 
into a law of commmandments 
in ordinances.” 


Now from these two min- 


isters, who could learn the true account ? 
Their words could not be both exactly 
right, for they stood in pointed con- 
tradiction. Considering that brother 
T. in the same letter acknowledged 
that he was far behind, not only inthe 
light and liberty of the revival, but on 


every important subject, I conceive it 


was not exactly right for him to form 
such hasty resolutions to combat the 
testimony, even before he had proper- 
ly heard it; and: with that resolution, 
to come upto the camy-neeting at 
Turtle-Creck, raise a sudden and pas- 
sionate outcry against these peaceable 
men, assume the authority of leading 
the mecting, enter upon a public in- 


vestigation of their doctrines, and in. 
the close of it, pronounce with a loud 


voice, they are liars! According to 


the fable, ‘‘A liar is not to be believed 


even wher he speaks the truth.” 
Although it was readily granted, 
that these men spoke the truth, yet 
there remained this pretext for not be- 
lieving them, that they were declared 
to be liars; and upon this principle it 
was, that they were debarred by many 
from speaking at all in public. A man 


may be under an error, or he may be — 
mistaken, and yet merit some degree < 
lof respect from his fellow-creatures ; 


but a willful liar, a deliberate teller of 


lies, who can away with. Therefore 


| 


Shakers were false Christs, 
prophets, wolves in sheep’s clothing, 
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under this opprobrious character, ‘a 
bold Christian could curse Issachar 
Bates, and while a wicked man followed | 


John Meacham from place to place, 
spitting in his face, and crying aloud 
to make. a great fire. and burn these 
false prophets, some of the foremost 
who professed the worthy name Chris- 
tian, were at his back, laughing at and 


encouraging him. 


This and such like treatment, ap- 


peared so far from being exactly right. 


among a people who aimed at monop- 
olizing the name of Christ, that I am 


confident similar treatment from the 


wildest savages towards any men of 


civil deportment, must have merited 
severe reflection. 


At a succeeding meeting at adi: 
in May following, I have no doubt but 
Br. Thompson may have justly reflect- 
ed, that hé was not exactly right in 


_ debarring from the privilege of speak- 


ing, one whom he had long acknowl- 


edged his equal, and his guide; ex- 


cluding all who believed the testimony, 
from any further communion or fellow- 
ship with the Christians, especially as 
it was in pointed contradiction to their 
general Christian plan ;— 

none be but 
for a breach of the divine law.” 

Setting his own prejudiced spirit to 
speak in the Scriptures, as if it was 
the spirit of God. Thus asserting 
that the Holy Spirit had made him 
overseer of the flock, and that these 
false 


deceitful workers, transforming them- 
selves into the Apostles of Christ, 


‘creeping into houses and leading cap- 


tive silly women, dumb dogs, and ev- 


ery hateful name one character which 
the Scripture could furnish. 

In consequence of which, they. were 
railed upon by the Christians under 
these names wherever they went, and 
henceforward these members of ‘‘the 
great body of Christ,” conceived they 
had good authority from the word of 
God, to impeach them with everything 
that was erroneous, wicked and base, 
and not only palm upon them every © 
filthy character named in the Script- 
ures, but treat them as they supposed 
such characters deserved. If it was 
not exactly right to take the private 
interpretation of John Thompson on 
those occasions, and upon the strength - 
of that, refuse any personal acquaint- 
ance with these men, it will follow 
that all the rough treatment they re- | 


ceived in consequence was ‘exactly — 


wrong. 
I further conclude it was exactly 
wrong for my kind brother Stone, aft-— 


er inviting me by letter to attend the 


general meeting at Concord the second 
Sabbath in August, to forbid me to 
speak on the occasion or even to come 
to his house, and by a council of the 
Christian clergy, to impose upon 
brothers Dunlavy, Benjamin Youngs 
and Malecham Worley, the injunction 


of total silence through the whole of 


the meeting, and at the same time that 
many were-solicitingus with tears to 
preach, and we thus pointedly forbid- 
den on pain of being prosecuted as 
disturbers of the meeting, to propa-— 
gate among the people that we were 
the dumb dogs spoken of in Scripture; | 
with which title we were often taunt- 
ed. On the last day of the meeting, 


six of the Christian brethren, J. 3 


« 
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Thompson, R. Marshal, B. W. Stone, 
D. Purviance, J. Stockwell and A. 
Brannon, alternately delivered each 
his opinion of the Shakers in an ad- 
dress, in which some of them were 
- named out, pronounced liars, defamed 
by many slanderous reports which 


they could have proved false, had 


they been allowed to speak. 
If such treatment was right, the 
spirit of the revival, which allowed 
every man liberty of conscience, must 
have been wrong. — As I conceive it 
to be right for every man to hear and 
believe whoever he pleases, the above 
conduct appears not ‘only . subversive 
of the liberty of conscience, so warm- 


ly contended for a little while before} 


by the same brethren, but of the very 
‘spirit of a free government. In all 
those places the people were anxious 
to hear the Shakers, and considered 


themselves as much related to those 
who were forbidden to speak, as to 


them who forbade them; until by the 
din of false reports and misrepresen- 
tations of their faith and _ practice, 
they were frightened into a spirit of 
prejudice. a 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 


éd to the intellect and external press- 


ure of others, and wrote to me some 


to set them entirely aside,” as has 
been done, but said there were some 
corrections needed. It is true there 
are some verbal inaccuracies, but the 
spirit and substance of every law is 
spiritual and necessary to Zion’s pros- 


the people perish.” It is now plain 
to be seen that every movement in all 
Zion, differing from them, has been 
one step more toward the world, until 


them, as did typical Israel when 
marching around the golden calf. 
You may. consider this a voice from 
the tomb, while I feel compelled to ask 
all the spiritual minded in Zion: Is 
it not time to remove the pressure 
so that the gift of the Ministry may 
be carried out by our return to God in 
obeying the spirit and substance of 
his laws? I hear the general response, 
yea; but intellect is persistent, and 


until we should see ‘ther walls all 


forest passing through and eating the 


| grapes.” fear of man is a snare, 
but whoso putteth his trust in God > 


shall be safe.” ‘*Every word of God 
is pure’ and the laws are his word, 
and such as oppose them will be found 
fighting against God and the prosperi- 
ty of his people. So, let no man de- 
ceive himself. If any among you 
seemeth (or thinks. himself) to be 
wise, let him become a fool, that. he 
may be wise; for the ‘‘wisdom of this 
world is foolishness with God.” It 


has been my teaching, public and pri- 


years since that ‘it was not intended 


perity; for ‘‘where there is no vision, © 


all Zion now stands naked before 


will still oppose it, and would do so — 


broken down and the wild boar of the 


Farepell Sermdn of the Vpnerable 
Hedd of the Squth Union Shakers. 

“SPIRIT and INTELLECT.” 2, | 
INTELLECT isfthe spirit’s gervant and 
profftable in place, byt when it 
usugps that offthe spirit, @od’s work 
is reversed an@ what is dpne cannot 
| rec¢ive his bl¢ssing and wl not pros- 
per} Itwas yot the gift offthe Ministry 
to get aside Gpod’s laws; bat they yield- 
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Explanations. | 
Br. Stone, in the introduction to his 
Letters on Atonement, observes that 


the arguments us ed by his opponents, 


are ‘‘bold unscriptural assertions, hard 


- names, delusion, error, doctrines of 


devils, Arminianism, Socinianism and 
Deism. Such arguments,” say he 
‘shave no effect on a candid mind, but 
they powerfully influence dupes and 


and plain unequivocal arguments.” 
- Who then could he suppose would 
be influenced by the following state- 


‘ment in the postscript of his reply to 


Campbell’s strictures? 

‘¢You have heard, no doubt, before 
this time, of the lamentable departure 
of two of our preachers, and a few of 
their’ hearers from the true gospel, in- 
to wild enthusiasm, or- Shakerism. 
They have made shipwreck of faith, 
and turned aside to an old woman’s 


‘The candid look for truth 


fables, who broached them in New 


-|England about twenty-five years ago. 


These wolves in sheep’s clothing have 
smelt us from afar, and have come to 
tear, rend and devour.” 

If bold unser iptural assertions 
hard names are wrong, I presume Br. 
Stone’s postscript is not exactly right. 


What plain unequivocal argument was. 


ever advanced to prove that the con- 
duct of these men, in a single instance 
answered to such a bold assertion. 
When Benjamin Youngs was forbid- 
den to. speak at Concord, by R. Mar- 
shal and B. W. Stone, the only reply 
he made was, ‘‘I] am iid to see you 
abusing your own light.” 

When to these innumerable hard 
speeches, are added, their inviting 
these strangers to their. houses, stop- 
ping them at the door when they came, 


and forbidding them to enter, or at 


other times ordering them from their 
houses and laying them under the ne- 
cessity of seeking their lodging among 
the weeds, and by such acts of inhu- 
manity as a Deist would be ashamed 
of, encouraging a spirit of persecu- 
tion; I think the Christians may well 
acknowledge that all their thoughts, 
words and actions, have not — 
exactly 
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What but the example of this latest 
genus of Christians could have insti- 
gated any part of a free and friendly 
republic, to beset the houses of the 
Shakers in the night, assault their per- 


sons with clubs and stones, break 


their windows and burn their place of 
worship, throw down their fences, and 
turn in beasts to destroy their grain, 
cut and tear to pieces their apple trees, 
crop and disfigure their horses, beat 


and abuse some of their bodies, and 


_ by every kind of mockery, railing and 
cursing, collaring and _ threatening, 
disturb and molest them in their wor- 
ship. | 

Did the citizens of Ohio and Ken- 
tucky, know of a truth, that it was 
the meek and humble followers of Je- 


-- gus Christ that they were treating in 


this manner? Nay verily, but a people 
as they supposed, of the most corrypt 
and mischievous principles. As I ap- 
prehend the general statement which 
the Christians gave of their principles 
was not exactly right, | shall mark 
eut some: of those mistakes. The 
first rough lineaments of Shakerism 
portrayed on the public. mind, were, 
that it went to disannul and cast away 
the Bible, to set up the word of man 
-inroom of it, to deny Jesus Christ, 
the resurrection. and final judgment, 
to throw away the gospel and seek sal- 
vation by the works of the law. That 
these Shakers were enemies to the 
revival and came to destroy it. 


Their scheme was to get the land 
and property from the people, by part- 


ing man and wife, ruining and break- 
- Ing up families. That they actually 
forbade to marry, and commanded to 
abstain from meats, and_ therefore 


without hesitation, they were seducing 
spirits, and their doctrine that of dev- 
ils. This general draught laid a 
foundation for great improvement, 
both upon their principles and prac- 
tice. The Christian minister, who 
‘set the exainple of characterizing from 
his own private studies, without any 
personal acquaintance, had soon abun- 


liberty to publish any thing which a 
fruitful imagination was capable of 
composing, and from this source it 
was, that the public generally received 
their information. | | 

Such reports and conjectures, of 
which there was an: infinite variety, 
,were generally taken upon the author- 
ity that Mr. Such-a-one heard a man 
‘say, that he saw a woman, who had it 
from a very respectable man, who saw 
the person who saw it. But in some 
instances, persons said to be of great 
respectability, would affirm, whether 
they meant with their natural eyes or 
the eyes of imagination, that they 


liberty Br. Thompson, no doubt, laid 
a foundation in the following sentence 
of his letter of April. | 

“I see the mark of the beast on 
that church as plain as I see this pa- 
per while I write, and I know that I 
see it by the light of God.” 

In the light of the same god, I 
doubt not but ten thousand beastly 


jactions have been seen among this 


people; not one of which, the Chris- © 
tians, and all the world to help them, 
are able to prove, after sending out 
spies and watching their houses by 
day and night. 


It has ever been foreign from the 


dance of followers who felt entirely at “x 


themselves saw such things. For such — 


| 
| 
| 
| 


— 


feelings of the Believers, to counter- 
plead such vague insinuations. They 
believe that God has called them to 
another work, in the progress of which 
the truth will show itself without any 
strife of words. But as a number of 


things of considerable weight have 


_ been stated by way of objection, which 
‘have been maintained with some show 


“of argument, I shall briefly investi- 


gate some of those particulars, mere- 
ly to show the difference of sense 
and understanding on those subjects 
according | to the evidence. on both | to 


 gides. 


The Christian minister, after for- 
_ bidding the Shakers to ‘speak or the 
people to hear them, roundly asserts: 
= “These men say that we are in 
a new dispensation, that Christ is come 
the second time, and-the resurrection 
and final judgment begun.” ‘The 
-young Believer would reply: 

Very well: A new dispensation is 
what every enlightened soul has been 
looking for and ‘the coming of Christ 
is that for which ten thousands have 


been praying; and he must now be 


somewhere on earth, if the Scripturés 
are true. For the time is up, accord- 
ing to Daniel, John, and all the proph- 
ets, for the sanctuary to be cleansed, 
and the power of the holy people re- 
gtored; the authority of antichrist 
taken away, and the saints to possess 
the kingdom. Aud what other resur- 
rection is there to life, but to come 
out of that state of sin into which the 
first Adam fell, and come into Christ 
the second Adam, who is the resurrec- 
tion and the life? 

The matter we now animate and 


which is constantly upon the change,. 


we are not to expect after its dissolu- © 


tion, to be again subtracted from the 
elements of this globe and re-possessed 
in its primitive form, at the expense of 
every other body with which it may 
have been incorporated. What other 
final judgment are we to expect, but 
simply and honestly, in the presence 
of God, and Christ, and before the 
saints who are appointed to judge the _ 
world, confess all that we have ever | 
done amiss, repair our wrongs, set out 
to forsake every evil, and grow up in- 

to Christ, as the infant grows into a 
man? 

There is a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual body; the former belongs | 
to the fall, the latter to the resurree- 
tion. Therefore it is not old skulls 
and decayed flesh that are to be raised 
up in glory, but that spiritual body of 
which we are called to be members; 
which is already raised up by the pow- | 
er of God, and ascending into the 
heaven of heavens, far out of sight 
from this lost world. 

‘‘These men say that each one of 
them is a Christ, and we must throw 
away our Bibles, and follow them.” 

This statement is not exactly right. 
They testify that there is but one 


| Christ, whose footsteps they follow, 


and though they are by nature no bet-. 
ter than other men, yet in following 
Christ they may be safely followed, 

according to the Seriptures. 

If three honest republicans, in order 
to reclaim a band of tories, should in- 
vite them to become their followers | 
even as they followed George Wash- 
ington or Thomas Jefferson, would 
this furnish a sufficient reason for 
stating that each of these men professed 
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to be a Thomas Jefferson? and there- 
fore they must be liars, there being 
only one man in America of that name. 

Or if these tories had a copy of the 
_ United States’ Laws, which they 

- abused, would it be proper for them 
to say that the honest citizens wanted 
them to throw away their law-book, 
because they would have them to live 
according to these laws? With no 
less impropriety were the Shakers 
charged with professing to be each a 
Christ, and requiring the Christians. to 
throw away their Bibles. 

The subjects of the revival had 
unanimously believed that Christ would 
make his abode and appear in man, 
and that it was their privilege to be- 
heve and follow the truth delivered by 
man, according to that measure in 
which it was opened and revealed. 
This was certainly the faith of brother 
Thompson himself, when in the spirit 
of the revival, as appears from the 
following expression, in a letter, dated 
April, 1803: ‘‘The Lord may have 
made known to one what another is 
ignorant of. I bless God that He has 
made you capable to teach me in the 
things of God.” | 

And even in his letter of April, 1805, 


he has so-much remaining candor as 


to say: 

“God in mercy visited vine soul 
with light while I remained in dark- 
ness. He sent you to this country 
with the light to sow it here, and made 
you the instrument of bringing the 


heavenly fire to Springfield, where my | 


soul caught the flame of this revival. 
Ever since that time you are in my 
heart to live and die with you.” 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) | 
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“Tue light of day had varfished, 
The cares and toils werp done; 
The twilight gray departep 

And sable curtains hunk. 
A silence brpoded over, 
The night was hushed a 
Save the mganing of the v 
Along thd pine-clad hill 


I sought my couch at eveh © 
_To find from toil releas¢, 

But ere myjweary eyelids 

Were 

My thoughts flew back ahd forward 
Like a shuttle in a loom, 

The fabric pf my vision 
Was tingbd with shac 

I thought af life’s strange et ea 
Its suffering, trial, pa 

How manyjhearts to wde were ‘tuned, 
Instead gf hope’s refirin. 

When lo! } heard abové me 

Asif in ppper air, 

Sweet ang@¢l voices swdlling, 
Divinest| music there 


With ecstasy I listened] — 

What heavenly harngony,: 
A grand gnthemnial clorus, 

And thpn swéet melddy. 
I thoughf—it ig the rajsomed 

Who ig God’g mansigns shine, 
The psalms of triumpl¥ singing, 
' The Lamb’s d s@ng divine. 


It floated near¢r, neare 

Until my inger sight 

» Perceiyed that] choir ingmortal, | 
Arrgyed in yestment§ white. 

_ T reached my 
To fouch t 
That/Il might 

By coming 


When lo! th 
And vanis 


nd still, 
wind-harp 


> and gloom. 


? 


spread their pinions 
ed from thy sight; 


he visio of the night. 
pt lofty ones descending 
From outjthe greatjunknown, 


pped in slumber’s peace,— 
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Explanations. Continued. | 
Now if it was the faith and order 


of the revival, to follow the truth of 
God testified by man, it could not be 


exactly right for any to pretend that 
they were going on in the spirit of the 
revival, and at the same time laboring 
to destroy all confidence in every liv- 
ing teacher. Crying out, ‘‘Don’t  be- 


lieve man, don’t follow him, you need 
not believe us, for we may and do 


err; you must just take the word of 
God and read that. There you have 
the truth, and you may believe and 


practice it, precisely as een: in 


the words of Scripture.” 

Yet the people were shut up to the 
necessity of believing somebody, and 
rather than believe those who had 
been called liars by others, they gave 
credit to the opposite character, who 
asserted concerning themselves that 
they were not to be believed, and in 


obedience to that faith, learned first 


to call the Bible by a name which it 


never gave itself; and according to 
that name, practice whatever was com- 
manded or even permitted in Scripture 
words; assured that God immediately 


though it might have been originally 
spoken by a Pharisee or a Sadducee. 
Although I have heard the abettors 


of the common Christian cause main- 
tain that Gen. iii., 4, 


shall not: surely die,” and 
Matt. iv., 6-9, 
‘sIf thou be the Son of God, i Pe 


wilt fall down and worship me,” were 
the words of God, and to be taken — 


without any explanation; yet I have 
supposed it was rather to avoid the 
force of truth, which they were un- 
willing to acknowledge. In nothing 


short of this could the general princi- . 


ple find any consistent basis, and the 
implicit believer of Bible words, must 
learn his duty from the following sen- 
tences as directly as any others. 


ssRejoice, O young man in thy 


youth, walk in the ways of thine 
heart, and in the sight of thine eyes.” 
‘‘They say we must be saved by the 


works of ‘the law. Their doctrine 


leads into bondage.” 
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They believe that every Jewish cer- 
emony, which the Apostles called 
works of the law, were abrogated by 
Christ, nor have they attempted to re- 
vive any of them. But Christ in dis- 
annulling these dead works, made no 
provision for bad works. The only 
alternative he left for any, was to fol- 
low him in the regeneration, or con- 
tinue under the law and under its 
- This doctrine never proposed 
any thing but bondage to the Jew, 
who expected to be pardoned for 
Abraham’s sake, and accepted on ac- 
count of his clean outside. — 

Such an objection as made no dis- 
tinction between good works, dead 
works and bad works, came very im- 
properly from those who contended so 
warmly for liberty to continue in sin, 
as well as in the use of those works, 
which ‘they themselves acknowledge, 
were adopted in the room of circum- 
cision and the passover. 

‘‘They forbid to marry, and attach 
criminality to that for which we have 
the express command of God.” 

This, every Believer in Kentucky 
and Ohio, has from the beginning, 
contradicted. Forbidding any thing 
implies authority, and attaching crim- 
inality to any thing, belongs to a law. 
These men never proposed any. other 
than the law of Moses, and every 
‘man’s conscience as a criterion to dis- 
tinguish between good and evil. What 
was thus already condemned, did not 
remain for them to criminate. Upon 
the generous principle, that every free 
agent ought to be allowed, in matters 
of religion, to act according to his 
own faith, they have never, to my 
knowledge, imposed any prohibition 


on an individual i in relation to matri- 


mony. 

It is true, that for the kingdom of 
heaven’s sake they choose to be even 
as Christ in that respect. But their 
receiving a particular saying of Christ, 
and living precisely up to. it, claims 


no authority over the children of this ~ | 


world ; they have an indisputable right, 
according to their own laws, to marry ; 


and every church may adopt such | 


laws and forms of matrimony as they 
think proper, and with any such laws 
or forms, the Shakers have never in- 
terfered. 

The Christians have labored hard to 
establish the above objection, and not 
without some plausible pretext. And 
had the witnesses against Christ no 
pretext for asserting, ‘‘We heard this 
fellow say, I will destroy the temple 
of God?” 
this temple” and ‘I will?” | 


ing the words and putting ‘‘I will” 


before ‘‘destroy,’’ when it was so es-— 
sentially necessary to condemn the 
deceiver? But I suppose it would be 


Did he not say, “Destroy 
And 
where was the great evil of transpos- 


granted, even by the false witness __ 


himself, that he was not exactly right. 
Again, according to their testimo-— 


ny, he was no friend to Ceesar. 

Why? Did he not pay his taxes? 

True, but he would not fight, he 
would rather turn the other cheek to 
the smiter; and spake of another 
kingdom. 
bly and unjustly accused with aiming 
to destroy the Jewish temple, and sup- 


plant the empire of Cesar, so were 


the Shakers with the above. .~ 
It was in fact the Christians who 
assumed the authority on the occa- 


If then Christ was plausi- 


te 
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sion, and set out to enforce a law giv- 
en to man in a state of innocence, for 


the fulfilment of which. he wholly un- 


fitted himself by the fall. Gen. i., 
28. That law or command as it re- 


spccted man, the Shakers supposed 


the Son of God had disannulled, and 
from it thy conceived they were re- 
deemed by Christ, as well as from all 
outward ceremonies of atonement, that 


fallen man had ever lain under in con- 


sequence of his disobedience. Tn 


claiming this right of redemption, they 


had enough to do to answer the objec- 


tions of their accusers, without enter- 
ing any accusation ‘against others. Al- 


though in disannulling the command- 
ment going before, by which sin took 
occasion to work in human nature all 
manner of conéupiscence, they violat- 
ed no existing law, either of God or 
man, except what St. Paul calls a 
‘‘law in the members, a law of. sin 
and death.” Rom. vii. Yet upon 
the authority of these Christian minis- 
ters, they have been publicly con- 


demned as the blackest of criminals, 


and treated according to that charac- 
ter, as far as the wholesome laws of 
our state would dispense with. 

How far must it appear from being 
right, for those who claimed the sole 


power of judging, and whose judgment 


was not only sanctioned by the shouts 
of the multitude, but in many instances 
severely executed, to represent as their 
unjust. accusers, those who were 
judged, condemned and _ punished ac- 
cording to their law. 

‘The testimony of these men goes to 
part man and wife, and even encourage 
men to beat and anne their wives, and 


How can that be parted which is one? 
Did not God say, ‘they twain shall be 
one flesh ?” 7 

These men have more understand- 
ing than to propose a separation of 
this kind. Therefore the testimony 
they bear, takes no cognizance of man 
and wife. It came from that world 
where they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are as_ the Angels of 
God. The testimony cannot be 
chargeable with evils to which it may 
indirectly give occasion, any more than 
the proclamation of American Inde- 
pendence is chargeable with all the acts 
of outrage and cruelty perpetrated by 
the British during the revolutionary 

That some of the Christian brethren, 
have taken occasion from the testimo- 
ny to beat and abuse a sister, a wife, 
and drive her off, is matter of fact. 
But to charge any thing of the kind to 
the Shakers, is exactly wrong. Ac- 
cording to St. Paul, there is neither 
male nor female among them, yet I am 
bold to say that since Adam fell, wo- 
man never was treated by man with 
tender kindness and respect, superior 
to what is commonly manifested among 
the Believers. 

‘They are a set of 
cunning deceivers, whose religion is 
earthly, sensual and devilish.” 

These are the words of Brother 
Stone in his letter of July, 1806. And 
the proof of this objection was the 
noisy report, ‘*The Shakers are come 
to take people’s lands. Every one 
that joins them must immediately give 
up his deed to the Elders !” 

The Christians: were considered as 


_Jvery near to the Shakers in their doc- 


> 
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trine and worship, is one reason why: 
many things may have been imputed 
to the latter, which properly belonged 
to the former. Some'Christian fathers. 
who had the general title of land vested 
in them, in which others had a lawful 
partnership, refused to give separate 
titles according to their promise, but 
dispossessed their former brethren by 
profession and nearest kindred in: na- 
ture, from their valuable and lawful 
possessions, merely on’ cna of their 
faith. 

The Christian church at Paint-lick, 
refused to make a title to brother 
Houston for land which he _ had law- 
fully paid for, merely on account of 
his faith. But so foreign from this has 

been the conduct of the Shakers, that 
upon land which they purchased and 
paid for, mainly for the relief and ben- 
efit of others, not less than eight fam- 
ilies are commodiously settled. 

This I mention distinct from the 
daily stream of beneficence that flows 
from their threshold, for which they 
receive nothing in return but love and 
thanks, much less the unlawful surren- 
der of a deed. Who then is the world- 
. ly-minded, cunning deceiver? 

‘They prophesied that such as re- 
jected the testimony would lose their 
former life and power: 
Brother Stone, ‘‘now the work of God 
goes on in spite of all the Calvinists, 
Shakers, and devils in hell. Now we 
know your prophets are liars.” 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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Explanations. Continued. 

Tue work of God never did go on 
in spite, but in love and kindness to 
all men, even the Calvinists not ex- 
cepted. But while the Christians up- 
on the slightest evidence of the Shak- 
ers being liars, can fall to shouting 
and praising their God, or at the sight 

of them, stop every medium of infor- 
| ‘mation with loud cries for deliverance, 

a work of some kind will nodoubt go 

on in spite of every thing that claims 

any relation to the coming of Christ. 

How long God may trouble these 
mighty waters, and what degree of 
power may operate round about in 
that preparatory work, nees never been 

predicted. 

Truth has its foukdetion in the 
nature of God. Like the Eternal him- 
self, it is one, and is as necessary to 

the preservation of the soul, as food 


to the body, or heat and moisture to 


the plant. And yet, alas! that best 
and only preservative of the noble 
mind, is unnaturally despised and _re- 
jected of-men. 

The Savior of sinners, wis calls 
himself the truth, was made flesh and 
dwelt among us, but how few, com- 
paratively beheld his glory. The men 


\of the world knew him not, therefore 


they did to him what they listed. 
But though he was put to death in the 
flesh, yet he was quickened by the 
spirit, and now liveth forevermore. 
The world seeth him not but Christians 
see him, for he is in them, and will be 
with them; and because he lives they 


shall live also. He is the same in his 


word that he was in human flesh; and 


in every form his treatment has been 


the same. 

How often even among us, has he 
been crucified afresh, and put to an 
open shame; pronounced powerless, 


dead, and buried among the rubbish 


of human tradition. But amidst all 
this infamy, the blessed truth ‘has been 
preserved, that not a bone of him is 
broken. And has not a great stone, 
the confession of faith, been rolled off 
him? Has he not risen indeed? and 


-has not the earth quaked at his resur- 
rection? 


Surely the word of God 


| 
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could not be bound; it was impossi- 
ble that he should be holden of death. 
He is risen indeed, and we are wit- 
nesses of his resurrection, and do tes- 
tify that this is he whom God has ap- 
pointed to be the judge of both the 
quick and the dead. 

We have already shown in our view 
of the gospel, that it is by the eternal 
word that we are to be new created ; 
the inquiry now before us is, how are 
we to be governed? Must we be kept 
by the same power through faith unto 
’ salvation; abide in the light as he is 
in the light; have fellowship with the 
_ Father and with his Son Jesus Christ, 
- and grow up in him in all things who 
is the head? or must the dispensation 
be changed, the Creator withdraw «nd 


hide himself, and leave the subjects of 


his grace to certain delegated powers, 
ordained to scatter and divide; to be 
shut up in particular apartments, and 
prepared for heaven by certain and 
definite forms? 

It will be granted that be who cre- 
ates has a right to govern. Upon this 
principle God is acknowledged to be 
the governor of the world. It will al- 
so be granted, that he who has wisdom 
anc power to create, has also to gov- 
ern; and that the same power which 
brings any system into being, is nec- 
essary for its preservation. We learn 
that God created all things by Jesus 
Christ, and made him the head over all 
things to his body, that is, the Church. 
His eternal power and Godhead is the 
nail upon which the glory of his ninige 
is: suspended. 

We have known Christ after the 
flesh, and acted as vicegerants in his 

oom and by his supposed authority, 


‘ginning : 


but now hencefortli know we him no 
more in such a point of light. He is 
the everlasting Father, the prince of 
peace. ‘Phrough the veil of the flesh, 
God had entrance into the world, that 
God who was the same from the be- 
He promised to be with those | 
that love him unto the end of the world. 

Jesus promised to send the comforter, 
that is, the Holy Spirit, to abide with.' 
his people forever. If this spirit of § 
truth, which works by love and puri- | 
fies the heart, can govern an individu- | 
al, why not the whole body? Would © 
it be an introduction to anarchy, d 
should all the human family come un- : 
der the influence and government of 

this one spirit? And can we suppose | 
that any external rules could be more | 
productive of order and harmony? 
For example, if the principle of love 
be sufficient to regulate the conduct of 
one man towards his wife, why may it 
not influence two? and if two, why 
not a thousand? But if the principle 
of love be wanting, can any. externad 
form of government and discipline 
make him a good husband? 

Men have been generally fond of 
mending what they supposed God had 
left imperfect, filling up and supplying. 
what they judged deficient, and mak- 
ing plain what divine wisdom had left 
in the dark. Thus have they wan- 
dered from the plain, simple rule of 
God’s word, and taken the reins of 
government into their own hands. 
They have changed or amended, add- 
ed or diminished, as times and circum- 
stances made necessary till at length 
the church has become every. thing, or 
anything, but what it should be. 

Should we attempt to impose any 
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this world.” Jno. xviii., 36. 
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4 form of government upon the church, 
_ we should justly be abandoned by ev- 
ery child of gospel liberty. This is 
not left for us, nor any set ‘of men in 
_ the world to do. 
4 Scriptures has not left us to supply 
_ anything either in doctrine, discipline 
_ or government. 
ee amples of Christ and his Apostles are 
i” euflicient, and left on record for this 
_ very purpose. The government of the 
 chureh, like the gospel itself, is ex- 


The precepts and ex- 


ceedingly plain and simple. If we 
advert to the New Testament, we shall 
plainly see what is the nature of the 
Christian church, who are its members, 
the mode of constitution, its union, 


communion, government and . disci- 


pline. 
The nature of the Christian church. 
The church in Scripture is denomi- 


‘nated the kingdom of heaven, or the 


kingdom of God. . 
spiritual. 


This church is 
‘‘My kingdom is not of 
«They 
are not of the world even as I am not 
of the world.” Jno. xvii., 16. Itis 
The natural eye cannot see 
it, for ‘‘except a man be born again 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 
Jno. iii., 38. Therefore the world 
knoweth us not, because it knew him 
not.” 1 Jno. iii., 1. The kingdom of 
God cometh not with observation; 
neither shall they say lo here,-or lo 


there; for, behold, the kingdom of 
God is within you.” Luke xvii., 20. 


Hence we see the reason why Christ 


spoke so often to those who were} 


without this kingdom in parables; for 


they being in a state of unbelief, 
gould not understand. 


“To you it is given to know the 


The author of the 


mystery of the kingdom of God, but 
to them that are without, all things 
are done in parables; that seeing they 
may see and not understand.” Mark 
iv., 11. While men reject the testi- 
mony of Christ respecting plain facts 
which they can understand, they re- 
ject himself, and therefore remain in 
darkness, incapable of receiving divine — 
light into their souls. Thus when 
Christ told Nicodemus, ye must be 
born again, he replied with astonish- 


ment, how can these things be? 


Jesus answered and said unto him: 


«sArt thou a master in Israel, and know- 


eth not these things? Verily, verily, I 
say unto thee, we speak that we do 
know, and testify that we have seen 
and ye receive not our witness. If I 
have told you earthly things, and ye 
believe not, how shall ye believe, if I 
tell you of heavenly things?” Jno. iii. 
‘The natural man receiveth not the 
things of the spirit of God, for they 
are foolishness unto him: neither can 
he know them because they are spirit- 


ually discerned.” 1 Cor. ii., 14. But 


he that is spiritual, judgeth [or dis- 

cerneth | all things; yet he himself is 

judged [or discerned] of no man. 
Men in this state are not only inca- 


pable of receiving the things of the 


spirit, but also incapable of receiving 
the spirit himself. ‘‘Whom the world 
cannot receive, because it seeth him 
not, neither knoweth him; but ye 
know him for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.” Jno. xiv., 17. 
It is not surprising then if Chris- 
tians are unseen and unknown in the 
world, if they be mistaken for fools | 
and madmen, for hypocrites and en- 
thusiasts. It cannot be otherwise, for — 
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dies things are hid from the wise ai 
prudent, and revealed unto babes. 


The members of the church. 

From what has been said you will 

easily see who are members of this 
church: They are believers and only 
believers, for no other can be a mem- 
ber. - It is indeed freely offered to all, 
to every creature under heaven, no 
person or character is excluded, . who 
does not through unbelief exclude 
himself. ‘‘Go ye into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every creat- 
ure.” Mark xvi., 15. Since the days 
of John, the kingdom of heaven is 
preached and every man [ that is, every 
believer] presseth into it. Luke xvi., 
16. But there were many who could 
~not enter in because of unbelief; for 
the word preached did not profit them 
not being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it. It is impossible for 
men to come to Christ who do not be- 
lieve on him; nor can they seek to en- 
ter into the kingdom, who do not be- 
lieve there is a kingdom. 

While Christ remained visible on 
the earth, his body was the temple of 
God; for ‘*In him dwelt all the ful- 
ness of the Godhead, bodily,” that is 
corporeally. And though many hailed 
him, ‘*good master,” yet none were 
considered as real members, but those 
who believed his doctrine and felt his 
sacred influence in forming their hearts 
anew. | 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
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THE MODE OF CONSTITUTION. 


Tuovenr God had much people scat- 
‘tered abroad among the men of the 


world, yet they were not properly 


- constituted into a distinct body, nor 
. vested with the powers of mutual gov- 
ernment, until after Christ’s resurrec- 
tion. ‘Other sheep have I, (that is, 

- loving believers) which are not of this 

\ fold ; them also, I. must bring, and 


| they shall hear my voice, and there: 


_ / shall be one fold and one shepherd.” 

‘The statg of believers, or those that 
worshiped God at that time in the 
spirit of simple love, may be com- 


pared to the materials of the taberna- 


cle, before it was erected. They were 
scattered abroad in different places, 
and did not exhibit that beautiful ap- 


pearance or construction which they 


afterward assumed. ‘The miracles of 
Christ, and the wonders which attend- 


ed his death, the unnatural eclipse of 
the sun, the earthquake, the rending — 
of the veil, the opening of the graves, 
the resurrection, were calculated to 
bring the expectants of his kingdom 


| to Jerusalem, from almost every quar- 
‘| ter of the world. Accordingly, about 


that time, we find a vast concourse of 


| people met together at that place. 


The Apostles who had long been in 
the habit of believing the truth, were 
then by faith and fervent prayer wait-— 
ing for the promise of the Father—. 
Acts i., 4—5, and Acts ii., throughout. 
Christ had promised that they should 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit and 
endued with power from on high. 

Accordingly on the day of Pente- 
cost, the spirit came like the rushing 
of a mighty wind, and they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spake 
with other tongues, as the spirit gave — 
them utterance. They being thus. 
publicly set apart, and anointed with | 
the Holy Spirit, were laid as the foun-_ 
dation of this spiritual tabernacle. 
Men had long been accustomed to 
look for God on a mount that might 
be touched, or in a temple made with | 
hands; but now the dispensation is: — 
changed and we behold the foundation 


of a spiritual temple, an house not. 
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made with hands, nor built of dead 
materials, but of living stones. 1 Pe- 
ter il., 5. 

While Jerusalem was the place to 
worship, the temple stood there and 
never moved out of the spot, nor grew 
any larger, but this new temple was 
designed to eclipse all the glory of the 
former, and fill the whole earth. Hag. 
ji., 9. Dan. ii., 35. The same day 
there were added to this building 
about three thousand, who continued 
steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine, 
in breaking of bread and in prayers; 


and the Lord added to the church} 


daily, such as should be saved. 

This one church is represented as a 
growing body, but never a single idea 
of others being formed out of it. Uni- 
ty is one of its essential characterist- 
ics. Eph. iv., 4, 5. There is one 
body and one spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; 
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God, and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all and in you all. 
This one church whose center was vis- 
ibly marked at Jerusalem, spread its 
circumference to all the countries 
round about, and will not cease to in- 
crease till it includes the whole world 
as leaven which is hid in three meas- 
ures of meal, till the whole is leav- 
ened; or as mustard seed hid in the 
_ ground grows up into a great tree till 
the fowls of the air can lodge in the 
branches of it. | 

In a short time after the day of 
Pentecost, we find the church of God 

planted in Samaria, at Damascus, in 
- the house of Cornelius, where it still 


appeared the same, composed of Be- 


lievers, set up T anointed with the 


Holy Spirit. Great opposition was 
made to its progress, but the more 
‘did. it daily increase, and believers 
were the more added to the Lord, 
multitudes, both of men and women. 
This one church of God did not re- 
spect the persons, but the characters 
of men. It included Jews and Greeks, | 
Barbarians, Scythians, bond and free. 
Hence we find, in a little time its. 
members were dispersed over all the 
world, and were found in every nation 
under heaven, of every kindred and 
tongue upon the face of the earth. 
From this view of the matter would 


-|it not appear next to impossible, that 


persons so widely dispersed could be 
preserved in unity? 

How were they fashioned alike? 
Upon what principle were they unit- 
ed? And by what rules were they 
obliged to walk? What confession of 


What compendium of doctrines or 
definite code of laws to be universally 
subscribed? Unhappy for the charch 
in our day, if there were such, they 
have been lost in the ruins of time, so 
that not a single trace of them is to 
be found. ‘The only bond of union 


, | transmitted to us, and which is indeed 


the only bond that can unite Chris- 
tians, is found in the holy Scriptures, 


10, 16, 
But speaking the trath 4 in love may 
grow up into him in all things, who is 
the head even Christ, from whom the 
whole body fitly joined together, by 
that which every joint supplieth (or 
by the supply of every joint) accord- 
ing to the effectual working, or energy 
jin the measure of every part, maketh 


faith had they as a bond of union? fq | 


the true confession of faith, see Eph. 8 
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bond of union. 
John xvii., 11, 21, 23. 
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increase of the body unto the edifying, 
or building up, of itself in love. Col. 
li., 19. Holding the head, from which. 
the whole body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and 
knit together increaseth with the in- 
crease of God. 

We see here that from Christ the 
head, the living spirit flows to all the 


?members, which fitly or exactly joins, 
-~ compacts and knits them together in 


the bonds of love, builds or rears 
them up, worketh effectually, or exerts 


and exercises its energy aecording to} 


the measure or size of every part, and 
ministers proper nourishment to pro- 
mote the proportionate growth of ev- 
ery. member of the body of Christ. 
This is the sweet anointing oil, the 
uuction from the holy One, the spirit 
of God, or it is Christ himself by his 
spirit shed abroad or diffused through- 
out the whole body, according to the 
capacity of every member. 

This spirit is the cement, the true 
Thus Christ prays, 
‘Holy Fa- 
ther, keep through thine own name, 
those whom thou hast given me, that 
they may be one, as thou, Father, art 
in me and I in thee, that they also 
may be one even as we are one; I in 
them and thou in me, that they may 
be made perfect in one.” 

We find here that Christ’s prayer is, 
that his followers may be made one, 
and kept completely so, not by means 
of some external law or form of words, 
but by the name of God. That they 


_may be one in us says he, living and 


walking in the Father and the Son, 
and the Father and the Son living and 


walking in them; and thus to form' 


147 


and preserve the union y] he gives the 
the glory which he received from | 
Father, whereby they are conatitiy od 
one; for ‘*He that is joined to the 
aed is one spirit. 1 Cor. vi., 17. 

Christ dwells in his heart by faith, 
and as long as the members of the 
body continue in the faith they are so 
intimately united, that any outward 
bond could only serve as a burden- 
some yoke. But if any of his pro- 
fessed members are not joined to the 
Lord in one spirit, their outward bonds 
are only like binding two or more 
dead bodies together, which hastens 
their putrefaction and renders their 
ill savor more intolerable to the living. 
Without this living spirit the most 
perfect form or set of rules which 
could be made, though it were even by 
God himself, could not cement them 
together in the bonds of love, nor 
make them one in heart. 

Mankind are not bound socsnians 
like the parts of a machine, nor put in 
motion by external force; they must 
be influenced by motive, and that mo- 
tive must be in the heart. This is the 
law of God received and engraven on 
the heart-through faith; hence it is 
said to be written, not with ink, but 
with the spirit of the living God; not — 
on tables of stone, but on fleshly ta- 
bles of the heart. 2 Cor. iii., 3. 
After these days saith the Lord, I will 
put my laws in their inward parts, and 
write them in their hearts. Jer. xxxi., 
32. Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness, to every one that be- 
lieveth. Rom. x., 4. 

Now the end of the commandment 
is charity out of a pure heart. He 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, 
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and Godin him. The husbandman 
had an external law for his fig-tree, 


that if it bore fruit, well, if not, he: 


would cut it down. But the fig-tree 
‘was not governed by this law, it acted 
according to a law in itself. So we 
are commanded to bring forth the 
fruits of holiness, without which no 
man shall see the Lord. But this 
command, so long as it is not in. our 
nature, has no more influence in the 
production of those fruits than the 
command of the husbandman to his 


fig-tree. 


We see no outward law necessary 
to impel the rivers to the ocean, bind 
the stones to the surface of the earth, 
or prevent the trees from growing 
downward. No more does a Believer 
want an external law to oblige him te 
love God and his neighbor,,. for if there 
had been an external law given which 
could have given life, verily righteous- 
ness should have been by the law. 
Examine your wheat-field and you will 
find uniformity among all the grains. 
By what rule is this uniformity effect- 
ed? You may observe the same uni- 
formity in every species of vegetables, 
plants and trees. And are those mean- 
er things governed by real operative 
laws, and yet God’s noblest creature, 
man, left at random to follow every 
shadow or image, and bend to every 
device of human wisdom? Nay, there 
is one law and one government for 
man, and all that are under that gov- 
ernment are as uniform as the leaves 
on an apple-tree. 

This law is nothing less than the 
- one spirit of the eternal God, which 
lives and operates in the church as his 
body, for by one spirit we are all bap- 


tized into one body, and have all been 
made to drink into that one spirit. 


Therefore, they that have not this 


spirit, are jawless and disobedient, 
filthy dreamers that defile the flesh, 
despise government, presumptuous are 
they, self-willed, who are not afraid 
to speak evil of dignities; for if any 


man have not the spirit of Christ, he 
Thus it appears that) 


j8 none of his. 
the Christian’s law is in his heart, a 
copy of whichis drawn out in the bad 
Testament. 

The members of the human body 
need no bond of union to cause them 
to act in concert, or to keep them from 


quarrelling and separating, but that 


spirit which animates the whole frame. 
The whole current of the New Testa- 
ment goes to show that the spirit of 
Jesus is the true bond of union in his 
church; but we find not the least in- 
timation of any other bond being nec- 
essary. 

Ali who have received this one spir- 
it, and are living and walking in it, 
are united together by the hand of 
God ; 


it cannot be done, they are and must 
continue one, though they should be 
called by never so many names, or ex- 
ternally distinguished by many pecul- 
iarities. |The most that these things 
can do is to make them think they are 
divided, and to prevent their external 
communion, sweet fellowship and mu- 
tual comfort. 

But seeing Christians are one and 
have fellowship with the Father and 
the Son by one spirit, it is the most un- 
reasonable thing in the world for them 
to be separated in their external com- 


and what God hath joined to- | 
gether, let not man put asunder; nay, | 
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-munion. This separation has been the 
- work of error, and it is by this means 
that it is continued in the world. ., _ 
Let Christians look back to the his- 
tory of primitive Christianity, as re- 
corded in the New Testament. Let 
them take a view of the plain and na- 
tive simplicity which shines out there, 
the beautiful equality that reigned 
“among the Apostolic churches, and let 
them pant to breathe that native air. 
They were all Brethren and Sisters, 
met together with one accord, united 
in one mind and one judgment. They 
ate their meat with gladness and sin- 
gleness of heart, they went from house 
‘to house, from one love-feast to anoth- 
er, were strictly forbidden to call them- 
selves by the name of Paul or Apollos, | 
and such as did, were pronounced car- 
nal, sensual, having not the spirit. 
View the churches scattered abroad, 
planted and visited by the Apostles 
and others: They had- all access to|e 
each other, and communion together. | 1: 
And that one spirit of God which lives 
in every Christian, has made no pro- 
vision for acting otherwise, till the end 
. of time. | | 
The evangelists went out two and 
two or in larger companies, and in ev- 
ery place where the word was gladly | 
received, those who gave public testi- 
mony of their faith, were baptized, re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit, and were set in 
order for the admission of others who 
might afterwards believe. and 
do likewise. Cunust. 
THE END. 
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through the searching ordeal, and 
through mortification and contrition 
have found and felt the loving mercy 
‘and tender forgiveness of the Father 
and Mother of all. 

Joshua said to Achan, who brought 


judgment on the camp because he 


hid the goodly garment and the wedge 


-|of gold; ‘**My son, give I pray thee, 


glory to the Lord God of Israel and 
make confession unto Him, and tell 
me now what thou hast done.” He— 
Joshua—stood as a witness, heard the | 
acknowledgment, and passed judg-— 

ment on the sinful deed. 

The open confession of sin was 
practiced in the days of the apostolic 
fathers, and was deemed essential to 
the privilege of membership in the 
first Christian Church. ‘If we say 
we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the tiuth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, he is faitlful and 
just. to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”’ 
John i., 8, 9. 

The Cathoiie Chureh hold this as a 
cardinal doctrine, but the abuse of the 


(sacred functions of the clergy, has 


turned a real blessing into a curse. 
Human nature is weak through the 
flesh. Masculine dominafice with its 
powerful impulses towards sensuality, 
has not been able to withstand the 
temptation of the confessional, and 
saving grace has departed from whut 
should be the holy of holies. Women 
should confide to woman her heart se-. 
crets; but, she had no voice or place 


in ministerial administration, until 
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